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Bolivian  Aymara  Indian 
holds  his  first  BiHle 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Personal 
witnessing  is  not  a  once-a-week  activi¬ 
ty  on  a  OHirch  calendar  for  James 
Rose.  It  is  a  lifestyle. 

Rose,  a  church  media  library  con¬ 
sultant  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Sun¬ 
day  Schod  Board,  is  away  from  home 
about  70  percent  of  his  work  days. 
Weekly  visitation  for  his  church  is  out 
of  the  question. 

“I  try  to  stay  open  to  the  leadership 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  let  witnessing 
become  a  lifestyle,”  he  said  of  his 
commitment  “When  I  was  in  my  30b, 
the  Lord  really  dealt  with  me  about 
the  ministry.  I  became  exceedingly 
burdened  about  lost  (non-Christian) 
persons.” 

Rose,  a  layman  at  the  time,  was 
employed  in  an  engineering  office  at 
Shawnee  Steam  Plant  near  Paducah. 
Ky.  While  a  member  of  Harmony 
ciiurch,  Grahamville,  he  began  to  see 
the  need  for  having  a  personal  witness 
but  lacked  the  confidence  to  act. 

“I  was  frightened  to  think  of  door- 
to-door  visitation  or  dealing  one-on- 
one  about  how  to  be  saved,”  he 
recalled. 

Fallowing  a  return  to  college  for  ad¬ 
ditional  education.  Rose  became  con¬ 
vinced  (jod  was  calling  him  to  preach. 
By  that  time,  he  was  involved  in  per¬ 
sonal  witnessing  at  Immanuel  Baj^ist 
Church  in  Lexington. 

“I  witness  because  I  must,”  he  said. 
“I  witness  because  there  is  a  real 
heaven  to  experience  for  eternity  and 
a  real  hell  to  experience  without 
Jesus. 


James  Rose  (right)  makes  witnessing  a  lifestyle  as  he  travels  throughout  the  country 
^  to  lead  media  library  conferences.  (Photo  by  Jim  Veneman) 


Once-a-week  witnessing 
not  Janies  Rose’s  style 


By  Charles  Willis 

Personal  “As  I  live  day  by  day  in  airline  ter- 
ekactivi-  minals,  restaurants,  motels,  and 
N*  James  barber  shops,  I  try  to  live  the  kind  of 
life  that  would  open  the  way  for  a  ver- 
rary  con-  bal  witness,”  be  said.  “I  make  an  at- 
ptist  Sun-  tempt  to  bear  my  witness  in  a  way 
omhome  that  won’t  be  offe^ive,  but  let  the  Ho- 
)rk  days.  ly  Spirit  convince  people  of  their  need 
rchisout  to  trust  the  Lord  and  know  the  same 
forgiveness  and  everlasting  life  Pve 
iadership  experienced.” 
itnessing  Rose  led  a  shoeshine  man  in  an 
id  of  his  Albuquerque,  N.M.,  hotel  to  (Christ, 
n  my  30b,  Likewise,  he  has  shared  his  faith  with 
ne  about  people  in  travel-related  service  jobs 
«edingly  in  Georgia,  Itexas,  and  South  CHarolina, 
hristian)  among  others.  A  Hie  folder  of  cor¬ 
respondence  with  people  he  has  led  to 
ime,  was  Christ  or  continues  to  counsel  is  in  his 
office  at  office 

Paducah.  Rose  has  used  tracts  that  he  con- 
flarmony  siders  particularly  appropriate  for  the 
(an  to  see  person  to  whom  be  is  witnessing,  and 
il  witness  he  has  pri>vided  materials  from  local 
0  act.  church  media  libraries  and  mailed 
t  of  door-  personal  Christian  resources  to  peo- 
g  one-on-  pie  across  the  country, 
ved,”  he  “Nothing  will  take  the  place  of  a 
verbal  witness,”  he  observed,  “but 
geforad-  after  some  time,  the  use  of  media 
ame  con-  helps  me  go  beyond  that  witness.” 
o  preach.  “The  greatest  joy  1  have  ever 
k1  in  per-  known,  outside  of  my  own  salvation 
;i  Baptist  experience,  is  when  I  have  seen  peo¬ 
ple  trust  the  Lord,”  he  reflected.  “The 
’’  he  said,  greatest  burden  I  have  is  for  all  the 
is  a  real  missed  opportunities  to  tell  others 
mity  and  about  the  Lord.”  IMHMMI  M 
without  Charles  Willis  writesT^^^HoWL^ 


NFEW  YORK,  N.Y.,  (ABS)  -  Like  fffifBfKSl 

the  loving  father  of  the  one  he  calls 
Savior,  Nicolas  Pinto  is  a  carpenter  by 

trade.  And  like  the  Son,  he  feels  a  call  i 

to  teach  people  the  truth. 

Nicolas  pastors  a  small  evangelical 
church  on  the  outskirts  of  La  Paz, 

Bolivia’s  capital  dty.  The  members  of 
his  flock  have  few  worldly  goods,  but 
they  are  rich  in  the  spirit,  reports  the 

American  Bible  Society.  JHHBr.lflBir  I 

And  now  after  years  of  waiting  they  | 
have  received  what  they  know  to  be  a  y 
gift  from  above,  the  first  Bible  ever  in 
their  own  language,  Aymara. 

With  love  and  tenderness  Nicolas  3  language  with  whidi  they  are  ill  at 
turns  the  pages  of  his  new  Bible, 

holding  it  like  a  precipus  jewel.  “We  Years  of  arduous  labor  went  into 
have  longed  for  this  moment  for  so  bringing  Nicolas  his  first  Bible,  elewen 
many  years,”  he  sa)«,  still  awed  by  the  of  them  spent  on  translating  the 
miracle  “It  is  truly  wonderful.”  Aymara  Old  Ibstaroent  alone  Nicolas 
In  the  past  those  to  whom  be  knows  this.  He  also  knows  that  he  has 
ministers,  working  men  and  women  the  generosity  of  Christians  in  the 
like  himself ,  did  not  always  get  the  fiill  United  States  to  thank  for  helping 
meaning  of  the  Gospel  message  It  make  it  possible 
could  only  be  read  to  them  in  Spanish,  Santia^  ()uispe  knows  it,  too.  A 


Years  of  arduous  labor  went  into 
bringing  Nicolas  his  first  Bible,  elewen 
of  them  spent  on  translating  the 
Aymara  Old  Ibstaroent  alone  Nicolas 
knows  this.  He  also  knows  that  he  has 
the  generosity  of  Christians  in  the 
United  States  to  thank  for  helping 
make  it  possible 

Santia^  Quispe  knows  it,  too.  A 


neighbor  of  Nicolas  in  La  Paz,  he  is 
employed  in  an  evangelical  printing 
shop,  and  in  fact  was  one  of  those  who 
worked  on  the  new  translation  under 
Bible  Society  guidance  At  last  be  is 
free  to  go  into  rural  areas  with  the 
true  Word  in  wwds  his  listeners  can 
understand. 

There  are  some  1.5  million  Aymara 
Indians,  originally  from  the  shores  of 
Lake  Titicaca.  That  is  why  the  Bible 
Society  chose  the  small  town  of 
Huarina  on  the  lake  shore  as  the  place 
to  dedicate  the  new  Bible  and  to  bold 
a  two-day  Biblical  congress  attended 
by  persons  from  more  than  10 
denominations  and  Christian 
organizations,  together  with  two 
special  guests  from  the  national 
government. 

The  Aymara  Bible  joins  the  first- 
ever  Bolivian  Quechua  Bible  among 
recent  new  Bible  Society  translaboos. 
two  more  steps  in  the  ministry  of  pro¬ 
viding  all  people  with  the  Word  of  God 
in  their  own  language 


School  Boa^. 


tauumn 


WMU  —  50  years  ago 

JUBILEE  —  About  5.000  Woman's  Missionary  Union  members  turned  out  tor  WMU's  50th  annrversary 
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by  Don  McGregor 


Democracy  is  precious 


A  new  American  nation  declared  its 
independence  from  England  in  1776 
and  made  that  declaration  effective 
with  its  defeat  of  the  English  forces 
at  Yorktown  in  1781.  It  was  on  Sept.  17, 
1787,,that  the  democracy  finally  was 
officially  formulated  with  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  Constitution  that  we  now 
have. 

The  democracy  that  citizens  of  the 
United  States  enjoy  is  a  very  precious 
thing.  At  3  p.m.  on  Sept.  17,  the 
employees  of  the  Baptist  Building  and 
others  who  were  in  the  building  at  the 
time,  paused  to  engage  in  a  simple 
ceremony  to  note  the  200th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  signing  of  the  Constitution. 

It  was  a  significant  occasion. 

Southern  Baptist  democracy  is  a 
very  precious  thing,  and  yet  at  the 
same  time  it  is  a  very  delicate  thing. 
If  it  is  to  continue  to  be  the  system  by 
which  we  handle  our  affairs,  we  must 
guard  our  democratic  system  as  if  it 


were  our  very  life  blood. 

Indeed,  for  many  thousands  of  peo¬ 
ple  our  democratic  system  may  be 
more  precious  than  their  own  life 
blood,  for  it  could  mean  whether  or 
not  they  would  have  a  chance  to  hear 
the  gospel  and  make  a  decision  that 
would  determine  their  salvation. 

But  democracy,  wherever  it  is 
found,  cannot  help  but  be  a  delicate 
concept.  Wherever  people  are  trying 
to  find  their  way  by  determining  the 
majority  opinion,  there  will  be  people 
among  them  who  will  try  to  bend  t^t 
opinion  to  their  own  concepts.  They 
either  will  have  determined  that  their 
concepts  are  bound  to  be  right 
because  they  are  their  concepts,  or 
they  will  be  determined  to  bend  the 
will  of  the  body  to  their  own  thinking 
in  order  to  accomplish  their  own 
desires. 

When  such  an  effmt  as  that  begins 
to  take  place,  the  majority  will  of  the 


body  can  be  subverted.  The  group 
making  the  bid  for^wer  can  be  un¬ 
caring  or  insensitive  to  the  will  of  the 
majority. 

This  can  be  true  particularly  in  the 
realm  of  religion.  In  this  field  as  in  no 
other  a  person  or  group  of  persons  can 
become  fixed  with  the  idea  that  they 
are  right  and  are  so  led  of  the  Lord 
that  they  must  exert  whatever  force 
it  takes  in  order  to  accomplish  their 
purposes. 

As  Baptists,  in  our  democratic 
system,  we  have  no  other  way  of  sear¬ 
ching  for  God’s  will  than  to  ask  the 
body  to  pray,  be  attuned  to  God,  and 
then  vote  their  convictions  as  to  what 
the  Lord  is  telling  them. 

When  that  delicate  democratic 
system  is  thrown  out  of  kilter  some¬ 
one  or  some  group  seeking  to  control 
the  direction  of  the  vote,  the  Lord’s 
will  can  be  missed  entirely.  Because 
(Continued  on  page  8) 


WHO  WROTE  THE  GREAT  BOOK? 
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Guest  opinions  ... 

Newly  discovered  evidence  for  Baruch 

By  Jerry  Vardaman 


“.  .  .  Seekest  thou  great  things  for 
thyself?  Seek  them  not  .  .  .” 
(Jeremiah  4S:5). 

Baruch  is  an  obscure  person  in  the 
Old  'Ihstament.  He  was  a  scribe  whose 
talents  Jeremiah  sometimes  used 
(Jer.  32;12;  36:4-32).  He  seems  to  have 
been  of  noble  family  (51:59);  he  was 
the  brother  of  Seraiah  who  was  an  of¬ 
ficial  in  the  court  of  the  king  of  Judaea 
named  Zedekiah.  Baruch  was  forced 
to  suffer  imprisonment  with 
Jeremiah;  and  when  this  prophet  was 
carried  against  his  will  to  E^rpt  after 
the  capture  of  Jerusalem  by 
Nebuchadnezzar,  Baruch  was  forced 
to  accompany  Jeremiah  (43:6).  He 
also  had  to  suffer  many  other 
shameful  indignities  along  with 
Jeremiah  (43:4;  3713).  We  know  little 
or  nothing  about  Baruch’s  last  days 
and  the  type  of  death  he  suffered. 

Welcome  new  light  has  just  surfac¬ 
ed  on  this  interesting  personality  of 
the  Old  Ihstament.  The  new  evidence 
derives  from  the  area  of  Jerusalem 
and  was  discovered,  [Necemeal,  in 
several  groups  of  seal  impressions 
turned  in  by  various  dealers  who 
bought  them  from  various 
nondescript  sellers.  These  seals  could 
have  been  secreted  away  from 
legitimate  excavations  being  carried 
out  (like  those  of  Y.  Shiloh,  who  has 
been  working  on  the  slopes  of  Ophel 
in  Jerusalem,  or  could  have  come 
from  other  sources).  N.  Avigad,  in  any 
case,  gradually  gained  access  to  255 
seal  impressions,  including  the  one 
mentioning  Baruch,  whereas  Shiloh 
published  dozens  of  other  seal  impres¬ 
sions  mentioning  82  names  of  just  as 
important  ancient  personalities,  such 


as  “Elnathan  son  of  Bilgai,”  “Azariah, 
son  of  Hilkiah,”  etc.  In  any  case,  the 
large  number  of  new  seal  imixessions 
is  quite  valuable  for  its  new  light  on 
the  great  numba*  of  new  names  it  pro¬ 
vides  of  people  in  the  time  of 
Jeremiah.  Many  of  these  names  are 
not  mentioned  in  the  Old  Ttetament 
and  were  not  otherwise  known 
previously.  Shiloh  has  discovered 
likewise  some  Arabian  names  also  in 
ancient  Jerusalem  (see  Pal.  Explor. 
Quarterly,  Jan.-June  1967,  pp.  9-18). 

Baruch  is  not  the  only  biblical  per¬ 
son  mentioned  in  this  new  material. 
“Jerahmeel”  (see  below)  is  mention¬ 
ed  as  well.  Baruch,  however,  is  call¬ 
ed  “Berekhyahu  son  of  Neriyahu  the 
Scribe,”  and,  as  such,  he  can  be  no 
other  person  than  the  contemporary 
of  Jeremiah  named  ‘'Baruch,  the  son 
of  Neriah,”  in  our  King  James  Ver¬ 
sion.  'The  archives  containing  these 
seal  impressions  give  evidence  of  be¬ 
ing  destroyed  by  fire,  and  when  one 
studies  this  evidence  the  words  in 
Jeremiah  have  new  application; 
“Seeketh  thou  great  things  for  thyself? 
Seek  them  not  ‘'The  firr  shows  at  least 
one  of  the  ways  this  ‘levil”  befell  the 
city  of  Jerusalem  in  Jeremiah’s  days. 
Still  other  people  were  carried  off  to 
captivity,  as  Baruch  himself  was  in 
time  Some  others  were  put  to  death 
by  the  sword.  Besides  Baruch,  as 
mentioned,  Jerahmed  (cf.  Jer.  36:26), 
the  son  of  the  king  (named 
Jehoiakim)  who  arrested  Jeremiah 
and  Baruch,  after  Jehoiakim  had 
burned  the  roll  of  the  prophecies  of 
Jeremiah,  is  also  mentioned  in  the 
collection  of  seal  impressions  just  now 
released.  (This  expression,  "son  of  the 


king,”  could  be  honorific,  designating, 
a  certain  office,  and  not  literally 
meant.) 

'Baruch  is  now  mentioned  in  a  seal 
impression  from  the  city  of 
Jerusalem!  This  is  a  remarkable 
find!  The  God  of  the  Bible  is  a  God 
who  deals  with  specific  places  and 
specific  times,  but  as  this  seal  impres¬ 
sion  reminds  us  again,  he  deals  with 
specific  people  as  well.  In  years  past 
we  have  witnessed  many  discoveries 
of  archaeological  nature  which  have 
mentioned  various  kings  who  are 
referred  to  in  the  pages  of  the  Old 
l^tament.  In  this  newly  discovered 
seal  we  have  mention  of  an  obscure 
personality  just  as  most  of  us  are  Our 
faith  is  not  reserved  for  the  elite  nor 
founded  in  myth.  Our  faith  is  found¬ 
ed  in  a  God  who  dealt  historically  and 
individually  with  the  obscure  lives  of 
people  in  the  past;  and  we  are 
reminded  again  that  he  spans  eterni¬ 
ty  and  deals  with  us  individually  to¬ 
day  as  well,  as  obscure  as  we  might 
likewise  be  The  seal  impression 
which  Baruch  used  to  sign  1^  name 
to  a  document,  now  destroyed,  is  a 
very  small  and  insignificant  thing, 
and  the  original  seal  is  now  lost.  But 
this  seal  impression  takes  on  great 
value  when  it  helps  us  to  establish 
again  the  accuracy  of  God’s  message 
through  his  prophets  in  time  past  as 
well  as  today. 

This  foregoing  assessment  of  the 
value  of  these  welcome  new  seal  im¬ 
pressions  mentioning  ‘‘Baruch”  and 
Jerahmeel”  seems  to  us  to  be  as  much 
as  can  be  safely  said  concerning  this 
new  discovery.  It  should  be  mention¬ 
ed  that  a  Clalifomia  scholar  (Richard 


Friedman,  University  of  Clalifomia, 
San  Diego)  appears  to  us  to  exceed  the 
evidence  wh^  he  asserts  in  news 
releases  issued  late  last  year  that  this 
Baruch  seal  demonstrates  that 
Baruch  wrote  Deuteronomy,  Joshua, 
Judges  and  II  Chronicles,  I  and  II 
Kings,  as  weU  as  Jeremiah,  lb  us,  this 
seems  to  overstate  what  is  clear  in  the 
new  discovery.  To  be  sure,  the 
discovery  is  a  complicated  one  and 
was  made  more  complicated  when 
Orthodox  Jews  forced  Siiloh’s  excava¬ 
tions  to  cease  just  when  he  was  on  the 
verge  of  discovering  more  of  those 
bullae,  perhaps,  than  he  was  able  to 
report,  thus  possibly  clandestine  dig¬ 
ging  turned  up  more? 

For  more  information  on  this  new¬ 
ly  found  archives,  the  reader  is  refer¬ 
red  to  N.  Avigad,  Hebrew  Bullae  from 
the  Time  of  Jeremiah;  Remnants  of 
a  Burnt  Archives,  Jerusalem:  Israel 


■in>“i>  13 
*)Don 


(=“For  Baruch 
son  of  Neriah, 
the  Scribe”) 

BARUCH  SEAL  IMPRESSION 
Drawing  «1 
(by  the  author) 


Exploration  Society,  1966.  See  also  for 
a  popular  presentation,  H.  Shanks, 
Biblical  Archaeology  Review,  in  the 
Sept.-Oct.  1987,  Vol.  13,  No.  5, 
“Jeremiah’s  Scribe  and  Confidant 
Speaks  from  a  Hoard  of  Clay  Bullae,” 
pp.  58-65;  see  also,  Y.  Shiloh,  Qedem, 
Vol.  19,  Excavations  at  the  City  of 
David  1,  1978-1982.  Jerusalem: 
Hebrew  University,  1984,  pp.  19-20, 
“Stratum  G,  Group  of  Bullae.”  See 
also,  N.  Avigad,  “Baruch  the  Scribe 
and  Jerahmeel  the  King’s  son,” 
Israel  Exploration  Journal  28  (1978), 
pp.  54-56. 

'Ib  close  this  brief  report  by  show¬ 
ing  our  readers  what  th^  seals  men¬ 
tioning  Baruch  and  Jerahmeel  look 
like: 

Jerry  Vardaman  is  a  professor  in 
the  Cobb  Institute  of  Archaeology  at 
Mississippi  State  University. 


=  bKiam  >  ^  •  D 
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(=“Fbr  Jerahmeel, 
son  of  the  king”) 


JERAHMEEL  SEAL  IMPRESSION 
Drawing  «2 
(by  the  author) 
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Fire  in  the  Pulpit, 
Fervor  in  the  Pew” 


Radio-TV  group  adopts  budget; 
‘^ACTS  stabilized  financially” 


By  Dick  McCartney 


The  '987  Mississippi  Baptist 
i’astors  c'onlerence  will  take  place  at 
.  irst  Church,  Jackson,  Nov.  9  with  the 
theme  “Fire  in  the  Pulpit  —  Fervor  in 
ne  Pew  ' 

The  two  sessions  of  the  conference 
vill  begin  at  9:30  a.m.  and  1  p.m. 

Four  Mississippi  Baptist  pastors 
epresenting  four  geographical 
egions  and  two  preachers  from  out¬ 
ride  the  state  will  be  preaching. 

Mississippi  Baptist  pastors  on  the 
iirogram  are  Kara  Blackard.  {lastor  of 
.Vh^ler  Grove  Church,  Corinth;  Gary 
Berry,  pastor  of  First  Church. 
MoComb;  Ed  Gandy,  pastor  of  First 
Church.  Kosciusko;  and  Davis  Odom, 
pastor  of  Crossgates  Church, 
Brandon. 

Also  included  on  the  program  are 
James  Merritt,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Snellville,  Ga..  who  is  a 
;ormer  pastor  of  Highland  Church, 
laurel ;  and  James  Draper,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Euless,  T^.,  a  former 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
\'ention.  He  will  bring  the  closing 
message. 

Music  leadership  is  being  provided 
by  Larry  Kulke,  minister  of  music  at 
Colonial  Heights  Church.  Jackson. 

President  of  the  Pastors’  Con¬ 
ference  is  Gerald  Harris,  pastor  at 
Colonial  Heights  who  explains  the 
purpose  of  the  conference  is  “to  stir 
the  hearts  of  Mississippi  Baptist 
pastors  toward  revival  and  to  preach 
the  Word  of  God  with  the  unction  and 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.” 

Other  officers  of  the  conference  are 


CHARLOTTE,  N.C.  (BP)  -  Direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Alliance 
have  unanimously  expressed  their 
dismay  that  the  Southern  Baptist  (Con¬ 
vention’s  Public  Affairs  Committee 
endorsed  Judge  Robert  H.  Bork,  “a 
political  candidate,”  for  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court. 

Alliance  directors,  in  a  resolution 
which  cited  SBC  actions  calling  for 
non-endorsement  of  political  can¬ 
didates,  asked  the  PAC  “to  withdraw 
its  endorsement  of  Judge  Bork.” 

The  Public  Affairs  (Committee,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Alliance  directors,  had 
taken  an  “unprecedented  entry  into  a 
political  process  by  a  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  agency.”  (Tbchnically,  the  PAC  is 
a  standing  committee,  not  an  agency.) 

Alliance  directors  also  said  the  PAC 
“does  not  speak  for  ail  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  on  this  or  any  other  issue.” 

The  resolution  came  during  an 
organizational  meeting  for  the  fledgl¬ 
ing  SBA  which  was  formed  in  April  by 
Southern  Baptists  who  feel  that  Bap¬ 
tist  traditions  and  principles  are 
threatened  by  trends  within  the  SBC. 

Directors  also  named  an  executive 
board,  established  task  forces  or 
board  committees  to  deal  with  mat¬ 
ters  of  concern  and  encouraged  state 
affiliates  to  send  women  and  layper¬ 
sons  to  serve  on  the  SBA  board. 

A  task  force  on  theological  educa¬ 


Merritt  Berry 

Tommy  Vinson,  pastor  of  Colonial 
Hills  Church,  Southaven;  and  Jon 
Doler,  pastor  of  First  (Church,  Raleigh. 


tion  was  created  to..suggest  alter¬ 
native  methods  in  the  event  Southern 
Baptist  seminaries  lose  their  ability 
to  conduct  open  inquiry  into 
theological  matters. 

Another  task  force  on  church 
literature  was  asked  to  explore  the 
need  for  new  materials,  document 
what  materials  are  available  from 
other  sources,  and  to  explore  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  supplemental,  undated 
biblical  material  that  can  be  used 
weekly  by  the  churches. 

The  literature  task  force  was 
created  because  of  dissatisfaction 
with  some  recent  Sunday  School 
lessons  produced  by  the  Southern 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board.  The 
task  force  leader  was  instructed  to 
contact  the  Sunday  School  Board  to 
ask  if  supplemental  materials  might 
be  produced  for  churches  holding 
moderate  theological  positions. 

The  newly  named  executive  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  SBA  includes  the  officers 
Henry  Crouch  of  (Charlotte,  N.C.; 
Susan  Lockwood  Wright  of  Chicago; 
Henry  Huff  of  Louisville  Ky.;  Richard 
Groves  of  Winston-Salem,  N.C.;  and 
Bruce  Morgan  of  Griffin,  Ga.;  plus 
Henry  Carpenter  of  Cocoa,  Fla. ;  Tbm 
Simms  of  Richton,  "Miss.;  Linda 
Weaver-Williams  of  Glen  Allen,  Va.; 
Marvin  Cameron  of  >Gatlinburg, 
(Continued  on  page  4) 


FORT  WORTH.  Texas  <BP)  - 
Trustees  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Radio  and  Television  Commission  ap¬ 
proved  an  $8.78  million  operating 
budget  for  19d7-88,  named  four  vice 
presidents,  and  heard  reports  of  ACTS 
network  growth  during  their  fall 
meeting  Sept.  14-15. 

The  new  budget  is  based  on  “ex¬ 
perience  rather  than  aspiration,”  of¬ 
ficials  said.  Jimmy  R.  .Allen,  commis¬ 
sion  president,  said.  “With  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  this  budget,  we  can  say  to 
Southern  Baptists  that  the  ACTS  net¬ 
work  is  stabilized  financially.” 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  An  attempt 
by  conservatives  to  dismiss  N.  Larry 
Baker  as  executive  director  of  the 
Southern  Baptist 
Oiristian  Life  Qm- 
mission  failed  by  a 
15-15  vote  Sept.  15. 

Joe  Atchism,  di¬ 
rector  of  missions 
for  Benton  Baptist 
Association  from 
Rogers,  Ark.,  pre¬ 
sented  the  motion 
Baker  to  dismiss  Baker 

immediately.  'The  measure  also  would 
have  empowered  the  newly  elected 
commission  chairman  to  appoint  a 
search  committee  and  name  an  in¬ 
terim  director. 

The  call  for  Baker’s  dismissal 
echoed  charges  brought  against  him 
when  commissioners  voted  16-13  to 
hire  him  Jan.  15  —  displeasure  with 
his  positions  on  abortion,  capital 
punishment,  and  women  in  ministry, 
as  well  as  displeasure  with  the  com¬ 
position  of  the  search  committee  that 
recommended  him. 

During  the  January  meeting.  Baker 
cited  four  cases  where  he  believes 
abortion  “may  be  allowed  as  an  ex¬ 
ception”  —  threat  to  the  life  of  the 
mother,  rape,  incest,  and  “perhaps  in 
the  case  where  traumatic  and  severe 
deformity  to  the  fetus  is  involved.” 

He  also  expressed  his  beliefs  that 
“(^  calls  women  to  serve  him  in 
ministry  as  he  calls  men  to  serve  him 
in  ministry”  and  “capital  punishment 
runs  counter  to  the  (Tuistian  ethic  and 
the  (Thristian  gospel.” 

Several  commissioners  affirmed 
Baker  and  the  progress  the  commis¬ 
sion  has  made  under  his  leadership 
but  they  said  he  should  be  terminate 


The  four  new  vice  presidents  are 
present  commission  emplt^ees.  Bob 
Thornton  was  named  vice  president 
for  production  and  programming;  EM 
Malone,  for  radip  a  new  title;  Michael 
Wright,  affiliate  relations;  and  Larry 
Johnson,  engineering  and  operations, 
also  a  new  office. 

They  will  join  controller  JerT>’ 
Stamps;  (Charles  Roden,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  support  sen'ices ;  and  Richard 
McL^rtney,  executive  vice  president, 
to  form  the  executive  management 
group  for  the  RTVC. 

The  adopted  budget  inchxles  $50,000 


because  of  the  views  he  express^  in 
January. 

Baker  is  doing  “meritorious  work.” 
but  the  effort  is  marred  by  the  ‘incon¬ 
sistency  between  his  expressed  belief 
and  his  action.”  said  Rudolph  Yakym. 
a  stockbroker  from  South  Bend,  Ind., 
who  later  was  elected  CLC  secretary. 
“His  (Baker's)  stated  positions  are  not 
what  I  would  seek  in  a  man  . . .  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  lead  us.” 

“I  love  Dr.  Baker  as  a  man.  We  have 
shared  personal  burdens,  but  those 
burdens  are  not  the  issue.”  said  FYed 
Lackey,  pastor  of  First  (Murch, 
Athens.  Ala.,  and  the  new  CLC  chair¬ 
man.  “I  cannot  support  Dr.  Baker  on 
abortion,  capital  punishment,  and 
women  in  the  pastwate.  I  do  disagree 
with  the  (selection)  process,  that  tfte* 
committee  did  not  include  a  single 
conservative.” 

Charles  Wade,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Arlington,  Tscas,  and  chair¬ 
man  of  the  search  committee  that 
recommended  Baker  as  executive, 
told  commissioners:  “One  of  the 
issues  raised  is  that  the  selection  pro¬ 
cess  was  flawed.  It  may  have  bmn. 
but  if  you  are  unhappy  (with  the  pro¬ 
cess)  I  suggest  you  attack  me  (not 
Baker).” 

Wade,  also  immediate  past  chair¬ 
man  of  the  commission,  pointed  out 
another  issue  concern^  conser¬ 
vatives’  unwillingness  to  concede  on 
the  exceptions  to  abortion;  “Your 
stubbornness  in  that  position  has  con¬ 
demned  millions  of  tebies  yet  unborn 
to  die.  If  you  fire  him  (Baker),  you 
may  think  you  have  pleased 
52-53-54-55  percent  of  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists.  But  there  are  45-46-47-48  percent 
of  us  who  want  to  work  on  abortion, 
who  are  polarized  if  you  are  so  rigid 


to  be  added  to  reserves  during  the 
year,  to  bring  total  reserves  to  $350,000 
t^  October  1988. 

Michael  Hamlet  of  Spartanburg, 
S.C.'.  chairman  of  the  commission's  af¬ 
filiate  relations  committee,  reported 
500,000  on-line  subscribers  had  been 
added  to  the  network  since  the  April 
trustee  meeting.  He  called  it  “nothing 
short  of  miraculous.  '  and  reported 
that  mme  than  6.9  million  househcrids 
now  are  able  to  receive  ACTS 
programming. 

Production  and  Programming  Vice 


you  will  not  let  us  help  you.” 

Wade  asked:  “Do  you  really  want  to 
end  96  percent  of  the  abortions  in 
America,  or  do  you  want  to  win  a 
political  point  and  let  millions  of 
babies  die?” 

C.  Nolan  Phillips,  pastor  of  Univer¬ 
sity  diurch.  Middletown.  CHiio,  said 
he  differs  with  Baker's  views  on  abor¬ 
tion  and  added.  “You  cannot  carry  the 
flag  if  you  do  not  believe  what  the  flag 
stands  for.” 

George  A.  Strickland,  director  of 
missions  of  Nine  Mile  Baptist 
Association  in  Pinckneyville,  Ill., 
warned  commissioners  that  firing 
Baker  could  trigger  acrimony  in  the 
divided  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
“I  don’t  think  you  know  what  kind  of 
thing  youll  unleash  out  in  the  field  if 
you  fire  this  man,”  he  said. 

Ben  Mitchell,  pastor  of  Middle 
Valley  Church.  Hixson,  Tenn.,  who 
described  himself  as  a  “rookie”  atten¬ 
ding  his  first  meeting  of  the  commis¬ 
sion.  said  Baker's  views  on  abortion, 
capital  punishment  and  the  role  of 
women  in  the  church  are  “at  best 
theologically  imprecise,  at  worst 
theologically  incorrect.” 

Another  commissioner,  Curtis 
Caine,  a  medical  doctor  from 
Jackson,  Miss.,  and  a  member  of 
First  Church  there,  twice  asked  Baker 
to  answer  questions  clarifying  his 
previously  stated  views  on  the  three 
controversial  issues. 

Both  times  Baker  declined,  the  se¬ 
cond  time  saying  he  would  be  willing 
to  sit  w'ith  the  commissioner  ‘^eyeball 
to  eyeball . . .  and  tell  you  how  my 
heart  is  shaped  ...  but  I  would  not  be 
making  a  statement  in  response  to 
you.” 

(Continued  on  page  4) 


Alliance  directors  decry 
endorsement  of  Bork 


(Continued  on  page  4) 
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at  every 


turn 


(Continued  from  page  3)  m  the  opening  minutes  of  me  meeting  reoenuy,  we  ve  oone  more  on  aoor- 
Baker  added'  “What  I  have  ex-  presented  an  alternate  agenda  that  tion  in  the  past  few  months  than  the 
periencedontbe  partafsomepersoiB  postponed  committee  meetings  and  Southern  Baptist  Convention  has  done 
on  this  board  is  either  inability  or  called  for  a  business  session  im-  in 40 years’” 

refusal  to  underetand  my  word.  What  mediately  foUowing  Baker’s  first  Baker  outlined  new  or  expanded 
I’ve  experience  on  the  part  of  some  report  to  commissioners.  CU:  program  initiatives,  including 

is  an  adv^rial  relationship  which  Atchison'S  motion  to  dismiss  Baker  those  related  to  abortion,  AIDS, 
takes  my  words  and  uses  them  in  a  was  followed  by  a  series  (if  parliaroen-  citizenship,  pornography,  world 
comba^way  to  try  and  tack  my  tary  procedures.  Chairman  Lynn  P.  hunger;  and  gambling,  as  well  as  ex¬ 
hide  to  the  wall  I  would  rather  not  Clayton,  editor  of  the  Baptist  panded  efforts  in  production, 
have  my  words  to  you  (Caiiie)iBed  fay  Message,  newsjournal  of  the  Lbui-  marketing  and  distribution  of  ethics 
people  whose  ears  are  unhearing  and  siana  Baptist  Convention,  the  resources. 

hearts  are  unresponsive.”  mot^o^  °!]**®*^  bemuse  it  would  coming  year,  we  as  a  com- 

TWtrustees  who  said  they  had  r^  Bale’s  p^ous  e^oa  ^^00  have  a  remarkable  opportuni- 
voted  against  Baker  in  January  told  cann^  rracind  m  election,  ^  „  ,«j£  ^  focus  our  attention 

commissioners  they  would  vote  to  Cl^don  Mid,  but  ruUng  was  over-  direct  our  energies,  this  can  be 

support  Baker  in  the  effort  to  dismiss  ndden  by  a  simple  majority  vote.  highrat  hour  and  our  finest  year.” 

^*^rrevNaia  minister  of  mittic  and  tl^  yoting,  all  M  prw^  Att^ison,  who  had  iiiade  the  motion 
Larrey  Noia,  mi^tCT  of  musK  ^  commissiooers  cast  ballots,  including  digmi-s  Baker  later  acknowled^ 
school  administrator  at  First  clavton.  whoMidhewasaoinfito^  to  dismiM  BakCT^ later  acknowieoged 

<;niithem  rhuTch  Fteotain  Vhllev  he  was  disappointed  with  the  outcome 

Southern  c^urc^  reuiw^.i.MiJ^,  erase  his  pwegative”  as  chauinan  to  hut  «wid  he  w^d  accent  the  vote  and 
Calif .  Mid  he  voted  agamst  Baker  m  ^  out  saia  ne  wouio  accept  me  vote  ana 

vote,  and  c^Rob^^  roles  of  Order  Baiter:  “I  think  there’s  a 

gpjosu|^his^on.-nie«^ycom-  good  spirit  on  our  boanl.  and  ve  have 
ian  **  _  .  Thomas  been  able  to  accomplish  some  things 

Chamblee,  ^ad  on  our  conservative 
^  who  had  a  schedule  conflict.  agenda 

of '  rjbonniissiooers  turned  down  an  We  did  give  the  staff  some 
ilso  amfpdment  by  CHedith  (Campbell,  guidelines  th^  never  had  before  and 
ji^ifcaffi'Aiiyger  Church,  Huntington,  thds  accomplished  what  we  would 
IX^a.,  that  Wbdld  have  given  Baker  have  had  with  a  man  with  those  con- 
inst  until  next  Mapch  to  prove  himself,  servative  concerns.” 
rant  Campbell’s  motion  called  for  commisr  h  Ashed'tf  Baker’s  tenure  would  be 
•  he  sioners  to  meet  in  special  session  to  chellenged'oext  year;  Atchison,  new 
reconsider  Baker’s  performance  oa  CIC  chairman.  Mid:  “I  have  no  idea; 
nan  issues  related  to  abortion,  capital  it’s  not  in  my  mind  at  all.  Probably 
ban  punishment,  and  women  in  minikry.  that  question  will  have  to  be  answered 
a  in  Prior  to  the  vote  on  his  dismisMl,  in  what  we  see  this  year.  We’ve  given 

_  _ _ _ irry  Bciker  told  conunissioners  the  past  six  him  another  year  to  give  the  leader- 

isit  I  was'wrone  I  have  asked  months  had  been  eventful,  turiMilent,  ship  we  feel  Southern  Baptists  need  in 
the  Lord  to  forgive  me.’’  He  looked  at  productive  The  piece  of  work  of  this  place” 

Baker  and  added,  “Now  I  am  going  to  which  I  am  proudest  during  the  past  (Coatribating  to  this  article  were 
vote  for  you”  months  is  the  commission’s  initiative  Dan  Martin  and  Marv  Knox  of  the 

on  abortion,”  he  Mid.  “We  have  focus-  Baptist  Press  central  office  Hm 
ed  our  moral  agenda  on  the  issue  of  Fields  of  the  Christian  Life  Commis- 
The  attempt  to  dismiss  Baker  was  abortion  on  a  scope  never  seen  before  sion  and  Greg  Warner  of  the  Florida 
et  in  motion  by  James  Wood,  pastor  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Lkmvention.  Baptist  Witness,  representing  the 
f  Moimt  Vernon  Church,  Atlanta,  who  “One  of  the  commissioners  told  me  Sonthern  Baptist  Press  Association.) 


This  kttar  reflects  the  isolation  that  results  from  hawing  been  de¬ 
prived  acceptaitoe  and  emotional  support  from  family  and  friends. 

I  am  17,  a  junior  in  hi^  school.  When  I  was  7,  my  father 
dfod.  My  mom’s  jobs  take  up  most  of  her  time.  I  have  no  _  ‘ 
brothan  or  sistart.  Mom  had  to  raiso  me  by  herself,  but  j 
she's  either  too  busy  or  too  tked  to  me  much  attention. ' 
We  were  always  movint  from  town  to  town,  alono. 


bal^.  Sinca  than  averythint  has  beao  so  dlf^cult  W^  I 
tiy  to  make  friends,  I  faii.  I  have  never  had  many  anyway,., ' 
but  this  is  unbearable.  Do  you  have  (iny  suggestions? 

We  tried  to  tell  her  why  ar>d  then  suggest  some  steps  she  might 
take.  '*■  ’ 

Wb  acquire  our  f!i^  hnagea  of  ouraafvea  in  the  ayaa  ofpar- 
^^anta.  if  we  are 'denied  suatenanca  for  our  paraanalitiaa 
through  death  or  abaerKa  of  a  parent,  than  it  ia  llkaly  that 
wa  wifi  lack  the  setf-aataem  required  to  relata  wall  to  othara. 

.  Your  Initial  ejq>ftiancea,  Ifowavar,  need  not  cripple  you.  • 
Each  of  us  must  restructure  the  way  we  view  oursalvas. 
Miy  not  aka  your  cue  from  the  way  God  seas  you:  ai  a 
precious  individual,  valued  by  him,  loved  by  him.  With 
this  new  parspaedva,  you  can  begin  to  look  for  the  bast  in 
youraalf-axpacting  to  firtd  it!  Christ  can  help  in  satf-idan- 
tity  and  in  sin  problems. 

Soma  practical  steps  might  include  seeking  new  acquaint- 
arK:as  and  bacomirtg  involved  in  activities  for  youth.  Change 
..  crowds  to  find  those  who  are  more  accepting,  especially  t 
daffy  in  a  church  that  demonstrates  genuine  interest  in 
paraorts.  Only  as  a  last  resort  should  you  conddar  going 
to  a  new  community  where  people  will  not  look  at  who 
you  were  but  at  vdto  you  are  becominal 


ecutiveon 


Mullins  Award  honors  two 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  A  ly  to  the  late  Ubby  Thrlton  Senter, 
retired  state  Baptist  convention  ex-  Southern  Baptist  missionary  to 
ecutive  and  a  late  Southern  Baptist  Liberia  who  was  murdered  in 
foreign  missionary  have  been  honored  November  1966. 
by  Southern  Seminary  with  the  The  E.Y.  Mullins  award,  the 
school’s  highest  award.  seminary’s  equivalent  of  an  honorary 

In  convocation  services  opening  the  doctorat^  is  named  for  the  Southern 
fall  semester  at  the  Louisville,  Ky.,  Seminary  president  who  led  the 
campus,  the  E.Y.  Mullins  Denomina-  school  from  1899  until  his  death  in 
tional  Service  Award  was  presented  to  1928.  The  theologian  also  served  terms 
Franklin  Owen,  retired  executive  as  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
secretary-treasurer  of  the  Kentucky  (Convention  and  the  Baptist  World 
Baptist  (Convention,  and  posthumous-  Alliance 


Radio-TV  group  adopts  budget 


((Continued  from  page  3)  during  trustee  discussions.  John  but  the  emphasis  is  on  ixeaching  the 
President  Thornton  reported  that  on-  Peper  of  Maryland  took  note  of  the  gospel 

ly  about  10  percent  of  programming  conservative  swing  in  SBC  resolutions  Allen  also  asked  trustees  to  i^om- 
in  the  fall  ACTS  schedule  would  be  and  Mid,  “My  prayer  is  that  our  com-  mend  future  speakers  for  the  two  Bap- 
reruns.  ‘  mission  is  going  in  that  direction.”  tist  Hour  tele^ion  programs  whi(± 

Among  new  programs  being  pro-  In  response  Allen  Mid  be  had  schedule  speakers  on  an  annual  rota- 
duced,  he  Mid,  are  new  “Invitation  to  resisted  any  tendency  to  “politicize”  tion.  Speakers  now  are  Peter  James 

Life”  episodes,  six  college  football  commission  programming.  He  Mid,  Flamming,  pastor  of  First  (Church,  ((Continued  from  page  3)  The  SBA  board  spent  considerable 

games,  new  “Profiles”  programs,  and  “We  try  to  address  oir  various  publics  Richmond,  Va.,  and  Richard  Jackson,  Tenn.;  J.  Frank  Gilreath  Jr.  of  time  discussing  the  role  and  repreMn- 

a  new  southern  gospel  music  series  to  with  people  who  are  preaching  the  pastor  of  North  Phoenix  Church.  He  (Charlotte,  N.C.,  and  Anne  Neil  of  Wake  tation  of  women  within  the  organiza- 

begin  in  January.  gospel.”  Allen  added  he  is  trying  to  be  Mid  two  new  speakers  will  be  chosen  Fbrest,  N.C.  tion.  Anne  Neil,  active  in  Women  in 

Development  staff  members  certain  that  a  broad  range  of  view-  to  begin  broadcasting  in  January  The  SBC  also  voted  to  hold  its  an-  Ministry  in  the  SB<C,tcdd  the  duectors, 

reported  more  than  $869,000  in  cash  points  is  represented  on  the  network,  when  speakers  are  to  be  changed.  nual  convocation  March  21-23  at  “The  SBA  is  the  first  group  of 
ai^  pledges  had  been  received  in  a  Mercer  University  in  Macon,  Ga.  Southern  Baptists  in  my  lifetime  to  go 

Capitol  fund  drive  in  the  Atlanta  area.  Membership  in  the  SBA  totals  more  on  record  as  supportive  of  equal  part- 

included  was  a  $200,000  grant  from  than  10,000  people,  including  1400  nership  with  women  in  ministry. 

an  Atlanta-based  foundation  to  be  us-  namt^a  atiirl^nt  rlit-Antrir  members  who  have  paid  between  $25  ..o,,* foir 

ed  to  fund  a  central  distribution  Tennessee  names  ttamson  student  director  Othen  are  in  14  Chur-  .  ^ 

system  for  ACTS.  In  addition,  the  staff  ches  which  have  joined.  ^ 

reported,  a  $350,000  deferred  gift  was  BRENTW(X)D,  TN  -  Ircel  C.  Har-  of  Mississippi,  Hattiesburg;  Directors  adopted  goals  to  reach  by  women  present 

received  which  was  not  included  in  rison  Jr.,  program  associate  in  the  Southwestern  Seminary;  and  earned  convocation  time:  2,500  regular  The  directors  responded,  insisting 
the  reported  total.  A  goal  of  $1.2  Tennessee  Baptist  Oxivention’s  Stu-  the  doctor  of  ministry  degree  from  members  who  will  pay  $30  each;  2S0  that  ^ch  state  have  a  woman  among 

million  was  announced  for  the  dent  Department  for  the  past  three  Southern  Seminary.  He  is  a  former  sustaining  members  to  pay  $100 each;  its  three  or  more  directors,  and  the 

campaign.  years  has  been  named  as  director  of  BSU  director  at  MiMtosippi  State  and  30  churches  who  will  pay  $1  per  first  vice  president  of  the  S^  will  be 


The  recent  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  controversy  surfac^  briefly 


1 


the  department. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  the  University 


University. 


resident  member.  Student  member¬ 
ship  is  $10. 


a  liaison  with  the  national  Women  in 
Ministry  group. 


•  I  (I-.' 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  limited  to  300  words  and  the  editor  reserves 
the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer.  Editorial  prerogatives  must  be  reserved 
under  ail  circumstances,  and  the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  do  noT 
necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  staff  of  the  Baptist  Record.  Only  signed 
letters  will  be  used,  but  the  writer  may  request  that  his  name  be  withheld. 


Home  Mission  Board 
concerns  • 

Editcnr: 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  the  re- 
_  cent  Home  Bfission  Board  dectsioa  to 
^“'^estrict  the  appointment  oi  divorced 
pers<M)8  as  well  as  those  who  are 
believns  in  speaking  in  tongues,  etc. 

We  are  setting  a  poor  examine  to 
the  lost  world  and  to  everyone  who 
would  criticize  our  Baptist  sysj^m  of 
cooperation. 

As  one  who  has  served  as  a  summer 
mission  volunteer  while  a  Baptist  col¬ 
lege  student,  this  also  hurts  the  Held 
personnel  who  are  working  against  all 
odds  out  there.  The  peo|rfe  who  one 
reaches  are  sometimes  (Uvorced  and 
have  other  situations  that  need  to  be 
handled  with  care  in  love  and 
understanding.  It  does  not  lend  itself 
to  bickering  over  theology  or  mar- 
•  riage,  present  or  former  ones  or  their 
history. 

As  it  is  now,  one  must  pass  the  true 
Baptist  test  to  even  get  appointed.  We 
are  getting  nowhere  in  missions  if  we 
can’t  recruit  persons  who  are  willing 
to  serve  as  God  has  called  them,  rich, 
poor,  divorced,  different  in  theology, 
etc. 

Please  reconsider  the  whole  situa- 
Uon,  HMB. 

Lonnie  Stewart 
Auburn,  Ala. 


Task  of  church  training 

Eklitor; 

Recently  the  following  pastor’s  col¬ 
umn  in  a  church  bulletin  came  across 
my  desk.  I  thought  it  worth  passing 
on.  Many  Mississippi  pastors  have 
taken  the  same  stance.  Thank  the 
Lord  for  them.  We  need  many  m(M%. 

CHURCH  TRAINING  —  A  PRIORTTY 
Dr.  Darrell  Robinson 
Dauphin  Way  Baptist 
Mobile,  AL 

For  years  Churd)  TVaining  has  been 
on  the  back  burner  in  the  life  of  many 
churches.  Today  we  are  seeing  the 
devastating  effect. 

Many  of  our  members  know  and 
understand  little  of  the  great  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  Bible,  or  church  history 
and  polity,  and  of  social,  moral,  and 
ethical  teachings  of  the  Bible. 

A  great  trend  in  many  churches  to¬ 
day  is  to  pattern  after  the  modem 
marketing  techniques  in  reaching 
people  The  pattern  is  to  discover  a 
need  and  give  attention  to  that  need. 
There  is  certainly  an  element  of  truth 
and  legitimacy  in  this  approach.  It  is 
the  purpose  of  our  Lord  and  his 
church  to  minister  to  people  at  the 
point  of  their  need.  And  that  approach 
gets  a  crowd.  It  Cratches  wh^  they 
itch.* 

Yet,  such  an  approach  has  the 
church  putting  band  aids  on  cancers, 
dealing  with  surface  needs  rather 
than  the  source  of  problems. 

GROUNDING  OUR  PEOPLE  in 
the  faith  of  the  Bible  and  the  church 
is  a  must.  Your  leaders,  deacons,  staff, 
and  pastor  are  calling  on  the  entire 
church  family  to  participate  in 


Church  IVaining  on  Sunday  evening  at 
5  p.m.  Beginning  Oct.  4,  we  will  have 
a  fully  departmentalized  Church 
'lY^ining  program.  The  Church  IVain¬ 
ing  group  will  provide  a  time  (rf 
enriching  fellowship  for  participants 
and  a  personal  growth  through  study 
and  training. 

Won’t  you  j(w  your  pastor  and 
leaders  in  making  Church  IVaining  a 
priority?”  ^ 

Notice  the  “scratch  where  they 
itch”  comment.  Maybe  we  do  need  to 
give  a  long  range  look  at  providing 
ongoing  dodplesbip  training  for  all  of 
our  peofrie  This  is  the  task  of  Church 
Tiaining. 

Mose  D.  Dangerfield 
Director,  Chinch  Training 
MississipfH  Baptist  Convention 
Board 


The  Bork  nomination 

Eklitor: 

A  Baptist  Press  release  dated 
August  28  stated  the  Public  Affairs 
Committee  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Coovmtion  has  endorsed  the  nomina¬ 
tion  of  Robert  Bork  to  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court. 

IViis  action  is  unprecedented  in  our 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  I  call 
iqwn  the  committee  to  rescind  this  ac¬ 
tion  and  apologize  to  all  Southern 
Baptist  for  jeopardizing  the  tax- 
exempt  status  of  our  great  denomina¬ 
tion.  The  committee  action  is  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  Southern  Baptist  by-laws  and 
long  standing  Baptist  polity. 

The  issue  is  not  Mr.  Bork.  He  may 
or  may  not  be  qualified.  The  issue  is 
whether  Southern  Baptists  will  now 
make  a  radical  departure  from  our 
historical  position  of  separation  of 
church  and  state  by  endorsing  can¬ 
didates  and  nominees  for  public 
office. 

1  congratulate  the  Christian  Life 
Commission  of  the  Baptist  General 
Convention  of  Texas  for  calling  the 
Public  Affairs  Committee  to  task  on 
this  issue. 

The  chairman  of  the  Public  Affairs 
Committee  is: 

Sam  P.  Currin 

17  Pineview  St. 

Ralei^,  N.C.  27608 
Williath  L.  Jenkins,  Jr. 

^Long  Beach,  MS 

The  Bork  nomination 

Editor; 

I  want  to  go  on  record  as  saying 
publicly  that  the  Public  Affairs  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  made  a  serious  and  historic 
mistake  when  they  voted  to  endorse 
Robert  Bork  as  a  candidate,  or  ap¬ 
pointee,  to  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court. 

The  issue  is  not  their  endorsement 
of  Robert  Bork.  The  issue  is  the  en¬ 
dorsement  by  any  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  agency,  institution,  or 
committee  of  any  candidate  for  any 
office  at  any  time  under  any 
circumstances. 

The  members  of  the  Public  Affairs 


Committee  have  shown  either  ig¬ 
norance  or  disregard  for  one  of  the 
important  principles  to  winch  the 
Southern  ^ptist  Convention  has 
aifiiered  in  the  142  years  of  its  history. 
No  seven  people  within  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  have  the  right  to 
try  to  throw  the  weight  of  the  14 
million  member  constituency  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  behind 
any  governmental  person. 

If  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
in  its  next  annual  session  fails  to 
disavow  this  action  by  its  Public  Af¬ 
fairs  CiMumittee,  the  mistake  will  be 
compounded. 

It  is  sad  that  we  Christians,  who 
have  a  Savior,  keep  looking  for  a 
savior  in  the  political  realm,  or  keep 
trying  to  make  one. 

Joe  H.  Tuten,  pastor 
Calvary  Baptist  Church 
Jackson,  Mississippi 

Forces  of  good  and  evil 

Editor: 

Since  the  dawn  of  history  during  the 
days  of  Cain  and  Abel  there  have  ex¬ 
ist^  in  this  world  two  mighty  forces ; 
“the  force  of  good”  and  “the  force  of 
evil.”  These  forces  are  constantly  in 
conflict  with  each  other.  Even  today, 
these  forces  are  present  in  our  lives. 

During  my  lifetime  I  have  heard 
and  have  known  about  Adolph  Hitler 
from  1931  to  his  suicidal  death  in  1^. 
Hitler,  as  history  will  record  his  life, 
was  a  man  of  evil.  He  followed  the 
“force  of  evil.”  Hitler  brought  about 
destruction,  misery,  and  death  into 
the  world!  He  was  indeed  the  Great 
Satan  irf  the  20th  Century. 

Conversely,  I  have  heai^  and  know 
about  Billy  Graham  from  1949  to  the 
present.  BiUy  Graham  as  history  will 
record  his  life  is  a  man  of  good  will. 
He  follows  the  “force  of  good.”  Billy 
Graham  has  brought  about  and  is  still 
bringing  happiness  and  the  love  of 
God  into  the  world!  He  is  God’s 
evangelist  of  the  20th  Century. 

Man  has  to  decide  which  force  to 
follow.  In  choosing,  man  must  decide 
what  he  wants  out  of  life  It  is  really 
a  simple  choice;  man  must  choose 
either  GOOD  or  EVIL! 

Robert  S.  Leigh 
Jackson 

Toxish  celebration 

Eklitor: 

On  Oct.  11,  1987,  Taxish  Baptist 
Church,  Pontotoc  County,  will  be 
celebrating  its  sesquicentennial. 
Some  of  our  former  pastors  and  many 
former  members  and  friends  will  be 
present.  Lunch  will  be  served  by  the 
church,  and  an  interesting  afternoon 
program  has  been  planned. 

We  have  written  to  former  members 
who  live  away  from  this  area  when  ad¬ 
dresses  were  available  to  us,  but  we 
know  there  are  those  we  may  have 
missed.  We  are  asking  your  help  in 
passing  the  invitation  along  because 
this  is  a  great  day  for  our  church. 

It  would  help  us  in  planning  to  hear 
from  those  who  will  be  with  us  on  Oc¬ 
tober  11.  Letters  may  be  addressed  to; 
Historical  Committee 
Toxish  Baptist  Church 
Route  1,  Box  9eA 
Pontotoc,  Mississippi  38863 

We  appreciate  your  help  in  this 
matter. 

Cooper  Thompson 
Publicity  Chairman 


Hickersoa 


Involving  Adult  and  Youth  Teachers 

In 


BIBLE  STUDY 

Mississippi  College 
Hall  of  ^me  Room 
9:00  •  3:00 

Thursday,  Oct.  1 

For  teachers  of  Adults:  “MALACHI:  Rekindling  the  Fires 

of  Faith” 

Led  by:  Dr.  Janies  E.  Harvey,  consultant,  Sunday  school 
department. 

For  teachers  of  Youth:  “I  John:  The  Truth  About  Love 

and  Assurance” 

Led  by:  Stan  Hickerson,  Minister  of  education  and 
youth.  Liberal,  Kansas 

Lunch  provided  compliinentary  of  MIssissippf 
College,  Dr.  Lewis  Noble^  president 

Sponsored  by.  Sunday  School  Dept. 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Bd. 

Keith  yyilkinson,  director 
Chester  Maughn,  program  direclor 

“A  Service  of  the  Cooperative  Program” 


AVAILABLE  IN  THESE  AREAS 

Brandon/PMTl 

Rankin  County  Cabia 

Cb  35 

Bay  Spnngs 

Video  kic. 

Cb  15 

Bruca 

WalctWSruca  Cabia 

Cb  7 

For  information  contact: 

WOT  Low  Fkxaaf  TV 

TV  7 

Clevaland 

Wamar  Amm  Cabia 

Cb  10 

-%SlUq_  Farrafl  Blankansbip 

QraenvjHe 

McCaw  Cabia 

Cb  15 

IllT  Mias  Baptisl  Conv  Bd 

HoMandale 

Broadband  Cabia 

Cb  17 

IML  P  0  Box  530 

Jactson 

CuMoi  Cabia 

Cb  14 

VAr  Jackson  MS  39205 

Mandian 

Comcaai  Cabia 

Cb  11 

Haitiaaburg 

U.A.  (Me 

Cb  6 

Laurel 

Laurat  CommurMty  Cabia  Ch  18 

Smith  tells  singles 


Nothing  can  happen  toda 
God  won’t  see  me  through 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

Labor  Day  weekend  was  spent  at-  why  you  would  ask  that,  but  I  hope  ing,  too.  “He  was  a  little  bit  of  the  Ho- 
tending  the  Single  Adult  conference  at  you’ll  understand  why  I’m  not  going  ly  Spirit  to  me.”  said  Smith.  “A  friend 
Ridgecrest  Baptist  Conference  Center  to  answer  it.”  (That  might  work  is  someone  who  helps  you  find  your 
in  North  Carolina  learning,  if  nothing  anyw'here.)  strength  in  God.” 

else,  that  there  are  a  lot  of  us.  "Reduce  your  ‘manipulat-ability’  ”  Concerning  the  single’s  world, 

Estimates  are  that  32  percent  of  all  “Watch  out  from  the  trinkets :  ”  Smith  told  of  the  I  Chronicles  story  of 

Southern  Baptist  adults  are  single,  laundry,  home-cooked  meals,  free  ad-  Jabez  (What  parent  would  name  a 
That  puts  just  about  all  the  other  vice.  "Some  of  those  things  have  very  child  a  word  meaning  pain?  Smith 
categories  in  the  minority.  “You  just  little  strings  that  will  strangle  you.”  mused.)  He  said  there  are  two 
can’t  ignore  that  sizable  group  of  peo-  he  said.  responses  to  difficult  circumstances 

pie.”  said  Jerry  Hayner,  pastor  of  For-  “Regulate  your  time  with  your  —  change  the  circumstance,  or  failing 
rest  Hills  Church.  Raleigh,  who  was  parents,  develop  yoiu-  own  traditions,  that,  change  one’s  attitude  toward  that 
the  conference  preacher.  accept  your  parents  as  your  parents,  circumstance.  Concerning  the 

It  rained  on  atout  3.200  of  us  (about  and  obey  God.”  Noted  Smith.  “If  Jesus  character  of  a  person  who  is  blessed. 
80  of  us  from  First  Church,  Jackson)  had  obeyed  Mary  he  would  probably  Smith  said  he  or  she  has  priorities 
that  weekend.  In  fact,  it  rained  all  but  have  gone  back  to  the  carpenter  clear.  He  pointed  to  the  Bible  verse, 
about  30  minutes  of  the  weekend.  That  shop.”  _  “Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of 

was  the  time  a  group  of  us  tried  to  He  said.  There  comes  a  time  when  heaven  .  .  He  said  that  verse 
climb  a  mountain,  getting  drenched  you  stop  indicting  your  parents  for  guarantees,  not  wealth,  but 
on  the  way  back.  however  they  have  failed  you.  It’s  im-  “everything  you  need  to  serve  him.” 

But,  looking  at  it  from  a  positive  portant  you  tell  your  parents  they  are  Smith  said  the  single  adult  looking 
viewpoint,  the  rain  made  me  attend  loved.”  for  Mr.  or  Miss  Right  is  wasting  time, 

the  sessions  —  there  was  no  place  else  In  Smith’s  lectures,  which  he  said  “Work  on  becoming  Mr.  or  Miss 
to  go.  And  in  the  sessions  I  heard  one  come  from  his  book  “Positively  Right.”  he  said, 
of  the  finest  speakers  by  whom  I  have  Single,”  he  opened  and  closed  with  Smith,  in  what  may  have  been  a 
ever  been  lectured  to.  children’s  stories  about  the  topic  at  wrapup  statement  for  his  series,  said 

He  goes  by  Harold  Ivan  Smith.  He  hand.  He  told  of  a  frog  and  a  toad  wha  There  is  nothing  that  can  happen  to 
was  what  they  called  the  Singlelife  being  friends,  once  had  a  picnic  “sit-  me  today  that  G<xl  won’t  see  me 
lecturer.  I  discovered  him  after  the  through  ...  or  bring  enough  friends 

first  of  his  four  lectures.  By  then,  peo-  in  my  life  to  help  me  through.” 

pie  were  going  45  minutes  early  to  One  other  area  of  the  conference 

seats.  (other  than  the  food  which  was  good 

Smith,  a  writer  and  speaker  from  and  my  general  aversion  to  Jesus 

Kansas  City,  discussed  the  single  cheers  which  sprang  up  once  in  the 

adult's  relationship  with  one’s  self,  ~  auditorium)  was  a  dual  lecture  on 

parents,  friends,  and  his  or  her  world.  “Single  Men  Understanding  Single 

I  caught  the  last  three.  Women,”  and  Single  . . .  (the  other 

Smith  said  that  a  person’s  parents  way  around),jrhe  woman  leading  the 

don't  have  to  be  alive  to  influence  him  men's  session  allowed  a  few  men  to 

or  her.  And  the  age  doesn’t  matter.  He  dominate  the  discussion.  Then  I  went 

told  of  a  woman  in  her  70s  who  told  into  the  women’s  session  with  the 

him  her  mother  is  driving  her  crazy.  leader’s  permission  and  there  was  one 

How?  The  woman  had  been  on  the  of  the  men  who  suffered  from 

front  porch  with  Roscoe  the  night  1  “Overspeak”  in  the  other  session.  He 

before  and  her  mother  flashed  the  i  I  ti  talked  there,  too. 

porch  lights  “having  a  carnal  fit,”  she  uL  I  i  |  Basically,  from  these  two  sessions, 

said.  “Mother  has  run  off  every  f  yjk  I  heard  that  women  tend  to  have  more 

man  . .  .  and  at  my  age  there  are  not  I  dependency  on  others  for  a  sense  of 

that  many.”  f  self  esteem  and  that  men  are  more 

Smith  explained  that  many  parents  task  oriented  and  that  men  are  a  real 

keep  single  adults  in  “half  nelsons  pain.  It  was  depressing  to  know  that 

emotionally,”  ( Note  that  much  of  what  so  many  men  apparently  have  rela- 

Smith  says  goes  for  anybody,  not  just  tionship  disabilities  according  to  the 

singles.)  Singleness  of  one’s  children  1  speaker.  He  did  conclude  that  “men 

is  sometimes  a  problem  for  the  j  can  only  reach  their  full  potential  in 

parents.  and  through  Jesus  Christ.”  He  warn- 

He  said  that  even  Jesus  had  pro-  ed  the  women  about  dating  men  who 

blems  with  his  mother.  not  (Christians:  “You  be  careful 

Solutions  to  parental  problems,  ac-  about  dating  in  the  world.” 

cording  to  Smith  include; 

"Choose  to  be  a  son  or  daughter  Jean  Costner,  music  artist,  Birm-  I 
rather  than  a  child.”  “Reject  their  '"gbam.  sings  for  Singles 

fearsand^tionamies.”He  toldof  a  ting  alone  together.”  Why  friendships?  IMM 
woman  al^t  to  take  a  big  trip  who  smith  said  that  frietKfc  are  for  com- 

wasapprehens^aboutgo.ng^Why?  i^„3j,i  since  not  everyb^^^ 

“She  threatened  to  die  while  I  m  t  ^  p^p,^  need  structure, 

^  I  security  (He  said  when  things  go 
Affirm  their  progress.  Parents  can  • 

„  ..  bump  in  the  night,  it  s  good  to  have  a 

ctonge.”  “Admit  t^ir  faults^d  im  friend  ).  finances  (He  ^id  that  some 

adequacies.  Smith  d^enbed  the  jn  the  church  fellowship  can’t  afford 

parent  a  son  or  daughter  c^o  financially  some  of  the  outings,  but 

please  and  the  emotionally  absent  |  ^^e  experience  He  said  some 

^Sineate  vour  54-40  or  fifiht  ”  He  *  ^ 

.  liVu  "*^**  ^”!^[^  .  ^  °*^  **^*  loneliness,  intimacy,  and  “tag- 

told  the  gr^p  that  there  are  some  teaming”  (  “When  life  is  really  letting 

issues  worth  arguing  over  but  that  us  have  it.  I  have  someone  in  my  cor  ,3 

some  things  aren't  worth  the  energy,  ner,”  he  said.) 

“Resist  their  curlmisItY'’  When  rme  Smith,  in  trauma  once,  had  a  friend 


Scriptures  and  prayers  are  tied  to  balloons  and  released 


Truth”  presents  concerts  for  Singles 


Thursday,  September  24,  1987 
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Conference  of  the  deaf 

f 

to  feature  Buddy  Burgess 


Lloyd  Lunceford:  Taiwan-bound 


Roberts  tells  how  God  speaks  to  him 


Actually,  it  s  a  small  world  and  he  \EW  YORK.  N.Y.  (EP)  —  When  to  everyone.  You  just  have  to  be  open 
plans  to  be  back  for  visits,  so  he  can  God  speaks  to  Oral  Roberts.  “He  to  hear  it.” 

say.  "See  you  later.”  speaks  to  me  directly  and  in  English  Roberts  attracted  much  attention 

‘This  generation  and  the  older  one  and  it  comes  right  into  my  body,”  earlier  this  year  when  he  said  God 
a  music  director."  So  that’s  what  he  look  at  the  world  differently.”  he  said.  Roberts  told  talk  show  host  and  syn-  had  told  hini  that  he  would  have  to 
was  for  a  while  at  Cherry  Street  “Older  ones  think  four  years  a  long  dicated  columnist  Larry  King.  “God  raiseaspecifiedsumforhisBiblecol- 
Church,  Clarksdale.  which  he  claims  time  and  that  Taiwan  is  far  away.  The  has  done  this  many  times,”  continued  lege,  or  be  “called  home."  Roberts 
as  his  home  church.  younger  ones  know  that  Taiwan  is  not  Roberts.  “I  don’t  think  I’m  very  says  donations  have  dropped  about  33 

His  dad,  Fred  Lunceford.  was  on  the  so  far  and  that  four  years  is  a  short  special,  because  I  belie\e  he  speaks  percent  since  the  PTL  scandal  broke. 
BSU  Advisory  Committee  at  time.”  To  this  generation,  it’s  a 
Mississippi  Delta  Junior  College  when  smaller  world.  Many  young  people 
Ll(^d  was  growing  up.  (Mr. Lunceford.  are  saying,  according  to  Lloyd.  “We 
now  73  and  a  retired  truck  driver,  are  not  threatened  by  living  out  our 
married  Lloyd’s  mother  when  he  was  faith  in  another  culture  rather  than 
32  and  she  was  16.  He  has  a  sense  of  here  in  the  comforts  that  are 
humor  which  Lloyd  inherited.  He  told  familiar.” 

his  wife.  “You  think  because  you  are  Lloyd  has  student  friends  in  many- 
half  as  old  as  I  am  now,  that  when  I’m  places  all  over  the  world.  He  has  a 
100,  you’ll  be  50!”)  special  talent  for  making  friends 

The  day  Lloyd  enrolled  as  a  quickly,  and  making  the  most  of 
freshman  at  Delta  State  University,  friendships  that  may  be  brief,  as 
his  parents  took  him  to  church  in  students  move  on  and  others  take 
Cleveland  in  the  morning  and  then  their  places.  “I  believe  God  is  moving 
that  afternoon  took  him  to  the  BSU  me  because  of  the  need  for  focusing 
Center  to  introduce  him  to  Jimmy  on  relationships  rather  than  on  pro- 
Breland,  the  BSU  dirwtor  (who  is  still  grams.  I  want  in  Tbiwan  to  major  on 
there. )  relationships,  and  to  share  Jesus  with 

Now  Lloyd  remembers,  “Jimmy  individuals.” 

Breland  opened  my  eyes  to  another  He  said  he  especially  remembers 
way  we  serve  —  ministry  to  students  "  that  Keith  Parks  said  95%  of  the 
He  earned  bachelor  of  music  in  ministers  are  ministering  here  in  the 
education  and  master  of  education  U.S.  to  5%  of  the  world’s  population. 


Devotional 


The  Bible: 
Blueprint  fi 


By  Ruth  .Allen 

Again  Jesus  said.  “Peace  be  with  you!  As  the  Father  has  sent  me,  I  am 
sending  you.  “And  with  that  he  breathed  on  them  and  said.  “Receive  the  Holv 
Spirit"  (John  20:21  22  NIV). 

There  are  two  methods  for  drawing  spirals  One  begins  out  on  the  cir¬ 
cumference  and  gradually  converges  to  dead  center.  The  other  begins  at  the 
center  and  keeps  expanding  the  circle.  Thus,  the  size  of  the  circle  is  unlimited 
As  Jesus  commissioned  his  first  disciples,  so  has  he  com- 
'  missioned  all  who  believe.  He  said.  “As  you  are  going. 

make  disciples,  and  tell  the  gospel  to  every  human  being  ” 
After  a  sixteen-year  sojourn  in  .Africa,  David  Liv- 
‘‘^^stone.  home  on  furlough,  spoke  at  the  University  of 
Glasgow  He  was  gaunt  and  wearv  from  long  exposure  to 

-  CC"  ^  the  African  sun  and  27  attacks  of  African  fever;  one  arm 
having  been  rendered  useless  by  the  teeth  of  a  lion,  hung 
helpless  by  his  side  Nevertheless,  he  chose  to  go  back  to 
■’  Africa.  The  words  that  stirred  the  hearts  of  his  hearers 
•Allen  were,  “Shall  I  tell  you  what  supported  me  through  all  of 
the  years  of  exile  among  people  whose  language  I  could  not  understand,  and 
whose  attitude  was  always  uncertain  and  often  hostile?  It  is  this.  ‘Lo,  I  am 
with  you  alway  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world.’  " 

The  Lord’s  sustaining  words  appear  at  the  conclusion  of  the  Great  Com¬ 
mission  found  in  Matthew’s  gospel.  It  is  this  word  which  reveals  God's 
blueprint  for  taking  the  message  of  salvation  to  every  person. 

Daily  assimilation  and  appropriation  of  God’s  Word  helps  us  understand 
God’s  plan  for  implementing  his  commission. 

On  the  evening  ojf  the  resurrection.  Jesus  appeared  to  his  disciples  and  said 
to  them.  “As  the  Father  has  sent  me,  I  am  sending  you 


Supreme  Court  asked 
to  act  on  PAC  ruling 


Please  notice  Jesus’ 
missionary  emphasis.  Surely  the  disciples  had  many  questions  to  ask  the 
Risen  Lord.  But  he  preclude  any  inquisitiveness  they  may  have  had  and 
pointed  them  to  the  essential  truth  of  the  resurrection. 

Since  the  salvation  of  all  people  is  Christ’s  supreme  thought,  it  should  and 
must  be  ours.  How  is  it  possible  for  one  who  professes  to  follow  Christ  not 
to  believe  in  missions,  when  missions  is  simply  the  organized  effort  lo  carry 
out  the  will  of  the  Master? 

A  daily  rtnitine  of  serious  Bible  study  stimulates  hearts  and  minds  to  the 
divine  imperative  to  share  the  gospel  message.  Christ’s  blueprint  for  mis¬ 
sions,  as  described  in  the  Bible,  begins  with  each  one  you  meet  and  moves 
on  lo  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

Ruth  .Allen  (Mrs.  Judd)  is  a  resident  of  Jackson  and  teaches  Bible  at 
Jackson  Preparatory  School. 
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40  couples  will  lead 
covenant  marriage  retreats 


lexas  opposes 
Bork  endorsement 


Forty-six  trained  leader  couples  Gulfshore.  Of  this  group  38  couples 
will  parUcipate  in  Convenant  Mar-  have  taken  special  leaders  training  at 
riage  retreats  in  as  naaiQr^or  more  Jackson  to  prepare  for  the  fall, 
churches  in  MississiH>i  during  the  fall  Pastors  may  make  requests  for 
quarter  of  1987.  '  recommendations  of  leader  couples 

It  all  began  at  Ridgecrest,  N.C.  in  by  writing  Family  Ministry,  Box  530, 
July  when  16  Mississippians  attended  Jackson,  MS  39205. 
the  week-long  launch  training  for  These  retreats  are  in  addition  to  the 

Covenant  Marriage.  This  was  follow-  “fall  festival,”  Marriage  for  all 
ed  by  58  couples  in  Marriage  Enrich-  Seasons,  Oct.  23-25,  Gulfishore  Baptist 
ment  at  Tiak  OlChata,  Jackson,  and  Ass^nbly.  This  event,  open  to  all  Mar¬ 
ried  Couples,  begins  on  Friday  nights 
and  closes  on  Sunday  noon.  Reserva¬ 
tions  may  be  made  by  sending  $60 
(toward  total  fee  of  $135  per  couple) 
to  Frank  SimnHms,  Gulfshore  Baptist 
Assembly,  Pass  Christian,  MS  39571. 


Sidon  to  celebrate 
centennial 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  pric*,  Mnding  and  atyto  to  mmH  avary 
naad.  QuaNty  worfcmanaMp  fluarantaad. 
WrUa  for  iNuatratad  prfoa  fotdar. 
"Intamattonmitf  known  aoaelailota" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINOINQ  CO. 


Missionaries  in  Mississippi 

Missionaries  who  have  retired,  and  108  C^bbean  Ckwe,  Clinton;  Ralph 
live  in  Mississippi;  andGenaC^lcote,Japan,1907Bam- 

Mrs.  Rosalee  Mills  Appleby,  Brazil,  well  Circle,  Vhzooaty;  John  and  Jean 
Box  281,  Canton,  MS  39046;  Cecil  and  Jacobs,  IVinidad,  520  Magazine  St., 
Marie  Roberson,  Nigeria.  3417  Poplar  Tupelo. 

Springs  Drive,  Meridian;  Auris  Missionaries  on  furlough  in 
Pender,  Singapore,  520  South  Natchez  Mississippi : 

St  ,  Box  Kosciusko;  Edythe  Mon-  David  and  Linda  Finnell, 
troy,  Nigeria,  1251  Lee  Drive,  Singapore,  on  medical  leave,  3331  Old 
Clarksdale;  (Georgia  Mae  Ogbum,  Canton  Road,  Jackson;  Charles  and 
Chile,  2007  A  24th  Avenue,  Meridian;  Indy  Whitten,  137  Melrose  Drive, 
Cornelia  Leavell,  Hong  Kong,  208  S.  Jackson,  (retiring  at  the  end  of  the 
Washington  St.,  Starkville;  James  month);  Chrl  and  Lillian  Prewitt, 
and  Zelma  Foster,  Suriname,  742  Philippines,  442  Cummins  St.i 
WoodlakeDrive,  Jackson;  Antonina  Jackson;  Raymond  and  Ann  Kolbi 
Canzoneri,  Bahamas,  5939  (Hinton  Brazil,  c/o  Mrs.  James  Stringer,  117 
Blvd.,  Jackson;  Ralph  and  Joyce  IVailwood  Drive,  Clinton;  Karl  and 
Davis,  Ghana,  402  S.  23rd  Ave,  Hat-  Peggy  Wallace,  Peru,  715  East  North- 
tiesburg;  Parkes  and  Martha  Ellen  sideDrive,Jackson;RussellandAn- 
Marler,  Greece,  712  Wilson  St.,  Forest;  nette  Herrington,  Chsta  Rica,  Box 
Jimmy  and  Susie  Hartfield,  Mexico,  1172,  Rome,  Ga.;  June  and  Mak>r 


BUS  SiPPLY  CO.  MC. 

McComb,  MS  601-684-2900 


Paws,  pulpita,  boplisihes. 

Van  Winkle  carpot, 

afwapfw.  lighting. 

Church  fotding  door*. 

_  ...  thoator  seats 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501.  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 

rvinocM  A  paint 


Sign  lor 

Garaywa  changes 

The  exit  sign  on  1-20  for  Chmp 
Garaywa  has  changed  numbers.  It  is 
now  Exit  35.  It  was  formerly  Exit  12. 

Falwell  pledges 
to  stay  at  PTL 

FORT  MILLS.  S.C.  (EP)  -  Jerry 
Falwell  has  pledged  to  remain  as  UemOCFaCy 
leader  of  the  financially-troubled  PTL  .  ,  ^ 

ministry,  claiming  that  if  he  left  IS  preClOllS 
“there’d  be  nothing  left  but  an  auc¬ 
tioneer."  Falwell  pledged  to  stay  with  (Continued  frou 

PTL  until  it  is  *solid,  solvent,  and  the  only  reason  for  ha^ 
N^HVILLE,  Tbnn.  (EP)  —  The  also  features  a  “National  laient  operating  properly”  and  until  he  could  Baptist  Convention  i 
National  (^rtet  Convention,  which  Search  Competition”  with  a  first  prize  turn  it  over  to  people  whose  “hearts  means  of  witnessing  tc 
features  “the  very  best  Southern  package  which  includes  a  two-song  were  right  and  motives  were  right.”  cicht  of  GnH’«  will  rwii 

Gospel  music,”  has  been  expanded  to  video  deal  from  Gospel  Country  Net-  .  _  of  opportunities 

nine  days,  according  to  organizers,  work,  and  two  days  <rf  recording  time  ^  ^  ^  /U  wherever  thev  micht 

The  convention,  now  set  for  Sept  Performing  groups  for  the  National 

^t.  3, 1987.  will  feature  seminars  Quartet  Convention  include  the  Utica:  22  professions  of  faith,  one  by  thousands  of  lost  woul 
^  top  Mm«  ^h  as  Ben  Speer  Kingsmen.  Cathedral  Quartet,  Speer  statement,  one  by  letter;  evangelist,  and  their  blood  would  I 
James  Blackw^  ^  Joel  and  Family,  Hemphills,  and  the  Thlleys.  WA.  Smith;  song  leader,  J.B.Betts;  We  must  protect  ou 
La Breeska  Hemphill.  The  convention  castor.  John  Ed  Snell  ail  onai. 


Joan:  “Is  Ken  a  confirmed 
bachelor?” 

Lynn:  “He  sure  is.  He  sent  his  pic¬ 
ture  to  a  lonely  hearts  club  and  they 
returned  it  saying,  .“We’re  not  that 
lonely.’  ” 


How  To  Build 
The  Facilities 
Your  Church 
NEEDS  NOW! 


•  Land  Acquisition  —  remodeling 
new  buildings 

•  Budgeted  Fixed  Rate 
Financing  up  to  15  years 


Henry  W.  Holifield 
President 

■  lill Qnirdi  Hnimce, Inc 

419  So.  State  St  /  Jackson,  MS  39205 


1 


Becker  Church  called  Charles.  Ri^er  Orman,  minister  of  students, 
children’s  choirs.  His  wife,  Lynn  native  of  West  Point  and  a  graduate 
Sanderson,  is  working  with  the  of  Mississippi  State  University  and 
children’s  dept,  in  Church  IVairang  Southwestern  Seminary,  is  moving 
and  the  Sword  Drill  Iham.  They  are  from  First  Church,  Longview,  Tex.  to 
going  from  Meadowood  Church,  Central  Church  of  Bearden  in  Knox- 
^ory,  where  they  have  served  in  ville,  as  minister  of  students, 
similar  positions.  George  Henley  is 

P®stor.  Clear  Branch  Church.  Floreiice.  has 

called  David  Jay  as  pastor.  Jay  goes 
from  New  Harmony  Church 
Philadelphia.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
First.  Biloxi,  has  added  Jan  Clarke  College.  Jay  and  his  wife, 
Smitherman  and  Gail  DeBerty  to  its  Janet,  have  two  children,  Andrea  and 
secretarial  staff.  Alicia. 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 


Sunday  School  Preparation  Week  (SS  Emphasis) 

Church  Weekday  Education  Directors  Conference;  Baptist 
Building;  10  a.m.-3  p.m.  (CAPM) 

Cooperative  Program  Month  (STEW  Emphasis) 

January  Bible  Study  Clinic;  Mississippi  (DbUege,  Clinton;  9  a  m. -3 
p.m.  (1^) 

Single  Adult  Retreat;  Oakhurst  BC,  Clarksdale;  7  p.m,  2nd-3 
p.m.,  3rd  (CT) 

Mississippi  Baptist  Conference  of  the  Deaf;  Camp  Garaywa;  6 
p.m.,  2nd-l  p.m.,  4th  (C^oMi) 


11IE  ANNIE  ARMSIWISG  EASIIX  OHXRING  fOR  HOME  MiSa^ 

the  Great  Commission  a  Bold  Commitment  to  Our  Cities 


Thursday,  September  24,  1987 
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Frances  Crawford,  missionary  Hugh  and  Debbie  Redmon,  mis- 
nurse  on  a  year’s  furlough  from  Hon-  sionaries  to  Venezuela,  have  arrived 
duras,  is  now  living  in  the  missionary  in  the  States  for  furlough  (address; 
residence  of  First  (^urch,  IxHig  322  College,  Panama  City,  Fla.  32401). 
Beach.  The  address  is  506  Jeff  Davis  Son  of  Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
Avenue,  Long  Beach  39560  (phone  in  Costa  Rica,  he  was  born  in  Jackson. 
868-8389).  Miss.,  and  considers  San  Jose,  Costa 

^ca,  his  hometown.  Daughter  of  mis- 
Judy  Bracken,  journeyman  to  sionaries  to  the  Ivory  Coast,  slie  was 
Liberia,  has  arrived  on  the  field  to  born  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  and  con- 
begin  her  two-year  term  of  service  as  siders  Abidjan,  Ivory  Coast,  her 
an  elementary  teacher  (address:  P.  0.  hometown.  They  were  appoinled  bv 
Box  1416,'Mondrovia.  Uberia).  She  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  in  1984.' 
was  born  in  Richmond.  Va.,  and  con¬ 
siders  Meridian.  Miss.,  her  hometown.  David  and  .Melissa  Chism,  mis- 
Before  she  was  employed  by  the  sionaries  to  Ecuador,  have  completed 
Foreign  Mission  Board  in  July  1987, '  language  study  in  Costa  Rica  and  ar- 
she  was  a  teacher  at  .Nash  Middle  rived  on  their  field  of  service  (ad- 
School,  Smyrna,  Ga.  dress;  Casilla  4725,  Quito,  Ecuador) 

He  was  bom  in  'Hipela  Miss.,  and  con- 
Russell  and  .Annette  Herrington,  siders  Sheffield,  Ala.,  his  hometown 
missionaries  to  Costa  Rica,  are  in  the  She  is  the  former  Melissa  Swain  of 
States-for  furlough  (address;  P.  O.  Lake  Charles,  La. 

Box  1172,  Rome,  Ga.  30162).  He  is  a 
native  of  Goodman,  Miss.,  and  she  is 
the  formw  Annette  Horton  of  Rome. 


Bobby  Ingram.  Her  bearer  is  Mary  Manning.  From  left  the  first 
Queen  Regent  in  Service  is  Melinda  Lindsay.  She  is  escorted 
by  Gary  Whitt,  and  her  bearer  is  Jonathan  Killebrew.  Second 
Queen  Regent  in  Service  is  Kelli  McCorkle.  She  is  escorted 
by  Sammy  Lowery.  Her  bearer  is  Joseph  Blount. 


GAs  and  Acteens  of  Swiftwater  Church,  Greenville,  had 
their  coronation  service  on  August  30.  Jhe  theme  was  "Jewels 
of  the  Kingdom.’’  GA  leader  is  Sandra  McCorkle.  The  Acteen 
leader  is  Maxine  Walker.  Ray  McCorkle  is  pastor. 

GA  pictured,  that  on  right  is  Stacy  Ingram.  Second  on  right 
is  Acteen  Queen  Vicky  Ingram.  She  is  escorted  by  her  father. 


-.Asbury  and  Hope  Martin,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Argentina,  have  com¬ 
pleted  language  study  in  Costa  Rica 
Steve  and  .Minnie  Hicks.  Baptist  and  arrived  on  their  field  of  service 
representatives  to  Mexico,  have  com-  (address:  Bolanos  141,  1407  Buenos 
pleted  furlough  and  returned  to  the  Aires,  Argentina).  He  was  bom  in  Col- 
field  (address;  Apartado  267,  Cd.  umbia,  S.C.,  and  considers  Cleveland. 
Satelite,  Edo  de  Mexico,  53102).  He  is  Miss.,  his  hometown.  She  is  the 
a  native  of  Madisonville,  La.,  and  she  former  Hope  (dements  of  Corinth, 
is  the  former  Minnie  Greer  of  Poplar-  Miss.  . 
ville.  Miss. 

Payton  and  Helen  Myers,  mis- 
Angie  Williams,  journeyman  to  sionaries  to  Nigeria,  report  a  change 
Peru,  has  arrived  on  the  field  to  begin  (rf  address  (P.  0.  Box  396,  Zaria, 
her  two-year  term  of  service  as  an  Nigeria).  They  are  natives  of 
elementary  teacher  (for  missionary  Mississippi.  He  was  born  in 
children  (address:  Apartado  544,  Hazelhurst  and  grew  up  in  Jackson; 
Cluclayo^Perui.Sheisanativeof  Bir-  she  is  the  fohner  Helen  Green  of 
mingham,  Ala.  Before^she  was  Prentiss, 
employed  by  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  in  July  1967,  she  was  an 
academic  assistant  in  the  department 
at  Mississippi  State 


Southern  was  a  winner  of 

Metropolitan  Opera  National 
Council  was 

study  with  Metropolitan  Opera 
J  coac^  aod  then  to  perform  live  from 
.flniB  m  1  j  the  Met  stage.  She  also  has  contracts 

'  *  M'  '  7  m  WjW'  BM  for  three  New  York  operatic  debuts. 

^  ^  Wr.  including  New  York  City  Opera, 

i  '  y  I  Hall,  and  the  Metropolitan 

Jm  J  I  Opera  House 

»■  /  jK  \  t  1  Mrs.  Mims  is  the  daughter  of  Louise 

V  W  V  I  I  '*'■/  ‘  1  Atwood  an<kthe  late  James  William- 

,  "9  ■/  ;  (b  I  son.  Her  husband.  Lloyd  Mims,  is  on 

The  Girts  in  Action  of  Bentonia  Church,  Bentonia,  recently  held  a  recognition  tbe  music  faculty  of  Southern 
service.  They  were  awarded  badges  ai  each  grade  level  for  work  done  during  the  Seminary,  Louistrille,  Ky.,  fcHTnerly 
year.  Pictured,  front  row,  left  to  right,  are  Niki  Gray,  Cory  Davis.  Crystal  Gray;  second  minister  of  music  at  Collins  Church, 
row:  Cannon  Walker,  Emily  Brooks.  Jamie  Griffin,  Casey  Davis,  Candice  Hancock,  and  a  specialist  with  the  Church 
Tina  Nations.  Bebea  Caffey;  tNrd  row;  Stephanie  Ertle,  Chesly  Brooks,  and  Meta  Music  Department  of  the  Mississippi 
walker.  Not  pictured  are  Ashley  Taylor  and  Coby  Carter.  The  leaders  of  GAs  are  Doris  Baptist  Convention  Board.  She  says, 
Hinton  and  Yicky  Hancock.  Lyn  Nations  is  pastor.  “We  keep  our  house  in  Louisville  and 

apartment  in  New  York.” 


James  and  Charlotte  Watts,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Italy,  may  be  addressed 
Mrs.  Peggy  Brock  was  given  a  at  Via  Susini  6,  50125  Firenze,  Italy, 
reception  recently  at  First,  Biloxi,  on  Natives  of  Mississippi,  both  grew  up 
her  10th  anniversary  as  preschool  in  Pascagoula.  He  was  bom  in  Philipp, 
director.  and  she,  the  former  Charlotte  Lo^^ 

EHH  Julius  E.  Nelson,  Carthage. 

83,  has  gone  to  Sun- 

^Hday  School  264  Hill  and  Mirle  Matheny,  mis- 
years  without  sionaries  to  Elcuador  since  1965, 
missing  a  Sunday,  recently  resigned  from  missionary 
Cfl  at  New  Hope  service.  They  served  as  seminary 
1^1  Church,  Monti-  teachers  in  ^to,  Ecuador.  He  is  a 
cello.  native  (rf  Sterling,  ID.,  and  she  is  the 


SUPERIOR  COACH  1976;  32 
passenger,  new  Chevrolet  427  hp 
engine,  Allison  4  speed  automatic 
transmission,  independent  air  con¬ 
ditioning  (with  own  engine),  power 
steering,  power  brakes,  inside 
overhead  luggage  racks,  sliding 
rectangle  windows,  tinted  glass  all 
around,  full  body/floor  insulation, 
new  Emeron  paint,  new  tires,  elec¬ 
tric  door  opener,  CB  radio,  cab 
over  with  front  drive.  All  for  only 
116,990.  Call  (691)  328-5387  or  write 
Ibni  Buckley,  P.  O.  Box  471,  Colum¬ 
bus,  MS  39793. 


Nelson 


FOR  SALE:  USED  MINOLTA  EP 
310  copier,  3  supply  trays,  overhaul¬ 
ed  recently,  1500.09.  Crowder  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Box  156,  Crowder.  MS 
38622;  (601).  326-8339. 


History  was  made  at 
ffoail  HB  Church,  Laaha 
Aaaoclatton,  Aug.  30. 
During  the  evening  ser¬ 
vice  Eddie  Pilgrim,  pas¬ 
tor,  baptized  four  people. 
Baptism  was  not  new  at 
the  church,  but  baptism 
Inside  the  church  was 
a  new  experience.  The 
baptistry  was  installed 
earlier  this  year.  Before, 
the  church  baptized  in  a 
portd  or  river  or  borrow¬ 
ed  another  church’s 
baptistry  facility. 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS; 
Manufactured  In  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers;,  P.O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone  (601) 
693-4451. 


CONTINUING  EDUCATION  for 
pastors  and  staff  through  in¬ 
dividual  study  offered  by  Southern 
Baptist  Center  for  Biblical  Studies, 
5238  San  Juan  Avenue,  Jackson¬ 
ville,  FL  32219. 1-904-384-8440.  Call 
or  write  for  information. 


■  ^  r  rjgf 

Acteens  of  First  Church,  Tkipelo,  were  recently  honored  with  a  recognition  ser¬ 
vice  using  the  theme  “His  Way  Mine."  Crown  bearers,  front  row.  lefi  to  right  are  Linsoy 
Long,  karen  Langford,  and  Amanda  Nail.  Acteens,  second  row.  are  ANison  Newman; 
Kristen  Langford,  queen;  third  row.  Amy  Jansen;  Alison  Wallace,  queen;  Tracy  Sharv 
non;  front  row:  Dana  Chamblee,  queen. 

Katy  Wallace  is  acteen  director,  and  Doris  Lumsdan,  leader. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  COMMENTARIES 


The  new  Jerusalem:  the  gates  are  never  closed^: 


1 


By  Rex  Yancey 

Revelation  21:l-5a.  21.  22;  22:1-2,  1(1-12.  17 
John  has  seen  the  doom  of  the  devil,  the  con¬ 
cilia,  and  the  false  prophet.  Now,  he  sees  the 
bliss  of  the  blessed.  The  dream  of  a  new  heaven 
and  new  earth  was  ingrain¬ 
ed  in  Jewish  thought. 
“Behold,”  God  said  to 
Isaiah,  “I  will  create  new 
heavens  and  new  earth ;  and 
the  former  things  shall  not 
be  remembered,  or  come  in¬ 
to  mind”  (65:17). 

Isaiah  66:22  speaks  of  a 
Hi  new  heaven  and  new  earth 
Yancey  which  (Jod  will  make  in 
which  life  will  be  one  continual  act  of  worship. 
The  characteristics  of  Old  Testament  writings 
and  intertestamental  books  are  the  same  con¬ 
cerning  heaven.  Sorrow  will  be  forgotten;  sin 
is  to  be  vanquished;  darkness  will  cease;  and 
the  temporariness  of  time  will  turn  into  the 
everlastingness  of  eternity.  This  belief  is  a 
witness  to  the  unquenchable  immortal  longings 
in  a  man’s  soul,  his  inherent  sense  of  sin,  and 


BIBLE  BOOK 

his  faith  in  God. 

John  catches  a  vision  of  the  heavenly  city. 
In  that  city  there  will  be  perfect  fellowship  with 
God  (21 : 1-8).  There  will  be  the  perfect  protec¬ 
tion  of  God  ( 21 : 9-26) .  And  there  will  be  perfect 
provisions  from  God  !22:l-5).  See  Ray  Sum¬ 
mers’  Worthy  1$  the  Lamb. 

God  manifested  himself  in  the  tabernacle  of 
the  Old  Testament.  He  will  tabernacle  with  his 
people  in  the  new  heaven  and  new  earth 
throughout  eternity.  These  suffering  saints 
have  had  enough  suffering,  crying,  pain,  death, 
and  separation  on  earth.  Now  all  things  are 
new. 

The  walls  around  ancient  cities  provided  pro¬ 
tection  for  the  people.  This  wall  symbolized 
fierfect  protection.  The  ancient  cities  had  one 
gate  which  was  closed  at  night  or  when  an 
enemy  af^roached.  The  new  Jerusalem  had 
twelve  gates,  a  complete  number.  Moreover, 
these  gates  are  never  closed.  The  gates  are 
made  of  pearl.  The  pearl  came  about  as  a  result 


of  suffering. 

We  should  not  seek  to  measure  the  dimen¬ 
sions  of  the  city  to  determine  how  many  in¬ 
habitants  it  will  hold.  John  is  presenting  the 
truth  that  the  city  is  strong  enough,  spacious 
enough,  perfect  enough,  and  beautiful  enough 
for  God  to  dwell  with  his  redeemed  in  perfect 
fellowship,  forever. 

The  garden  symbolizes  the  enjoyment  and 
provisions  (sod  will  provide  for  his  people  in  the 
heavenly  city.  Water,  food,  and  health  are 
necessary  for  the  sustenance  of  life.  All  three 
of  these  are  provided  in  the  heavenly  city.  God 
has  all  that  is  needed  to  supply  eternal  life  for 
his  redeemed  ones. 

There  will  be  no  prohibitions  or  handicaps  to 
keep  one  from  serving  God  in  heaven.  (Chris¬ 
tian  folks,  gear  up  for  service.  (Xu*  work  in  our 
local  churches  and  communities  are  a  foretaste 
of  the  service  to  come.  Here  we  serve  him  in 
spirit.  Then,  we  shall  behold  him  face  to  face. 
What  greater  {Measure  could  one  ask  than  the 
pleasure  of  serving  God  face  to  face? 

Verse  17  issues  the  invitation  fw  n»en  to  ac¬ 
cept  salvation  in  Jesus  (Christ.  He  is  the  key  to 


the  new  Jerusalem.  The  Spirit,  the  church,  and 
the  individual  Christian  invite  all  mankind  to 
respond  to  this  wonderful  invitation. 

Verse  18  is  a  warning  to  those  who  would  cut 
out  certain  portions  of  the  book.  John  wanted 
it  preserved  as  he  had  written  it. 

I  have  wrestled  with  eschatology  as  does  any 
serious  Bible  student.  W'e  need  to  remember 
that  the  study-  of  schemes  does  not  attribute  to 
spiritual  growth.  That  Jesus  is  coming  again, 
that  evil  will  be  judged  and  doomed  to  hell,  and 
that  the  saved  will  be  with  God  in  heaven 
forever  are  themes  upon  which  we  need  to  con¬ 
centrate.  Jesus  did  not  put  us  on  the  time  and 
place  committee.  He  put  us^on  the  PUBLICI¬ 
TY  committee. 

Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain. 

And  has  redeemed  us  to  God  by  his  blood. 
To  receive  power,  and  riches  and  wisdcan. 
And  might,  and  honor,  and  glory. 

And  blessing,  and  dominion, 

FOTever  and  ever. 

"Amen,  crane.  Lord  Jesus!” 

Rex  Y’ancey  is  pastor.  First,  QHitman. 


Glory-seekers:  '^‘Come,  let  us  make  a  name  for  oimselves 


Vj 


By  Julian  Fagan 
Genesis  11:1-9 

God  had  spared  them.  He  had  promised  to 
bless  them.  His  instructions  were  to  "be  fruit¬ 
ful  and  increase  in  number;  multiply  on  the 
earth  and  increase  upon  it” 
(Gen.  9:7).  It  appears  from 
our  text  that  it  was  at  least 
implied  that  the  growth  of 
the  population  was  to  in¬ 
clude  expansion  over  the 
earth  and  not  concentration 
in  a  small  area  by  a  large 
number  of  people.  The  eight 
survivors  of  the  flood  spoke 
Fagan  a  common  language 
through  which  they  were  readily  able  to  com¬ 
municate  with  one  another.  As  the  population 
grew,  the  people  remained  together,  and  as 
they  moved  eastward  they  settled  in  a  large 
plain  called  Shinar  (v.  2). 

It  was  here  they  made  a  collective  decision 
not  to  scatter  over  the  earth  but  instead  to 
"make  a  name  for  themselves.”  The  source  of 
their  reputation  was  to  be  a  tower  that  reach¬ 
ed  to  the  heavens.  After  all,  anyone  who  could 
build  a  tower  to  heaven  would  have  direct  ac¬ 
cess  to  heaven  and  its  contents  and  could  have 
great  influence  over  all  surrounding  peoples; 
for  that  tower  would  be  the  obvious  indication 


UNIFORM 

of  their  influence,  power;  for  that  tower  would 
be  the  obvious  indication  of  their  influence, 
power,  and  would  bring  immediate  notoriety. 
They  agreed.  They  used  materials  locally 
available,  bricks  and  tar,  and  began  their 
glory-seeker. 

This  structure  was  likely  what  archaeologists 
have  discovered  in  areas  of  Mesopotamia,  a 
ziggurat.  It  was  a  temple-tower  which  had  a 
square  base  with  sloping,  stepped  sides  that  led 
up  to  a  shrine  at  the  top.  Such  a  tower  may  be 
what  Jacob  envisioned  in  his  dream  ((Jen. 
28:12).  Ziggurats  have  been  found  at  Larsa, 
Borsippa,  Babylon,  and  Asshur.  These  struc¬ 
tures,  according  to  the  names  given  by  the 
various  builders,  were  also  intended  to  serve 
as  staircases  from  earth  to  heaven.  In  a  nak¬ 
ed  plain,  such  a  structure  would  leave  an 
awesome  impression  upon  an  observer.  He 
would  be  impressed  by  the  abilities  of  such  a 
people  and  by  their  alleged  access  to  heaven. 
If  they  could  build  an  access  to  God,  they  would 
definitely  make  a  name  for  themselves. 

That  they  could  not  construct  for  themselves 
an  access  to  heaven  is  obvious  to  (Christians  to¬ 
day,  nevertheless,  there  are  many  Christians 
who  are  this  very  day  out  trying  to  make  a 
name  for  themselves.  The  insight  into  the  peo¬ 


ple  comes  in  v.  4,  "Come,  let  us,”  they  said. 
God  had  already  given  directions  and  promis¬ 
ed  blessings  for  following  them.  Yet  their 
choice  was  "us.”  Notice  that  God’s  response 
is  the  same  as  the  people’s,  “(Come,  let  us”  (v. 
7).  (Jod  opposed  the  self  will  of  the  people  he 
had  protected,  directed,  and  blessed.  (Jod  at¬ 
tacked  and  thwarted  the  efforts  of  people  to  go 
against  his  plan  and  purpose  for  them. 

One  might  respond  that  such  exercise  of 
sovereignty  is  an  unfair  invasion  of  the  en¬ 
titlements  of  humanity.  But,  is  it?  These  peo¬ 
ple  had  decided  that  all  their  problems  would 
be  solved  if  they  just  put  tc^ether  enough  ef¬ 
fort  and  acquired  the  right  things.  Enough 
notoriety  and  enough  religion  mixed  together 
would  be  the  best  of  all  worlds,  and  it  all  could 
be  achieved  by  their  human  efforts.  Is  that  at¬ 
titude  not  prevalent  today?  If  one  can  get 
enough  money,  intelligence,  and  power,  then 
he  win  be  able  to  solve  all  problems,  not  the 
least  of  which  is  the  lack  of  recognition. 

Human  achievement  is  so  fragile.  It  is  a  pass¬ 
ing  fancy,  a  fading  glory.  Yet,  the  lesson  must 
be  relearned  by  each  generation  —  that  which 
truly  lasts  and  is  worthy  of  trust  is  commit¬ 
ment  to  (Jod  and  to  his  purpose.  Human  effort 
is  not  the  answer,  obedience  is.  Look  at  what 
happened.  (Jod  intervened  and  the  efforts  of 
man  were  totally  confused.  In  their  selfish 


pride  they  sought  to  go  a^inst  God  and  the 
result  was  bedlam.  The  point  came  when  they 
could  not  even  talk  to  each  other. 

These  people  were  the  children  of  Noah 
(11:2).  They  had  been  brought  through  the  flood 
and  saved  frran  destruction,  and  then  they  tried 
to  self-destruct  through  the  exercise  of  pride 
and  the  promotion  of  self-glory.  God  loves  us 
enough  that  he  opposes  such  efforts.  He  will 
directly  confront  such  efforts  on  the  part  of  his 
people  because  he  knows  that  such  ^forts  are 
futile  and  only  bring  heartache  and  pain. 

When  God  intervenes  m  such  a  direct  way  in 
human  lives,  the  people  stop  building  <v.  8). 
and  are  called  upon  to  reevaluate  their  hves. 
(Jod  still  opposes  our  human  efforts  to  find 
notoriety  and  make  a  name  for  ourselves.  Often 
the  result  is  the  same  as  at  Babel,  confusion 
and  the  inability  to  communicate  with  one 
another.  As  we  look  at  all  the  confusion  around 
us  in  our  society  and  in  so  many  personal  lives, 
it  appears  that  God  is  still  coming  down  among 
us' to  confront  our  foolishness.  It  seems  that  one 
of  the  times  that  we  turn  to  God  is  when  we  are 
so  confused  and  no  one  else  understands  what 
we  are  trying  to  say.  Would  it  not  be  so  much 
better  if  we  ceased  trying  to  make  a  name  for 
ourselves  and  lift  up  his! !  Doesn’t  he  tell  us  that 
is  where  life  is? 

Julian  Fagan  is  pastor.  First,  Pontotoc. 


Be  faithful  to  the  W^rd:  there’s  a  crown  waiting 


By  Al  Finch 
II  Timothy  3:14-4:8 

Living  in  the  “Bible-belt”  is  a  privilege. 
Public  opinion  favors  the  Bible.  TVaditionally 
we  have  our  religious  experiences  from  Biblical 
studies.  We  own  the  Bible  as 
a  book.  While  conduct  may 
belie  its  influence,  churches 
hold  the  Bible  as  their  sole 
authority  of  doctrine  and 
practice. 

Paul  encouraged  Timothy 
to  remain  faithful  to  the 
scriptures  (II  Timothy 
3:14-17).  The  holy  scripture 
Finch  had  been  taught  ’Timothy 
since  his  childhood.  (Jhildhood  is  the  place  to 
begin  teaching  any  discipline.  Indoctrination 
began  in  childhood  for  the  Hebrew,  using  the 
Old  Testament.  Any  generation  that  ignores 
scriptural  instruction  and  guidance  is  en¬ 
dangering  future  generations  in  religious  ex- 


LIFE  AND  WORK 


perience  Paul  gave  three  statements  regarding 
his  confidence  in  the  scripture. 

Firsi,  scripture  is  “able  to  make  . . .  wise  un¬ 
to  salvation.”  No  other  book  gives  the  plan  for 
knowing  (Jod  as  definite  and  as  well.  The  im- 
partation  of  wisdom  comes  from  the  nature  of 
the  book  itself.  It  is  a  record  of  (Jod’s 
self-revelation. 

Again,  all  scripture  is  inspired  (“(Jod- 
breathed”).  Actually  reference  may  have  been 
made  to  the  Old  Testament  in  this  incident.  Yet 
the  Christian  is  justified  in  claiming  this  same 
uniqueness  for  the  New  Testament  Simply 
stat^  inspiration  defines  God  as  producer  of 
the  Scriptures.  (Jod  was  at  work  in  religious 
history  and  in  the  record  of  that  history  as  well. 
How  this  inspiration  was  done  is  not  stated  by 


the  Bible  Theories  as  to  “how”  are  many.  Any 
theory  that  makes  the  Bible  the  sole  authority 
is  sufficient.  The  greatest  proof  of  inspiration 
is  that  beyond  printed  pages  is  personality. 
Read  the  Bible  and  discover  God. 

Third,  scripture  is  “profitable”  Its  usefulness 
is  seen  in  two  areas.  In  “doctrine"  refers  to 
positive  teaching  and  “reproof”  is  the  negative 
aspect.  The  second  area  is  ethical  and  moral. 
The  Bible  is  useful  in  ’^correction”  and  “instruc¬ 
tion.”  Again  both  negative  and  positive  aspects 
are  seen.  II  Timothy  3:17  gives  the  primary 
purpose  It  is  the  maturing  of  the  man  of  God. 
equipping  him  for  “all  good  works.” 

If  II  Timothy  3: 14-17  refers  to  the  WORD,  then 
II  Timothy  4:1-8  refers  to  the  WITNESS. 

Paul  charged  Timothy  in  the  truth  of  inspired 
scripture  “Therefore”  indicated  that  the  charge 
grew  out  of  the  passage  that  proceeded. 

The  charge  is  “before  (Jod,  and  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ”  (II  Timothy  4:1).  “Appearing” 
and  “Kingdom”  are  future  Present  faithfulness 


is  based  on  future  glories. 

The  charge  is  to  faithfulness  ( II  Timothy  4:2). 
Five  imperatives  formulate  the  charge. 
“Preach  the  word”  in  which  his  life  has  been 
nurtured.  “Be  instant  in  season,  out  of  season” 
is  a  call  to  old-fashioned  faithfulness.  Preach 
whether  men  listen  or  not.  “Reprove”  “rebuke” 
and  “exhort”  are  positive  and  negative  aspects 
of  proclamation  of  the  word.  These  imperatives 
must  be  practiced  with  patience  and  teaching. 

The  charge  is  urgent  (II  Timothy  4:3-5). 
Urgent  because  of  a  time  coming  when  truth 
will  not  be  received.  II  Timothy  4:4  describes 
people  not  only  who  will  hear  but  twist  truth 
to  fiction. 

Urgency  is  also  seen  in  imminent  departure 
of  Paul.  Paul's  fight  is  over!  This  makes 
Timothy  much  more  responsible.  This  advice 
of  the  aged  warrior  to  his  rather  timid  lieute¬ 
nant  is  impressive.  Now  be  faithful  for  there  is 
a  crown  of  righteousness  for  the  faithful. 

Al  Finch  is  pastor.  First,  Greenwood. 
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By  Art  Ttoalston 


RICHMOND.  Va.  ( BP)  —  Southern  Baptists  and  other 
evangelicals  in  the  United  States  are  not  the  only  ones 
sending  out  missionaries  these  days. 

Baptists  in  two  dozen  countries  sponsor  250  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  50  or  more  nations  —  up  significantly  from 
a  decade -ago. 

In  several  countries,  partnerships  have  been  foiled. 
Baptist  churches  in  Sweden  and  Norway,  for  example, 
have  sent  numerous  volunteer  teams  into  Poland  for 
preaching,  choral  presentations,  and  church 
construction. 

The  foreign  missions  involvement  of  Baptist  conven¬ 
tions  and  unions  overseas  is  “one  of  the  brightest  lights 
of  missions  of  tomorrow,”  says  Clark  Scanlon,  the 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board  s  director  of 
research  and  planning.  These  growing  Christians  have 
captured  a  world  vision  God  meant  for  all  his  children.” 

Jamaica  is  one  of  those  countries  involved  in  foreign 
missions,  with  a  couple  assigned  to  Grenada.  In  fact, 
since  the  Jamaica  Baptist  Missionary  Society  was  form¬ 
ed  in  1842  “to  preach  the  gospel  in  Africa.  Central 
America,  the  Caribbean  and  the  world,”  its  50-plus  ap¬ 
pointees  have  worked  in  12  countries. 

Setting  the  pace  are  Brazilian  Baptists.  More  than  100 
of  their  missionaries  work  in  16  countries  under  a  Board 
of  World  Missions  The  convention  also  has  appointed  430 
home  missionaries.  And  volunteer  efforts  have  includ¬ 
ed  medical  teams  traveling  to  several  neighboring 
countries. 

“I’m  not  saying  we  don’t  need  (Southern  Baptist)  mis¬ 
sionaries,”  says  one  Brazilian  seminary  teacher.  “But  if 
anything  happened  and  they  were  no  longer  here,  we 
could  proce^  with  the  work.” 

Brazilian  Baptists  sent  their  first  missionaries  to  Por- 
tugual  in  1911  and  added  Bolivia  as  their  second  mission 
field  in  1946,  assigning  Waldomiro  and  Lidia  Motto  there. 
Motto  was  jailed  briefly  in  1948  for  preaching  the  gospel 
during  an  era  of  religious  persecution. 

When  political  strife  prompted  various  evangelical 
missionaries,  including  a  Southern  Baptist  couple,  to 
leave  the  African  country  of  Mozambique  in  the  1970s, 


a  single  woman,  was  able  to  continue  working  there  15 
years.  . 

Southern  Baptists  are  just  now  re-establishing  work 
in  the  country.  In  Angola,  another  African  country  where 
similar  strife  occurred,  Brazilian  Baptists  were  able  to 
re-enter  the  country  in  1983.  three  years  before  Southern 
Baptists  could. 

In  Venezuela  and  Colombia,  two  new  Baptist  congrega¬ 
tions  are  led  by  a  Brazilian  couple  and  a  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  couple.  Brazilian  Calixto  Patricio  enjoys  the  team¬ 
work  with  Southern  Baptist  Mike  Glenn  in  Venezuela.  He 
believes  they  complement  each  other.  “I’m  the  type  to 
jump  in.”  Patricio  says,  “and  Mike  is  more  the  type  to 
analyze.” 

Most  of  the  16  countries  where  Brazilian  Baptists  work 
were  added  during  the  1980s.  Most  appointees  are  church 
planters.  The  largest  numbers  of  missionaries  are  in 
Paraguay,  about  20,  and  Portugal,  about  a  dozen. 

Smaller  numbers  are  involved  in  missions  programs 
of  other  Baptist  conventions  or  unions.  Scottish  Baptists, 
for  example,  have  15  missionaries  in  Zaire,  where 
Southern  Baptists  have  but  one  couple.  Fifteen  other 
Scottish  Baptists  are  spread  among  India,  Bangladesh, 
Nepal.  Tanzania,  and  Brazil.  About  20  Norwegian  Bap¬ 
tists  are  in  Zaire  and  two  in  Nepal.  Three  couples 
representing  Japan’s  Baptists  are  in  Indonesia,  and  one 
couple  is  preparing  to  work  in  Brazil.  Six  South  African 
Baptist  missionaries  are  spread  among  Israel,  Malawi.- 
and  Belgium. 

Tfen  Baptist  unions  in  Eun^,  cooperating  through  the 
European  Baptist  Mission,  have  nearly  70  missionaries 
in  three  African  countries,  including  Cameroon  aodlhe 
Republic of  Central  Africa,  where  Southern  Baptists  have 
no  personnel.  About  10  European  missionaries  are  in 
thiw  South  American  countries. 

In  a  few  European  Baptist  unions,  church  members 
give  more  per  ca[Mta  for  missionary  work  than  Southern 
Baptists.  And  if  Southern  Baptists  sent  out  missionaries 
in  the  same  proportion  to  church  membership  as 
Australian  Baptists  do,  SBC  missionaries  overseas  would 
number  more  than  47,000. 


•Joy  knows  no  he 

Ai»’s  first  birthday  may  be  her  last.  The  lack  of .  _ _ 

toll  on  this  10-pound  little  girl  whose  name  means  joy.  Missionary  nurse  Sharron  Hawk 
hopes  her  mother  has  brought  her  to  Kersey  Children’s  Home  soon  enough  to  bring 
her  back  to  heaMh  and  happiness.  (BP)  PHOTO  By  Don  Rutledge 


mess 


THE  SUCCESS  FACTOR:  the  death  of  Christ.  I’ve  read  several 
DISCOVER  GOD’S  POTENTIAL  of  Dr.  Smith’s  books  and  this,  in  my 
THROUGH  REALITY  'THINKING,  opinion  is  not  one  of  his  best.  It  does 
Hart,  Archibald  D.,  Old  Thppan,  New  however,  contain  a  wealth  of  il¬ 
lustrative  material. 

A  good  book  but  not  great.  — 
Reviewed  by  Greg  Potts,  Pastor,  Pro- 


Brazilian  Baptist  missionary  Valnice  Milhomens  (3oalho, 


Art  Tbalston  writes  for  the  Foreign  Misskm  Board 


Jersey:  Revell.  IW4. 

So,  another  book  on  how  to  make  it 

to  the  top?  Not  exactly.  _ ^ _ _ _ _  _ 

The  author  is  currently  dean  of  the  vidence  Baptist  Church,  Meadville. 
Graduate  School  of  Psychology  at  ^~*“*****^— — 

Fuller  Theological  Seminary  in 

Pasadena,  CA.  The  book  is  centered 

around  the  thesis  that  success  is  fin-  t 

ding  God’s  will  for  your  life  and  get-  f'  ^ 

ting  in  it.  ^ 

Dr.  Hart  doesn’t  offer  any  positive  ^ 

thinking  formulas,  he  simply  leads  the  ^ ^ 

readers  to  understand  who  they  are,  am  O 

to  be  realistic  about  making  goals  in  >-  ^ 

light  of  who  they  are,  and  then  strive  ^  -- 

to  be  all  they  can  be  for  the  glory  and  c  >  5 

praise  of  G^.  This  is  success  accor- 

ding  to  the  author!  —  Reviewed  by  tH  c 

Greg  Potts,  Pastor  of  Providence  o  *-  5 

Church.  Meadville.  ^ 


songs.  Now  I  write  these  songs  end 


e  was  lead  “World  War  II  came  along  and  put  a  melody  to  them  and  sing  them 
n  a  group  stopped  it,”  he  recalls.  “I  wrote  our  in  our  church  here  at  Blue  Springs.’' 

Our  heavenly  home 


Do  you  want  yourself  a  mansion. 

When  your  race  on  earth  is  nm? 

Do  you  want  a  home  in  heaven. 

Way  beyond  the  setting  sun? 

If  you’ll  listen  to  me.  people, 

I  can  tell  you  what  to  do. 

Put  your  trust  in  Christ  our  savior. 

And  he’ll  save  your  soul  for  you. 

Our  savior  is  now  begging  you. 

To  trust  his  holy  name. 

If  you  ask  him  he  will  help  you  now. 

To  put  sin  to  its  shame. 

He’s  standing  there  with  arms  outstretched 
To  show  us  the  right  way. 

So  let’s  follow  in  his  footsteps. 

To  a  heavenly  home  some  day. 


The  Lord  sent  Jesus  down  to  earth. 
To  open  up  the  trail. 

And  if  we  put  our  trust  in  him. 

We’ll  find  it  without  fail. 

Then  we  will  know  a  greater  love, 
"rhan  any  tongue  can  tell. 

There  will  be  a  home  in  heaven. 
Where  we’ll  ring  our  golden  bell. 

Old  Satan  tries  to  tell  us, 

That  the  Bible  isn’t  so 

That  there’s  no  such  place  as  heaven, 

And  we’ve  got  no  place  to  go. 

But  pay  no  attention  to  Satan, 

And  his  lies  and  his  deceit. 

Let’s  all  put  our  trust  in  Jesus, 

And  we’ll  walk  that  golden  street. 


NOTHING  BUT  THE  BLOOD. 
Smith.  Bailey  E.  Nashville;  Broad- 
man,  1987. 

Most  pastors  and  staff  members 
are  very  familiar  with  the  author  of 
this  book.  Dr.  Bailey  Smith  was 
formerly  the  pastor  of  the  First 
Southern  Baptist  Church.  Del  City, 
Okla.  He  is  now  president  of  Real 
Evangelism. 

The  book  is  composed  of  12 
chapters.  Each  contains  a  sermon  on 
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Troy  E.  Leach,  Jr 
Blue  Springs 


September  24,  1987 


*7  was  hungry  and  ye  fed  me...” 


Observe  Cooperative  Program  Month 

October 


A*  worldview 


The  Baptist  Courier,  state  paper 
of  the  South  Carolina  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  presented  the  following 
scenario: 

Of  100  people,  randomly 
selected  from  the  world,  47 
would  be  illiterate  —  1  would 
have  a  college  degree. 

67  would  be  poor  —  33  would 
financially  comfortable. 

50  would  be  homeless  or  live 
in  substandard  housing  —  2 
would  own  both  a  house  and  car. 

35  would  be  hungry  and 
malnourished. 

22  would  claim  the  Christian 
faith. 


Southern  Baptists  must  combine 
their  gifts  and  prayers  to  ac-. 
complish  a  witness  to  the  world. 
Millions  of  dollars  in  funds  are 
urgently  needed  at  home  •  and 
overseas  to  reach  our  Bold  Mission 
Thrust  goal  of  sharing  the  gospel 
with  everyone  on  earth  by  A.D. 
2000.  Funds  are  needed  to  under¬ 
write  the  ministries  of  the 
thousands  who  want  to  go  and  the 
over  7,000  who  are  already  serving 
at  home  and  overseas. 

The  Cooperative  Program,  the 
lifeline  oi  missions,  offers  Southern 
Baptists  the  best  channel  for' 
meeting  this  challenge. 


"The  Cooperative  Program,  as  the  lifeline  of  missions,  offers 
Southern  Baptists  the  best  channel  for  meeting  these  (foreign 
missions)  needs  on  a  long  term  basis." 

— Keith  Parks  as  quoted  in 

Cooperation:  The  Baptist  Way  to  a  Lost  World 
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IGng  James  is  still  first; 
New  King  James  is  second 


Of  the  93%  of  all  Americans  that 
own  at  least  one  Bible,  42%  own  a 
King  James  Bible,  while  21%  own  a 
New  King  James  Version,  say  the 
results  of  a  new  nationwide  study  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Bama  Research  Group 
of  Glendale,  Calif. 

The  Barna  Research  Group’s  news 
release  dated  September  9  reports 
that  one  of  the  old^t  English  transla¬ 
tions  is  still  the  number  one  selling  Bi- 


.  ble,  the  King  James  Version,  original¬ 
ly  translated  in  1611.  The  second  most 
popular  is  one  of  the  newest  transla¬ 
tions,  the  New  King  James  Version, 
completed  in  1962. 

The  publisher  of  the  New  King 
James  Version,  Thomas  Nelson,  con- 
fimis  that  the  version  has  rapidly 
gained  acceptance,  stating  that  its 
sales  are  up  52%  from  fiscal  1986. 

The  New  King  James  New  Ttsta- 
ment  was  published  in  1979,  and  the 


complete  Bible  in  1982,  after  seven 
years’  work  by  an  interdenomina¬ 
tional  team  of  130  scholars. 

The  same  family  ot  manuscripts  us¬ 
ed  in  translating  the  1611  King  James 
were  used  to  produce  the  New  King 
James  Version.  In  addition,  the  New 
King  James  also  contains  an  exten¬ 
sive  set  of  footnotes  showing  variant 
readings  from  other  manuscript 
sources  for  comparison. 


Graham  postpones  trip  to  China 


TOKYO,  Japan  (EP)  —  Billy 
Graham  postponed  his  first-ever  visit 
to  China  after  suffering  a  fall  which 
fractured  one  rib  and  reinjured 
others,  shortly  after  arriving  in  Tbkyo 
en  route  to  Japan. 

Several  days  after  he  arrived  in 
Tokyo,  Graham  got  up  during  the 
night  and  stumbled  over  a  briefcase 
in  the  dark,  according  to  Larry  Ross, 
a  public  relations  representative  for 
Graham.  He  fell  on  his  left  side, 
resulting  in  “compounded  dif¬ 
ficulties,”  said  Ross,  since  he  has 
broken  his  ribs  several  times  in  recent 


years.  Graham  is  rpportedly  in  ex¬ 
treme  pain  from  the  injury. 

Graham  was  confined  to  bed. 
although  not  hospitalized.  He  was 
under  supervision  of  three  Tokyo  doc¬ 
tors  and  planned  to  go  to  the  Mayo 
Clinic,  Rochester  Minn,  after  several 
days  of  recuperation  when  he  became 
able  to  travel. 

“This  is  one  of  the  greatest  disap¬ 
pointments  (rf  my  life,”  Graham  said, 
adding  that  he  was  especially  looking 
forward  to  accompanying  his  wife  to 
the  place  where  she  was  bom  and  liv¬ 
ed  until  she  was  17. 


Graham  just  completed  a  series  of 
seven  major  crusade  during  the  past 
fivje  months.  The  most  recent 
meetings  concluded  August  30  in 
Helsinki.  Finland,  and  was  the  largest 
religious  event  in  the  country’s 
history. 

The  evangelist  was  invited  to  China 
by  The  Chinese  People’s  Association 
for  Friendship  with  Foreign  Countries 
and  The  China  Christian  Council.  He 
was  scheduled  to  speak  at  several 
churches  and  three  universities,  as 
well  as  meet  with  some  of  the 
religious  and  political  leaders  of 
China. 


‘Sound  barrier’  falls  for  deaf  pastor 


Volunteer  missionaries  David  and  Marsha  Mitchell  (right) 
discuss  their  ministry  to  deaf  Puerto  Ricans  with  Rodney  Webb 
(starKJing)  and  Carter  Bearden,  both  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board's  language  missions  division.  Mitchell  was  pastor  of 
a  church  in  Tennessee  before  he  lost  his  hearing.  The  Mit¬ 


chells  now  participate  in  Mission  Service  Corps,  the  Southern 
Baptist  volunteer  missions  program,  and  they  have  founded 
a  church  for  deaf  people  in  Ponce.  Puerto  Rico.  (BP  photo 
by  Michael  Largent) 
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Editorials . .  .  by  Don  McGregor 


Our  cooperative  ministry 


'  The  “Go  ye”  statements  in  the  Bi- 
'^ble  have  been  taken  seriously  by 
Southern  Baptists,  and  62  years  ago 
the  v^cle  for  involving  all  Southern 
Baptists  in  the  “Go  ye”  effort  was 
fashioned  and  adopted. 

'Hie  Cooperative  Program  came  in¬ 
to  existence  in  1925  during  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  Mem¬ 
phis,  and  since  that  time  it  has  been 
the  pipeline  for  transferring  the 
energy  of  Southern  Baptists  through 
monetary  resources  to  missionaries 
all  over  the  wcH-ld,  where  the  energy 
is  translated  into  actions  and 
witnessing. 

Through  the  Cooperative  Program 
aU  Southern  Baptists  are  aUe  to  go  in¬ 
to  the  farthest  reaches  of  the  world  by 
providing  the  fmancing  that  makes  it 
possible  to  dairy  a  witness  of  salva¬ 
tion  into  those  areas. 

In  1976  in  Norfolk,  Vh.,  Bold  Mission 
Thrust  was  {sresented  to  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  and  ad<^)ted.  In 
1977  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  it  was  laun¬ 
ched.  The  idea  is  to  make  a  saving 
witness  possible  for  every  person  on 
the  earth  by  the  year  2000.  Of  course, 
we  have  already  missed  a  lot  of  tllnn. 
They  died  before  we  could  get  to  them. 
Other  new  ones  have  come  on  the 


-  scene,  but  we  are  not  keeping  up. 

Nevertheless,  we  are  working  on 
goals  that  will  help  us  in  our  effort  to 
witness  to  all  the  world.  In  1976  we  had 
35,073  churches.  By  2000  we  want  to 
have  50,000.  throu^  1966,  the  latest 
figures  available,  we  had  37,116.  Bold 
Mission  Thurst  has  been  in  operation 
for  10  years,  and  there  are  only  13 
more  years  left.  We’ve  gained  only 
2,000,  and  we  have  13,000  to  go. 

We  are  doing  better  in  church-type 
missions.  In  1976  we  had  1,800. 
Through  1966  we  had  5,000.  Added  to 
the  more  than  37,000  churches,  the 
church-type  missions  sends  the  total 
to  more  than  42,000. 
gf  In  1976  we  had  2,492  home  mis¬ 
sionaries,  and  we  want  to  have  5,000 
by  2000.  Through  1966  we  had  3,637.  In 
1976  we  had  2,700  foreign  missiooaries, 
and  we  want  5,000  by  2000.  At  the  end 
of  1986  we  had  3,756. 

Our  goal  is  to  be  witnessing  in  125 
nations  the  year  2000.  Our  fields 
have  grown  from  84  in  1976  to  110  in 
1966. 

October  is  Cooperative  Program 
Month.  It  certainly  is  fitting  that 
Southern  Baptists  should  establish  a 
time  period  for  calling  attention  to  the 
ministry  that  the  Cooperatiave  Pro¬ 


gram  has  for  us.  Actually,  we  poiorm 
the  ministry.  The  Coopmitive  Pro¬ 
gram  is  the  vehicle  through  which  it 
is  performed. 

Through  the  Cooperative  Program 
aU  Southern  Baptists  can  be  involved 
in  carrying  the  gospel  to  the  lost 
wherever  they  are  There  are  always 
new  generations  ccaning  on  the  scene, 
however,  and  it  is  possible  that  some 
may  read  these  lin«  who  do  not  know 
how  the  Cooperative  Program  is 
operated.  It  is  a  simple  concept,  but 
it  has  profound  repercussions.  First 
the  in^vidual  determines  what  his 
contribution  to  his  own  church  will  be 
and  makes  that  contribution.  He  then 
participates,  if  he  wants  to,  in  deter¬ 
mining  how  much  the  church  wiU 
send  beyond  its  own  field  to  be  used 
in  mission  work.  The  church  sends  its 
agreed-on  amount  out  to  the  state  con¬ 
vention.  Money  fnnn  churches  all 
over  the  state  is  gathered  in  the  offices 
of  the  state  convention,  and  the 
amount  to  be  sent  on  to  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  is  determined  in 
the  annual  state  convention.  That 
amount,  usually  a  percentage,  is  sent 
on  to  Southern  Baptist  Convention  oi- 
fices;  and  at  the  annual  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  the  determination 


Guest  opinion  .  .  . 


through  cooperation 


Evangelize 


The  story  of  evangelization  by 
Southern  Baptists  through  the 
Cooperative  Program  can  be  heard 
from  around  the  wcn-ld  as  in  one  Tan¬ 
zanian  assodation  where  4,000  to  7,000 
professions  of  faith  occur  annually. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  this  year’s 
annual  report  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  presented  still  another 
breakthrough  in  the  board’s  history. 
There  were  185,669  baptisms  reported 
in  1986,  or  more  than  50  baptisms  per 
missionary,  or  one  baptism  for  every 
11  overseas  church  members.  In  an 
average  week,  3,570  believers  were 
baptized  and  20  new  churches  and 
chapels  were  begun.  These  figures  il¬ 
lustrate  what  missioQaries,  overseas 
Baptists,  and  Baptists  at  home  can 
accomplish  virhen  they  work  together. 
Southern  Baptists  evangelize  in  more 
than  110  countries  where  more  than 
3,600  missionaries  are  suppiHted 
through  the  Cooperative  Program 
and  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
offering. 


The  1967-88  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  Operating  Budget-Phase  1 
includes  50  percent  for  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board,  19.54  percent  for 


By  Jerry  L.  Austin 
the  Home  Mission  Board,  4.09  per¬ 
cent  for  the  Radio  &  Television 
Commission,  20.32  percent  for  the 
six  Southern  Baptist  seminaries, 
and  6.06  percent  for  the  Elxecutive 
Committee,  The  Christian  Life 
Commission,  the  Stewardship 
Commission,  the  Education  Com- 
-  mission,  the  Southern  Baptist 
Foundation,  the  Annuity  Board, 
and  the  Brotherhood  Commission. 

Irma  Duke  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  tells  of  more  than  1,600  people 
being  baptized  during  one  year  as  the 
result  of  a  Him  ministry  in  Korea.  Us¬ 
ing  an  old,  iKMsy,  16mm  film  projec¬ 
tor,  the  witnesses  went  from  [^ce  to 
place  showing  evangelistic  films  in  a 
tent. 

In  six  months  missionary  RoUa 
Bradley  saw  750  soldiers  baptized 
through  evangelistic  efforts  among 
the  military  in  South  Korea. 

Because  of  the  way  Baptists  meet 
physical  needs  in  Pusan,  South  Korea, 
the  city  government  recently  re¬ 
quested  an  expansion  of  the  Wallace 
Memorial  Baptist  Hospital.  In 
response,  three  new  floors  with  about 
100  beds  have  been  added  to  bring  its 
capacity  to  450  beds.  More  than  13,000 


outpatients  and  1,300  inpatients  were 
treated  in  the  past  year.  Some  5,000 
people  were  wittiest  to  per  month; 
and,  of  those,  almost  200  made  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith. 

Yes,  Cooperative  Program- 
siqiported  missionaries  are  seeing  the 
fruits  of  their  faithfulness  in  witness¬ 
ing,  teaching,  and  ministering. 

In  order  to  inform,  inspire,  and  in- 
virfve  congregations  in  th^  worldwide 
task  of  sharing  the  gospel  with 
everyone  by  the  year  2000,  Southern 
Baptists  have  set  aside  October  as  a 
time  to  celebrate  the  ministries  they 
support  through  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram.  It  is  a  time  to  refresh  our  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  accomplishment  of  the 
Great  Commission. 

A  former  ediUH*  of  Home  Life 
magazine,  Rueben  Herring,  tells  of  his 
sick  little  grandson  at  the  doctor’s  of¬ 
fice.  The  physician  recommended  a 
“shot.'’  As  the  nurse  brought  the 
“shot”  into  the  room,  the  child  ex¬ 
claimed,  “That’s  not  for  me!” 

Evangelization  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth  through  the  Cooperative 
gram  —  that’s  for  me. 

James  L.  Austin  is  vice  president. 
Cooperative  Program  Promotion, 
Stewardship  Commtesion,  SBC. 


Reach  the  Lost:  Give 


Tor  Cod  so  loMBd  the 
world,  that  he  gave  hh  only 
begotten  Son.  that 
whosoever  boMovoth  In  him 
should  not  perish,  but  have 
everlasting  Nfo.' 
John  5:16 


cooperative 

Prooram 

Month 

In 

October 


is  made  as  to  how  it  is  to  be  used. 
Messengers  to  the  convention  decide 
what  percentage  will  go  to  foreign 
missions,  what  percratage  will  go  to 
missions  work  in  the  United  States, 
and  the  percentage  that  will  go  to 
other  causes  that  are  agreed  on  dur¬ 
ing  the  convention. 

It  is  a  simide  plan,  but  it  carries  the 


message  of  salvation  throughout  the 
world.  The  Bible  says,  “Go  ye,”  and 
Southern  Baptists  respond.  Some  go 
in  person.  Others  go  through  the  sen¬ 
ding  of  their  mcuiey.  The  Cooporative 
Program  allows  those  to  go  who  send 
their  money  and  provides  the  means 
of  support  for  those  who  go  in  person. 

It  is  a  biblical  ministry. 


Public  confidence  grows 
for  organized  religion 

PRINCETON,  N  J.  (EP)  —  Public  confidence  m  organized  religion 
has  rebounded,  despite  the  PTL  scandal,  but  the  church  has  still  not 
recaptured  the  primacy  it  epjoyed  for  years  as  the  most  trusted  institu¬ 
tion  in  the  U.S. 

Accteding  to  GaUup  polls,  61  percent  of  those  polled  in  1967  said  they 
had  “a  great  deal”  or  “a  lot”  of  confidence  in  the  church  or  organized 
religion,  up  from  57  percent  in  1966.  The  church  tied  with  the  military 
in  this  year’s  peril;  the  military  had  a  63  percent  confidence  rating  last 
year.  In  1979  and  in  1963  the  church  was  the  most  trusted  institution  in 
the  nation. 

Following  the  church  and  military  in  this  year’s  poll  were  the  U.S. 
Siqireme  Court  (52  peremt),  banks  (50  percent),  public  schools  (50  per¬ 
cent),  newspapers  (31  percent),  television  (28  percent),  and  organized 
labor  (26  percent). 


Senate  committee  approves 
revenue  foregone  subsidy 


WASHIN(?rON  (BP)  -  The  U.S. 
Senate  Appropriations  (fommittee  has 
approved  a  level  of  federal  funding 
that  would  keep  postal  rates  for  non¬ 
profit  publications,  including  Baptist 
state  newspapers  and  some  church 
newsletters,  at  current  levels  through 
September  1988. 

The  committee  included  $517 
million  for  revenue  foregone,  which 
subsidizes  reduced  postal  rates  for 
non-profit  mailers,  in  its  IVeasury- 
Postal  Service  appropriations  bill.  A 


Postal  Service  spokesman  said  non¬ 
profit  rates  could  go  up  before 
September  1968  if  a  general  rate  in¬ 
crease  is  instituted. 

The  subsidy  approved  by  the  Senate 
panel  matches  that  included  in  the 
House-approved  Tteasury-Postal  Ser¬ 
vice  appropriations  biU.  Although  that 
bill  contained  $556.5  million  for  the 
Postal  Service,  only  $517  million  was 
designated  for  revenue  foregone 

'The  appropriations  bill  now  must  be 
approved  by  the  full  Senate. 
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World  missions  leaders  seek  ways 
to  accelerate  spread  of  the  gospel 


Leaders  from  20  of  the  world's  largest  missions  organizations  and  interdenomina¬ 
tional  groups  met  Sept.  17-18  in  Dallas  to  look  for  ways  to  work  together  in  evangeliz¬ 
ing  the  world.  They  called  on  Christians  worldwide  to  join  in  a  day  of  fasting  and 
prayer  before  Pentecost  Sunday  each  year  to  focus  on  reaching  the  world  for  Christ 
before  A.O.  2000.  Among  the  participants  were  (left  to  right)  Edward  Dayton,  from 
World  Vision  International;  R.  Keith  Parks,  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board; 
William  Bright,  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ,  International;  and  Robert  Bowman,  Far 
East  Broadcasting  Co.,  IrK.  (BP)  PHOTO  By  Van  Payne. 

Sports  evangelism 
fellowship  organizes 

By  Jim  Burton 


MEMPHIS,  Ttenn.  (BP)  -  The  Na¬ 
tional  Fellowship  of  Baptists  in  Sports 
has  been  organized  by  a  strategy 
steering  committee  of  the  National 
Fellowship  of  Baptist  Men. 

The  new  fellowship  is  the  first 
Southern  Baptist  effort  to  organize 
laypeople  from  throughout  the 
'  Southern  Baptist  Convention  to  use 
sports  for  missions  and  evangelism, 
said  Mississippian  Larry  Cox, 
associate  director  of  the  Baptist  Men’s 
group. 

The  purpose  of  the  fellowship  is  to 
present  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
the  United  States  and  abroad  through 
sports.  Strategies  will  be  developed  to 
use  sports  in  missions  to  present  the 
gospel  and  provide  a  network  for  mat¬ 
ching  resources  with  requests,  Cox 
said. 

Strategy  steering  committee 
member  Lee  Nelson  of  Tallahassee, 
Fla.,  is  in  his  first  year  of  retirement 
after  spending  11  seasons  with  the  St. 
Louis  Cardinals  of  the  National  Foot¬ 
ball  League.  This  his  first  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  be  involved  with  a  denomina¬ 
tional  sports  evangelism/  missions  ef¬ 
fort.  He  said: 

“For  me,  just  to  be  able  to  get  to  a 
group  like  this  and  see  something 


John  McBride,  director  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Boards  (Cooperative  Missions  Depart¬ 
ment,  has  been 
named  director  of 
missions  for  Shdby 
(County  which  en¬ 
compasses  the  city 
of  Memphis. 

McBride,  a  Jack- 
son  native,  will  be¬ 
gin  work  OR  Oct.  1. 
He  is  a  graduate 
McBride  of  Mississippi  (Col¬ 
lege,  New  Orleans  Seminary,  and 
McCiormick  Seminary  in  (Chicago. 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  In  an  un¬ 
precedented  meeting,  leaders  of  20  (rf 
the  world’s  largest  missions  organiza¬ 
tions  and  interdenominational  groups 
sought  ways  Sept.  17-18  to  work 
together  in  accelerating  the  spread  of 
the  gospel  to  all  people. 

As  the  first  step,  they  called  on 
(Christians  worldwide  to  join  in  24 
hours  of  prayer  and  fasting  just  before 
Pentecost  Sunday  each  year  as  a 
“focused  intercession  for  global 
evangelization”  between  now  and  A.D. 
2000. 

The  period  of  prayer  would  begin  at 
6  p.m.  Friday  and  end  at  6  p.m. 
Saturday. 


grow  is  neat  because  here  are  a  lot  of 
opportunities  out  there.  Sports  has 
b^n  my  life,  and  it  is  an  opportunity 
to  spread  the  word.” 

Organizers  of  the  Kentucky  Baptist 
Sports  Crusaders,  which  recently  sent 
a  basketball  team  to  Kenya  on  a  mis¬ 
sion  trip,  attended  the  strategy  steer¬ 
ing  committee  meeting. 

“We  played  13  ball  grimes  and  put 
on  about  15  clinics,  all  used  to  share 
our  faith  in  Jesus  L^uist  with  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  nation  of  Kenya,”  said  Larry 
Pursiful,  minister  of  activities  at 
Carlisle  Avenue  (Church,  Louisville, 
Ky.,  and  co-director  of  the  Kentucky 
group. 

“We  saw  wonderful  results.  There 
were'about  600  decisions  for  (Christ 
while  we  were  there,  and  it  did 
wonders  for  our  guys  that  went,”  add¬ 
ed  Pursiful,  who  was  captain  of  the 
1962  University  of  Kentucky  basket¬ 
ball  team. 

“Sports  is  a  nationwide  language,” 
continued  Pursiful.  “Everyone  loves 
sports,  everywhere.  Why  not  use  it  to 
witness?” 

A  softball  team  also  has  been 
organized  in  Kentucky  ^od  has  played 
((Continued  on  page  7) 


McBride  accepts  position 
as  Shelby  County’s  DOM 


By  Bob  Stanley  and  Orville  Scott 

“From  time  zone  to  time  zone,  it 
could  become  a  chain  of  [Htiyer  and 
fasting  encircling  the  earth,”  the 
statement  said. 

The  missions  leaders  also  made 
tentative  plans  for  a  consultation  ear¬ 
ly  next  year  in  which  experts  will  ex¬ 
plore  the  kinds  of  research  informa¬ 
tion  available  about  the  unevangeliz¬ 
ed  people  of  the  world  and  whether  a 
common  data  base  could  be  set  up 
that  all  could  share. 

At  a  press  conference  concluding 
the  interdenominational  Global  Mis¬ 
sions  (Conference,  several  leaders  said 
one  of  the  most  valuable  benefits  of 
the  meeting  was  “just  getting  to  know- 


each  other.”  Jerry  White,  general 
director  of  the  Navigators,  said  this 
means  that  if  conflicts  or  needs  arise, 
the  leaders  can  pick  up  the  phone  and 
talk  to  someone  they  already  know. 

R.  Keith  Parks,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  said  he  is  convinced  global 
evangelization  is  an  attainable  goal  if 
(Christians  commit  themselves  to  all 
that  is  necessary  to  carry  out  Jesus' 
Great  Commission  to  take  the  gospel 
to  all  people. 

“We’re  not  just  talking  about 
something.  We  really  believe  it  can 
happen  and  should  happen  in  our 
day,”  he  said. 
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Evangelism  Conference 
to  take  place  at  Parkway 


McBride  has  been  pastor  of  Vaiden 
(Church  and  Lake  (Como  (Church,  Bay 
Springs,  plus  several  student 
pastorates  and  has  served  as  director 
of  missions  for  Jasper,  Bolivar,  and 
Rankin  (Counties,  and  was  director  of 
ministries  for  Jackson  (County. 

McBride  also  worked  in  rural  urban 
missions  for  the  Home  Mission  Board 
and  was  executive  director  of  the 
Commission  on  Religion  in 
Appalachia. 

McBride  and  his  wife,  the  former 
Lynn  Luster,  have  four  grown 
children. 


The  1988  Mississippi  Baptist 
Evangelism  Conference  will  take 
place  Feb.  1-3  at  Parkway  (Church  in 
Jackson. 

Next  year’s  conference  is  a  depar¬ 
ture  from  recent  years  when  it  was 
combined  with  a  Bible  (Conference. 
The  Sunday  School  Department, 
which  co-sponsored  the  Evangelism- 
Bible  Conference,  will  hold  a  separate 
Sunday  School  (Convention  in  A{Hil. 

The  Evangelism  (Conference  in  1988 
will  have  only  preaching  and  singing 
unlike  earlier  conferences  which  in¬ 
cluded  sessions  on  theology  and  {Kac- 
tical  applications  of  evangelistic  prin¬ 
ciples,  acc(Kxling  to  Guy  Henderson, 
director  of  the  Evangelism  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  convention  board,  which 
sponsors  the  meeting. 

Speakers  for  the  meeting  include 
Peny  Sanders,  who  opens  it  at  7  p^m., 
Feb.  1,  to  O.S.  Hawkins  who  closes  out 
at  10:40  a.m.  Feb.  3.  Sanders  is  pastor 
of  First  (Church,  Lafayette  and  was 
elected  last  week  to  a  spot  on  the  SBC 
Peace  Committee  by  the  SBC  ECx- 
ecutive  (Cunmittee  Hawkins  is  pastor 
of  First  (Church,  Ft.  Lauderdale,  and 
is  a  1985  president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Pastors’  (Conference 

Musician  for  the  conference  will  be 
Russell  Newport  of  St.  Louis  who  is  a 
professional  tenor  soloist  with  10  years 
on  the  road. 

Other  speakers  include  Manuel 
Scott  Jr,  Frank  Pollard,  Torn  Elliff, 
ECsther  Burroughs,  John  Bramlett, 
and  the  president  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board,  Larry  Lewis. 

Scott  is  pastor  of  Saint  John  Mis¬ 
sionary  Baptist  (Church  in  Dallas. 
Pollard  is  pastor  oi  First  Church, 
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Jackson.  Elliff  is  pastor  of  First 
Southern  Church,  Del  (Sty,  Okla.,  and 
a  former  missionary  to  Zimbabwe. 
Burroughs  is  national  evangelism 
consultant  for  women  for  the  Home 
Mission  Board.  Bramlett  is  a  former 
professional  football  player  for 
Denver,  Miami,,  New  England,  and 
Atlanta,  now  a  (Christian  lecturer. 

Testimonies  during  the  conference 
include  messages  that  relate  to 
church  renewal,  revival,  (Continuing 
Witness  Training,  and  Bold  New 
Growth  which  is  a  pnanotional  plan 
for  starting  new  units  oi  any  type  in 
a  church. 

Theme  of  the  Evangelism  (Con¬ 
ference  will  be  “ECquipping  the  Laity 
in  Evangelism.” 


Eiurr 


Christian  Life  Commission  narrows  reasons 
for  abortion,  withdraws  women’s  pamphlets 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Abortion  is 
justifiable  only  ‘\vhen  the  developing 
child  represents  a  clear  and  present 
danger  to  the  physical  life  of  the 
mother,”  Southern  Baptist  (Christian 
Life  Commission  members  declared 
during  their  annual  meeting  Sept.  16. 

The  abortion  statement,  part  of  a 
broader  recommendation  regarding 
sanctity  of  human  life,  was  one  of 
several  measures  commissioners  ap¬ 
proved  in  a  move  to  regulate  staff  ac¬ 
tivities  and  programs  of  the  ethics 
agency. 

They  also  withdrew  two  pamphlets 
on  the  role  of  women  and  set 
guidelines  for  materials  which  will 
replace  them;  adopted  a  statement  on 
AIDS;  restructured  the  CIjC  budget  to 
give  greater  priority  to  anti-abortion 
efforts;  created  a  guideline  giving 
commissioners  greater  editorial  input 
on  pamphlet  series;  asked  for  a  study 
of  the  procedure  of  conducting 
business  by  telephone,  including  the 
election  of  staff  members;  and  sug¬ 
gested  a  study  of  the  feasibility  o{ 
twice-yearly,  rather  than  annual, 
meetings. 

All  the  measures  to  regulate  ad¬ 
ministrative  procedure  were  passed 
the  day  following  a  motion  to  dismiss 
N.  Larry  Baker  as  executive  directm* 
failed  by  a  15-15  vote  Most  of  the 
regulatory  moves  were  approved  by 
about  a  three-to-two  margin. 

The  sanctity  of  human  life  state¬ 
ment  —  which  addresses  both  abor¬ 
tion  and  euthanasia  —  declares, 
“Human  life,  from  fertilization  until 
natural  death,  is  sacred  and  should  be 
protected,  not  destroyed.”  It  decries 
abortion,  infanticide,  and  “active” 
euthanasia. 

The  statement  calls  on  staff:  to  give 
anti-abortion  and  anti-euthanasia 
concerns  highest  priority  in  budget 
and  personnel  assignments  for  at 


least  the  next  two  years,  to  assist  the 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board  in  developing  alternatives  to 
atxHtion  for  women  facing  a  problem 
pregnancy,  to  oppose  infanticide  and 
euthanasia,  and  to  refrain  from 
releasing  any  materials  [xroduced  by 
the  commission  that  are  not  consis¬ 
tent  with  the  policy  statement. 

Charles  Wade,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Arlington,  Ihxas,  failed  in  an 
attempt  to  substitute  a  statement  on 
abortion  passed  by  a  diverse  group  (rf 
Southern  Baptists  during  a  CIX^- 
sponsored  abortion  consultation  in 
June 

“The  (June)  statement  from  St. 
Louis  goes  beyond  exceptions”  to 
abortion,  Wade  said.  “With  this  (St. 
Louis)  guideline,  I  can  talk  and 
counsel  with  people  and  WMic  towards 
alternatives  to  abortioa  The  St.  Louis 
statement  will  help  Southern  Baptists. 
It  is  a  beautiful  statement.”  He  said 
that  since  the  St.  Louis  statement  de¬ 
nounces  abortion  but  does  not  men¬ 
tion  exceptions  for  abortion,  it  pro¬ 
vides  an  opportunity  for  broad 
support. 

The  motion  on  the  role  of  wmnen 
withdrew  “Issues  and  Answers; 
Changing  Roles  of  Women”  and 
“Critical  Issues:  Women  in  (Church 
and  Society”  from  circulation.  It  also 
called  for  CLC  staff  to  produce  new 
materials  on  women’s  roles  by 
September  1968.  The  new  materials 
are  to  reflect  the  1984  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  (invention  resolution  titled  “Or¬ 
dination  and  the  Role  of  Women  in 
Ministry.” 

That  SBC  resolution  interprets 
Scripture  as  excluding  women  fnan 
pastoral  leadership  and  says  “God'k 
delegated  order  of  authority”  includes 
“CTirist  as  the  head  of  man  and  man 
as  the  head  of  woman.”  It  also  states 
that  “women  are  not  in  public  worship 
to  assume  a  role  of  authority  over 


men  lest  confusion  reign  in  the  local 
church”  and  “to  preserve  a  submis¬ 
sion  required  because  the  man  was 
first  in  creation  and  the  woman  was 
first  in  the  Edenic  Pall.” 

Skeet  Workman,  homemaker  from 
Lubbock,  Texas,  who  originated  the 
motion  to  withdraw  the  literature, 
said  the  pamphlet  on  changing  roles 
of  women  contains  inaccurate 
statements:  “The  pamphlet  says  the 
Equal  Rights  Amendment  was 
designed  to  guarantee  constitutionally 
that  equal  rights  under  the  law  would 
not  be  denied  anyone  because  of  sex, 
and  that  is  folse.  The  No  1  reason 
the  women’k  rights  movonent  was  the 
passage  of  the  EJIA,  whidi  would  lead 
to  legalization  of  honKsexuality,  abor¬ 
tion,  and  many  other  things  . . . .” 

Takes  issue 

Workman  took  issue  with  the  pam¬ 
phlet  on  women  in  church  and  socie¬ 
ty,  particularly  for  its  statement  that 
some  women  have  suffered 
discrimination  in  churches.  “I  think 
if  this.brochure  were  given  to  a  young 
in  a  Southern  Baptist 
djflPnBH  she  reads  it,  she  will  begin 
toilet  the  idea  that  there  is 
discrimination  among  us  as  Southern 
Baptists,”  she  said. 

Wade  and  Don  Blanton,  an  engineer 
from  Bel  Air,  Md.,  pleaded  with  com¬ 
missioners  not  to  base  their  actkns  on 
the  1984  resolution,  noting  resolutions 
are  not  binding  on  SBC  institutions. 
“As  Baptists,  we  are  not  governed  by 
resolutions;  we  are  governed 
Scripture,”  Wade  said. 

Focusing  on  AIDS  —  acquired  im¬ 
mune  deficiency  syndrome  —  com¬ 
missioners  adopted  a  statement  that 
commended  the  staff  “for  their  eflorts 
to  date  in  this  regard”  and  urged  in¬ 
creased  energy  in  the  development  of 
materials  on  AIDS. 


“We  call  upon  the  CLC  staff  to  pro¬ 
duce  literature  which  sounds  a  clear 
call  to  sexual  purity,  not  simply  from 
health  concerns,  but  because  oT 
biblical,  ethical  principles,"  their 
AIDS  statement  says.  Previoiely,  they 
passed  a  committee  reoMnmendation 
concerning  development  of  new 
audiovisual  and  printed  resources  on 
AIDS. 

Abortion  re-surfaced  during  an  ad¬ 
ministrative  conunittee  discussion  of 
the  1987-88  CLC  budget.  That  budget 
—  $1,040,600,  which  includes  SBC 
Cooperative  Program  income  of 
$796,100  and  $150,000  from  the  sale  (rf 
ethics  resources  —  was  approved.  In¬ 
ternally,  the  administrative  conunit¬ 
tee  took  $20,000  from  two  general  line 
item  accounts  to  create  a  new  line 
item  account  giving  priority  to  in¬ 
itiatives  on  abortion  and  euthanasia. 

In  an  unprecendented  move,  the 
C!LC  {»omotion  committee  asked  for 
and  received  permission  to  to  review 
and  respond  to  “future  printed 
materials  in  pamphlet  series”  prior  to 
their  publication. 

In  other  business,  commissioners: 

—  ApiMwed  a  response  to  the  SBC 
Peace  Committee  from  the  CLC  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  that  confirms  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  and  professional  staff 
<rf  the  conunission  have  been  and  will 
contiraie  to  be  committed  to  work 
within  the  framework  of  the  Baptist 
Faith  and  Message  Statement. 

—  Authorized  a  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  request  of  $984,855  for  1988-89. 
Hie  requ^  includes  a  5  percent  price 
index  adjustment  and  a  special  re¬ 
quest  of  $150,000  for  establishing'  a 
CLC  office  in  Washington.  The 
establishment  of  a  Washington  moral 
concerns  office  was  encouraged  by  an 
SBC  Executive  Committee  fact¬ 
finding  committee  that  studied  the 
work  of  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee. 

—  Approved  a  request  to  the  SBC 


for  approval  of  a  proposed  change  in 
the  CLC  program  statement  that’ 
would  remove  language  requiring  the  j 
agency  to  work  through  the  Baptist ' 
Joint  committee  on  Public  Affairs  ■ 
when  working  on  COristian  m(«al  con¬ 
cerns  in  Washington. 

—  Voted  to  give  the  CLC 
Distinguished  Service  Award  to  Doug 
and  Evelyn  Knapp,  missionaries  to 
Tanzania,  and  to  Samuel  X  Currin, 
U.S.  attorney  for  the  eastern  district 
of  North  COrolina  and  chairman  (rf  the 
SBC  Public  Affairs  Committee. 

The  Knapps  were  cited  for  their  23 
years  of  work  in  agricultural  missions 
and  race  relations,  as  well  as  for  the 
14,409  baptisms  during  the  1986  church 
year  in  the  remote  Kyela  District  of 
Tanzania. 

(Orrin  was  nominated  for  the  award 
by  Gary  Crum  as  an  addition  to  the 
CLC  executive  conunittee’s  nomina¬ 
tion  of  the  Knaiqis.  Crum  cited  Cur- 
rin’s  active  leader^p  in  the  fight 
against  drugs  and  pornography. 

—  Approved  a  statement  commen¬ 
ding  President  Reagan  for  his  role  in 
reducing  the  federal  govemmentls 
role  in  abortions. 

—  Authorized  annual  seminars  in 
Kansas  City,  Ma,  for  1989  on  “life  in 
the  Balance”  and  Birmingham,  Ala., 
in  1990  on  “Cfombatting  Moral  Pro¬ 
blems”  and  annual  conferences  at 
Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  and  Glorieta  (N.M.) 
Baptist  conference  centers  in  1968  on 
Chilian  moral  concerns. 

—  Approved  conferences  or  con¬ 
sultations  in  the  coming  year  on  abor¬ 
tion,  iMonography,  gambling,  race 
relations,  and  m^cal  ethics. 

CoatribotiBg  to  this  articic  were 
Tim  Fields  of  the  CLC  staff,  Daa  Mar- 
tia  and  Marv  Knox  of  the  Baptist 
Press  central  office,  and  Greg  Warner 
of  the  Florida  Baptist  Witness, 
representing  the  Southern  Baptist 
Press  Association.  ^ 


Ephesus,  Forest,  celebrates  100th  with  brush  arbor 

By  Mrs.  Kenneth  Jones 

Today  as  I  walked  among  the  oak  bor.  I’d  never  w(Mshipped  in  one  Former  pastors  who  came  to 
trees  and  sat  under  the  old  bush  arbor  before,  but  I  have  heard  many  sUanes  celebrate  with  us  and  bring  the 
where  just  a  few  days  ago  over  200  about  the  brush  artxx*  churches  from  messages  were  Kenneth  Jones, 
people  of  Ephesus  talked,  laughed,  my  parents  who  met  in  a  brush  arbor  Hubert  Gardner,  Albert  McMullen, 
and  reminisced,  I  truly  feel  a  sweet,  service  54  years  ago.  Marvin  Bibb,  E^dKvard  Pendergrast, 

sweet  spirit  in  this  place.  On  Sunday,  July  19,  Ephesus  and  I.  L.  Hill. 

The  ladies  dressed  in  long  dresses  (Tiurch  started  celebrating  its  centen-  Two  young  men  who  have  given 
and  bonnets,  (Some  even  in  more  nial  year.  After  many  songs  by  the  their  lives  to  the  Lord'k  ministry  from 
dressy  clothes  and  hats  from  grand-  choir  and  individuals  Jones  reminisc-  our  church  are  Kevin  Jones 
ma’s  trunk.)  and  the  men  in  overalls  ed  on  things  of  the  past  both  serious  (minister)  and  Mark  Jones  (music 

and  string  ties.  and  funny,  and  then  brought  an  up-  minister.)  Kevin  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and 

All  day  some  of  the  men  had  lifting  message.  Then  Willie  Lm  Mrs.  Keith  Jones  and  Mark  is  the  son 

labored  over  the  pork,  beef  and  Culpepper  came  forward  and  told  of  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Jones, 

chicken  barbequa  Whole  hams  and  the  “Ar^  Unaware”  and  many  other  A  gospel  group  from  the  church, 
quarters  of  beef  kept  the  air  full  of  memories.  Clindy  Haralson,  Carol  Ann  Jones  and 

delicious  smells  all  day.  We  beard  about  the  time  the  KKK  Johnnie  Cook,  had  the  service  Sunday 

Around  5  o’clock  the  people  started  came  to  Ephesus,  a  shooting,  and  night  after  the  baptismal  service 
coming  with  mcne  and  more  food  to  maqy  other  happenings  all  during  the  Sunday  morning  the  “Ephesians” 
go  with  the  barbecued  meat  The  long  week.  Many  pictures,  slides  and  brou^t  the  message  in  song.  Several 
table  was  spread  under  the  old  oak  videos  were  slx^  after  the  ni^  ser-  years  ago  they  formed  a  gospel  group 
trees.  Prayer  of  thanksgiving  by  vices.  The  (rid  fellowship  hall  was  full  here  as  little  (riiildren.  They  went 
pastor  Kenneth  Jones  and  then  the  of  relics  and  anti<]ues  of  the  past  around  the  country  singing  and  now 
feast.  After  the  choir  finished  they  yean.  after  about  10  or  more  yean  they 

eased  away  to  prepare  for  the  musical  A  display  of  26  (|uilts  made  By  the  came  back  for  the  reunion.  They  are 
‘The  Brush  Art)or  Meeting,”  directed  Ephesus  (juilten  was  shown.  (}arol  Ann  Jones,  Joyce  Everett,  Ann 

by  Don  Gomillkm.  And  a  35-page  booklet  the  centen-  Jones,  Janet  Culpepper,  and  Mark 

Pictured  at  a  brush  arbor  musical  dressed  in  ckXNng  from  long  ago  are  maoibars  They  sang  out  on  “Precious  trial  commitlee  compiled  for  each  per-  Jones.'  Barry  PhUlips  was  also  a 

of  Ephesus  Church.  Forest,  at  its  cenienniai  celebratkxi.  Memories”  here  under  the  brush  ar-  son  was  distributed.  I)  member  of  this  group. 
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Understand  Baptists, 
Bennett  asks -pope 


By  Marv  Knox 


COLUMBIA,  &C.  (BP)  -  The  cause 
of  (Ihnst  woukl  be  improved  if  Roman 
Catholics  would  seek  to  understand 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries,  a 
Southern  Baptist  leader  told  the  pope 
Sept.  11. 

Harold  C.  Bennett,  president  and 
treasurer  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee,  and  Carolyn 
Weatherford,  executive  director  of  the 
convention’s  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union,  were  among  27  non-Catholic 
U.S  religious  leaders  who  met  with 
Pope  John  Paul  II  on  the  campus  of 
the  University  of  South  Carolina. 

Following  the  presentation  of 
papers  by  the  non-^tholics  and  the 
pope,  Bennett  was  one  of  four 
Americans  to  address  the  pontiff 

“One  oi  the  pope’s  major  points  had 
to  do  with  Christian  unity,”  Bennett 
said.  “I  prefaced  what  I  said  by  noting 
the  Roman  (Catholic  Church  is  pro¬ 
moting  a  program  of  outreach,  and  I 
paralleled  that  with  a  report  on 
Southern  Baptists’  Bold  Mission 
Thrust  —  our  effort  to  share  the 
gospel  with  the  whole  world  1^  the 
year  2000. 

“I  told  him:  Southern  Baptists  have 
mission  work  m  111  countries  of  the 
world.  In  some  of  these  countries, 
there  is  a  need  for  better  relations  bet¬ 
ween  Roman  Catholics  and  our  own 
missionaries.  I  feel  this  would  give  a 
mudi  nrare  positive  witness  for  Christ 
if  relationships  could  be  improved.” 

The  pope  did  not  get  to  respond  to 
verbal  comments  presented  to  him, 
Bennett  said. 

Both  Bennett  and  Weatherford  have 
been  criticized  by  some  Southern 
Baptists  who  have  said  they  should 
not  grant  an  audience  with  the 
Catholic  leader.  In  fact,  a  member  of 
the  SBC  Elxecutive  Committee,  during 
last  week’s  Nashville  meeting  of  the 
committee,  asked  to  have  placed  on 
the  February  1988  meeting’s  docket  a 
motion  to  require  Executive  Cfonunit- 
tee  staffers  to  receive  Executive  Com- 
ittee  permission  before  attending 
ecumenical  meetings  in  the  future 


Bennett  told  Baptist  Press  that  flve 
reasons  compelled  him  to  participate: 

—  “A  Southern  Baptist  should  be 
present  for  such  a  meeting  and  to  talk 
about  the  state  of  Christian  churches 
in  the  United  States,  since  the 
Southern  Baptist  (invention  is  the 
largest  non-Catholic  denomination  in 
Afherica. 

—  “Article  14  of  the  Baptist  Faith 
and  Message  is  on  cooperation  bet¬ 
ween  Cihristian  denominations.  I  in¬ 
terpret  the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message 
as  having  a  friendly  spirit  toward 
other  religious  groups. 

—  “I  believe  it  was  important  fw  the 
pope  to  be  told  that  we  have  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  111  countries  and  that  he 
be  told  about  the  need  fw  improved 
relations  between  Roman  Cllatholics 
and  our  missionaries.. 

—  “Prior  to  the  meeting,  I  talked 
with  R.  Keith  Parks  (president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board)  and  asked  if  my  participation 
would  hurt  Southern  Baptist  foreign 
mission  work.  His  response  was  that 
it  would  not.  I  also  asked  if  my  par¬ 
ticipation  could  be  heli^ul  to  our  mis¬ 
sion  efforts.  He  said  that  it  would  — 
that  it’s  always  good  to  build  relation¬ 
ships  and  that  this  could  help  our 
missionaries. 

—  “It  is  important  for  me  to  develop 
a  better  understanding  of  the  Roman 
Clatholic  (Thurch,  which  this  meeting 
afforded.” 

Marv  Knox  is  BP  featore  editor. 


Youth^s  spiritual 
decisions  tabbed 

,  NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  A  total  of 
4,201  pid^  decisions  concerning  per¬ 
sonal  relationships  with  Jesus  Q^t 
were  made  throu^  Southern  Baptist 
Centrifuge  camps  and  church  reoea- 
tion  conferences  during  the  sununer. 

At  Centrifuge  youth  camps,  a  total 
of  4,073.  or  about  16  percent  of  par¬ 
ticipants  made  public  decisions. 


College  student  spends 
final  sununer  in  missions 


Flynt  Jones,  a  student  at  Mississippi 
College,  spent  his  last  summer  with  a 
Mississippi  student  revival  team  traveling 
throughout  the  Northwest  Baptist  Converv 
tion.  Jones,  a  junior  of  the  college,  died 
of  leukemia  September  1& 
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ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Flynt  Jones,  a 
student  at  Bilississippi  College  in  (Hin¬ 
ton,  spent  the  last  three  months  of  his 
life  as  a  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  summer  missionary  for 
the  Northwest  Baptist  (invention. 

Jones,  who  died  Sept.  15  of 
leukemia,  was  the  vocalist  of  a  four- 
member  student  revival  team.  The 
group  traveled  throughout  Idaho, 
Washington,  and  Oregon  leading 
revivals  for  local  churches. 

Jones,  from  Griffin,  Ga.,  originally 
was  scheduled  as  a  member  of  a 
Georgia  team,  but  before  the  summo* 


Mixed  messages”  sent 
by  Baptists  to  Senate 


WASHINCnON  (BP)  -  In  the  after- 
math  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Public 
Affairs  Committee’s  endorsement  of 
Su(H%me  Court  nominee  Robert  H. 
Boiii,  mixed  messages  have  been  sent 
to  the  U.S.Senate  as  to  whether  the 
Southern  Baptist  (invention  has  en¬ 
dorsed  the  nominee 

Immediately  following  the  Aug. 
20-21  PAC  meeting  in  Nashville,  the 
SBC  Executive  Committee  staff  — 
under  instructions  from  the  PAC  — 
sent  a  letter  to  all  UB.  senators  infor¬ 
ming  them  of  the  FACs  adoption  of  a 
resolution  “to  strongly  uige  the  Senate 
Judiciary  Committee  and  the  United 
States  Senate  to  confirm”  Bork’s 
nomination.  Enclosed  with  each  let¬ 
ter  was  a  copy  oi  the  RAC’s  full  resolu¬ 
tion,  in  which  the  conrunittee  iden¬ 
tified  itself  as  having  been  “duly 
elected  and  appointed  to  represent 
Southern  Baptists  on  First  Amend¬ 
ment  concerns,  particularly  church- 
state  issues,  reli^ous  freedom,  issues 
and  those  issues  relating  to  the  'right 
application  of  (Huistianity  to  the  life 
of  the  nation.” 

But  in  a  letter  to  members  of  the 
Senate,  BJdPA  Executive  Director 


Mazda  agrees  to  reduce  sponsorship 
of  TV  shows  with  violence,  profanity 


n  rPELO,  MS  —  (Hiristian  Leaders 
for  Responsible  Television  has  ended 
its  boycott  of  Mazda  Motors  of 
America.  The  action  follows  an  agree¬ 
ment  by  Mazda  to  reduce  the  amount 
of  sex,  violence  and  profanity  the 
company  helps  sponsor  on  network 
television. 

CXeaR-TV  had  begun  a  boycott  of 
Mazda  after  the  automobile  maker 
refused  several  requests  by  the  coali¬ 
tion  to  reduce  their  sponsoi^p  of  sex, 
violence  and  pnrfanity. 

“We  are  pleased  to  announce  that 
Mazda  has  made  a  commitment  to 
improve  their  sponsorship  practices,” 
said  Billy  Melvin,  chairman  of 
CLeaR-TV.  “We  are  happy  that  we 
have  reached  an  agreement  with 
Mazda.” 

(XeaRTV  firat  announced  a  boycott 


of  Mazda  and  Noxell  Corporation  in 
June  The  Noxell  boycott  was  ended 
over  a  month  ago  after  that  company 
also  agreed  to  improve  their 
sponsorship 

Donald  E.  Wildmon,  executive 
director  of  CleaR-TV,  said  the  group 
had  reached  agreement  with  several 
other  companies  privately  and  no 
boycott  was  needed.  He  said  C!LeaR- 
TV  is  continuing  to  work  with  addi¬ 
tional  companies.  “There  is  a 
possibility  that  a  boycott  of  additional 
companies  will  be  necessary  in  the 
futura  GeaR-TV  is  conunitted  to 
upholding  the  quality  of  life  we  have 
epjoyed  in  this  country.  More  and 
more  network  advertisers  are  serious¬ 
ly  considering  the  types  of  programs 
th^  help  sponsor.  We  are  hopeful  that 
within  a  few  months  the  kinds  of  pro¬ 


gramming  offered  by  the  networks 
will  begin  to  change,”  he  stated. 

Wildmon  organized  CXeaR-TV  in 
late  1965.  The  coalition  is  (xunposed  of 
more  than  1600  Christian  leaders,  con- 
situting  the  largest  and  most  diverse 
groups  of  Christian  leaders  even  to  | 
ticipate  in  a  single  social  concern, 
group  includes  the  CEOs  of  70 
denominations,  20  Lutheran  bishops, 
];residents  of  53  Christian  colleges,  17 
Episcopal  bishops,  4  Greek  Orthodox 
bishops,  3  Moravian  bishops,  2 
Catholic  cardinals,  16  Catholic  ar¬ 
chbishops,  94  CatlMlic  bishops,  the 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  24  executive  directors  of  state 
Southern  Baptist  Conventions,  24 
United  Metho^t  bishops,  more  than 
200  Christian  broadcasters  and  the 
beads  of  most  of  the  large  para- 
church  organizations  in  America. 


James  M.  Dunn  wrote:  “Please  don’t 
be  misled.  The  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  has  not  endorseid  Judge 
Robert  Boric. 

“While  some  groups  have 
deliberately  attempted  to  make  the 
7-5  vote  of  the  Souths  Baptist  Public 
Affairs  (Ommittee  appear  to  be  an  of- 
Hcial  actim  of  the  convention  and 
your  office  has  received  notification 
to  this  effect,  you  need  to  be  fully  in¬ 
formed.” 

The  Baptist  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Affairs  is  the  Washington- 
based  agency  that  serves  nine  Baptist 
conventions  and  conferences  in¬ 
cluding  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  and  we  have  taken  no  action 
regarding  Judge  BoriO^  nmnination.” 

Les  COorba  IH,  a  PAC  member 
from  Alexandria,  Va.,  said  be  thinks 
action  by  Adrian  Rogers,  SBC  presi¬ 
dent,  would  clarify  any  confusion 
about  the  PAC  resolution  on  B<k4c’s 
nomination. 

Rogers,  pastor  of  Bellevue  Church, 
Memphis,  told  Baptist  Press  that  as 
a  private  citizen  he  does  support 
Bork’s  confirmation.  “As  an  in¬ 
dividual,  I  have  already  written  both 
oi  my  senators  and  encouraged  them 
to  confirm  Judge  Bork’s  nomination 
to  the  Supreme  Churt.” 

“I  am  deeply  grieved  that  in 
America  since  Roe  v.  Wade  that  lives 
have  been  taken  from  smne  20  million 
pre-bom  babies.”  Rogers  said.  “This 
is  not  a  mere  political  or  academic 
matter  with  me  I  do  not  look  at  it 
dispassionately.  We  are  dealing  with 
life  and  death.” 

Rogers,  who  is  a  PAC  member  but 
was  not  present  at  the  August 
meeting,  continued,  “Yet,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  realize  how  careful  we  as 
Southern  Baptists  must  be  to  main¬ 
tain  our  inte^ty  in  the  public  arena. 
Perhaps  the  (PAC)  res^ution  could 
have  been  framed  in  such  a  way  as  to 
accomplish  its  purpose  without  being 
quite  as  specific  and  could  have 
spoken  more  specifically  to  prin¬ 
ciples,  rather  thim  a  specific  poson. 

“I  do  feel  that  the  weight  of  our 
Southern  Baptist  ixronouncements 
certainly  lines  up  behind  what  I  have 
beard  and  read  about  Mr.  Bork,” 
Rogers  said. 


began,  the  other  members  cancelled. 

Jones  requested  be  still  be  assign¬ 
ed  to  the  Northwest  (fonvention.  “He 
pleaded  with  me  to  arrange  for  him 
to  come  He  felt  like  this  was  where 
God  wanted  him  to  be,”  recalled 
Adrian  Hall,  associate  evangelism 
director  of  the  convention. 

HaU  assigned  Jones  to  another 
three-member  team  from  Mississip¬ 
pi.  “We  had  felt  something  was  miss¬ 
ing  from  our  team,  but  when  Flynt 
joined  us,  be  filled  the  gap,”  said 
Grace  Burton,  a  Mississippi  College 
junior  from  Evansville,  Ind.,  who  was 
a  vocalist  with  Jones. 

Throughout  the  summer,  Jones 
shared  in  about  15  decisions,  made 
mostly  by  young  people  “He  was  very 
b(^  in  his  witness.  I  saw  him  single 
out  young  people  to  talk  with  them 
about  the  Lord.  He  was  one  of  those 
rarities  —  a  19-year-old  who  had  it 
together,”  said  Hall. 

Bill  Berry,  director  of  the  Hiane 
Mission  Bo^  summer  missions  pro¬ 
gram,  said;  “Flynt  spent  his  summer 
sharing  the  gospel  out  of  an  urgency, 
not  from  the  knwledge  be  was  going 
to  die,  but  out  of  a  compassion  and 
caring  rooted  in  God’s  love  In  this  he 
was  a  living  example  of  the  commit¬ 
ment  the  mission  of  (Hirist  demands 
from  all  of  us.” 

Although  Jones  became  ill  a  few 
times  during  the  summer,  leukemia 
was  not  suspected  until  his  second 
week  at  Mississippi  Ckrilege  He  was 
flown  immediate^  to  Elmory  Hospital 
in  Atlanta,  where  doctors  discovered 
the  terminal  illness.  He  died  there 
three  days  later. 
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Texas  laymen  hold  political  meeting 
to  consider  Baptist  work  in  state 


By  Ibby  l>niiii 


SAN  MARCOS,  Ttacas  (BP)  —  More 
than  320  Itecas  Baptists  met  last  month 
in  the  gymnasium  of  Southwest  ItSKas 
State  University,  reportedly  far  a  lunch¬ 
eon  and  evening  oi  inspiration  and 
fellowshipjind  to  (^uss  aHairs  of  the 
Baptist  General  Conventioa  of  Texas. 

The  meeting,  an  informal  gathering 
by  invitation  only,  featured  an  address 
Richard  Jackson,  pastor  of  North 
Phoenix  (Ariz.)  Baptist  Church,  who 
said  he  was  invited  “long-time 
friends,”  John  Baugh  of  Houston  and 
W.  Dewey  Presley  of  Dallas,  to  deliver 
a  devotional,  inspirational  message. 
He  spoke  on  “the  transforming  power 
of  a  singular  commitment”  from 
Philippians  1,  he  said. 

Both  Baugh  and  Presley,  co-hosts 
for  the  meeting,  have  been  active, 
each  for  some  50  years  or  more,  in 
Texas  and  Southern  Baptist  life. 
Baugh,  a  member  of  Second  Church, 
Houston,  is  past  chairman  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Foundation  of  Ibxas.  Presley,  a 
member  of  Park  Cities  Church, 


Dallas,  is  past  chairman  of  the 
Southeni  Baptist  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  and  both  have  held  other 
denominational  posts. 

Bau^  was  contacted  by  the  Baptist 
Standard,  newsjoumal  of  the  Baptist 
General  (Convention  of  Ibxas  and  said 
the  San  Marcos  meeting  was  in  “the 
time-honored  practice  oi  Baptist  poli¬ 
ty,  that  is.  Baptist  people  iitformally 
discussing  our  many  points  of  view 
regarding  the  facets  of  Baptist  w(Hk 
and  our  denomination’s  business.” 

-They  had  sought  no  publicity  for  the 
event  and  planned  it  to  be  a  private 
gathering,  he  said,  but  some  church 
groups  heard  Jackson  was  to  speak 
and  came  to  the  evening  meeting.  A 
total  (rf  320  chairs  were  set  up  for  the 
evening  session,  said  Bau^  and 
more  had  to  be  brought  in  to  accom¬ 
modate  the  crowd. 

Baugh  acknowledged  the  meeting 
would  be  viewed  some  as  having 
political  overtones  but  insisted  he  and 
Presley  and  their  guests  were  just  do¬ 


ing  what  Baptists  have  done 
throughout  their  history  —  discussing 
nuitters  of  concern. 

Ihe  discussions,  he  said,  were  about 
the  Texas  Baptist  convention,  not  Uk 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  Theme 
of  the  meeting,  he  said,  was  “Texas 
'Baptists  have  the  right  to  know  ...  a 
ne^  to  know  the  truth.  The  Baptist 
way  . .  .  speaking  the  truth  ...  in 
love  . . .  Ephesians  4:15.” 

He  said  the  possible  candidacy  of 
Jackson  fm*  tte  presidency  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  which 
meets  in  San  Antonio  next  June,  was 
not  discussed.  Jackson  was 
nominated  for  president  in  St  Louis 
in  June  1967  ai^  received  40  percent 
of  the  vote  in  losing  to  Adrian  Rogers. 

Jackson,  contacted  by  the  Standard 
Sept.  3,  confirmed  that  he  had  been 
asked  to  bring  an  “inspirational,  devo¬ 
tional  message”  at  t^  meeting  and 
that  the  topic  of  discussion  was  Ibxas 
Baptist  affairs,  not  his  candidacy  for 
the  SBC  presidency. 


He  said  he  has  not  been  asked  to  be 
a  nominee  for  the  SBC  presidency  in 
1968  but  added  his  position  remains 
unchanged  on  the  subject,  that  anyone 
is  free  to  nominate  him  who  feels  he 
can  serve  the  convention. 

n 

Jackson  and  Baugh  said  Uipir 
friendship  dates  back  some  10  years 
to  when  Jackson  met  with  Baugh  and 
other  members  of  a  pastor-search 
committee  at  Second  Church, 
Houston.  Jacksm  told  the  committee 
of  his  commitment  to  remain  at  the 
Arizona  church. 

Baugh  and  Presley,  both  of  whom 
have  been  active  in  the  group  “Laity 
For  . . .  The  Baptist  Faith  and 
Message,”  called  the  San  Marcos 
meeting,  Baugh  said,  because  of  their 
concern  that  the  Texas  Baptist  con¬ 
vention  is  about  to  be  confronted  with 
the  distruptive  spirit  and  controver¬ 
sy  that  have  plagued  the  SBC  the  last 
nine  years. 

“There  is  but  one  major  issue  beftne 


CRWBOOK 


Adoration 


To  a  friend 


Let  me  praise  Thee 
For  Thy  all-seetng  eye 
Thy  ^-encompassing  hands 
Thy  magnificent  spirit 
Hiy  greatness 
Thy  glory. 

In  the  day  time 
Ih  direct  me 
In  the  ni^  time 
lb  protect  me 

Let  ma  wtwp  in  peace 
And^^ 
lb  serve  Thee 

—Mary  Lillian  Whitten 
Macon 


I  thought  she  needed  more  courage 
and  less  humility 

But  you  know  what  actually  happened? 
some  (rf  it  rubbed  off  on  me! 

o 

She’d  learned  that  some  seif  underrating 
is  wiser  and  better  by  far 

Than  to  give  someone  the  job  of  deflating 
and  bringing  us  back  down  to  par. 

The  humble  spirit  of  the  meek  ones 
unobtrusively  plodding  along 

May  often  be  mistaken  for  weakness 
by  some  of  the  cynical  throng. 

Fot  all  of  us  are  really  disciplas: 
a  ‘leam«‘’  the  dictionaries  say 

And  the  greatest  of  all  Disdiriiaarians 
walked  humbly  and  taught  the  same  way. 

— Vilerie  Boyd  HoweU  — 
Ripley 


Look  up! 

I  am  always  losing  things,  and  I  iRmt  umil  I’m  dissy 
Chr  keys,  heuas  beys,  even  my  purse;  it  gets  me  bi  a  tizzy. 

And  in  my  kitchta,  heaven  knows,  I  lose  ttaiogs  every  thy. 

But  I  think  Pve  learned  the  secret  to  find  then  rii^  amy. 

Look  up!  Look  up.  Don’t  be  like  I  was,  always  dam 

I  guess  I  thought  that  everything  BMSt  tmd  od  fleer  or  ground. 

Now  I  look  up  hwtead  of  down,  and  nine  thDes  out  «f  tan 
1  find  the  ob^  very  cloae  to  wbert  Uh  ahrays  boea.  . 

It  ocurred  to  me  that  loekfaig  up  is  soiMtbiai  we  ihsMd  do 
Looking  for  our  Lord  to  conM^  each  day  the  erhole  pear  thnwi^ 

He’ll  come  in  all  his  Glory;  hell  destroy  aQ  tidogp  eofrupt 
And  think  how  happy  we  will  be,  if  we  aH  are  loekiHi  up 

— lUdh  Norswortfay  Oager 
State  line 


His  poem 

God  put  a  poem  in  my  head. 

And  said,  “You  write  it  down.” 

I  must  remember  what  he  said 
Now  just  push  words  around. 

He  said,  “When  I  created  you, 

I  put  within  your  frame 

Everything  that  you  vrould  need, 
lb  glorify  my  name 

“You  always  seem  so  busy. 

With  ‘things’  that  must  (kme 

Paul  speaks  of  the  duistian  life. 
As  a  race  that  we  must  run. 


“What  prize  awaits  you  when  you’re  done 
With  that  rat  race  that  you’ve  begun? 

Consider  the  ‘things’  for  which  you  strive 
Then  read  Isaiah  fifty-five” 

— Lavwne  S.  Pidtie 
Koschako 


Prayer  chain 

A  series  of  connected  links 
and  a  Isrvent  prayer  is 
Ufled  tq)  for  one  who  has 
a  need 

Ob  Lord,  I  pray,  please  don’t 
delay,  bear  my  prayer 
and  heed. 

I  lift  tq)  your  child.  Lord, 
when  be  is  trodc^  down 

I  pray  that  lost  will 
soon  be  found  and  lifted 
up  to  meet  you  on  hdy 
ground 

Help  me.  Lord,  that  wbe^ 
go  to  pray  in  secret  ^ 
to  a  room 

That  you.  Lord,  will  ctmie 
as  light  to  destroy 
the  gkxnn. 

—Patricia  Lee 
Greenwood 


2.5  million  conservative,  mainstream 
Texas  Baptists,”  he  said.  “We  must 
preserve  our  Christian  principles  and 
Baptist  ideals. 

Baugh  added  it  is  time  for  Texas 
Baptist  pastors  to  stand  before  God, 
their  congregations,  and  their  fellow 
Tbxans  and  state  openly  whether  they 
want  the  spirit  that  has  dominated  the 
SBC  the  last  few  years  “to  infiltrate 
and  control  the  hearts  and  the  minds 
of  Ibxas  Baptists.” 

Baugh  said  he  has  planned  no  more 
such  meetings  but  said  he  would 
make  every  attempt  he  can  to  get 
“like-mind^  fellow  Baptists  to  ask 
to  give  them  the  guidance  in  the 
election  of  those  who  are  leaders  in 
the  state  of  Tsxas.” 

He  noted  that  Joel  Gregory,  pastor 
of  Travis  Avenue  Church,  Port  Worth, 
has  announced  he  will  permit  his 
nomination  for  president  of  the  B(KT. 

As  to  the  admonition  of  the  SBC 
Peace  (fommittee  that  groups  discon¬ 
tinue  political  meetings,  Baugh 
observed  the  Peace  (fommittee  also 
'noted  that  some  politics  is  “an  intrin¬ 
sic”  part  of  denominational  life,  in¬ 
cluding  voting  and  public  and  private 
discussions. 

“Are  we  to  interpret  the  report  of  the 
Peace  Committee  that  individuals  are 
prohibited  from  talking  about  Texas 
Baptist  individuals  and  Baptist  afiairs 
in  our  state?”  he  asked. 

Ibby  Drain  is  associate  editor  of  the 
Baptist  Standard. 


- ^ 

BAPTISTRIES 

HEATERS.  PUMPS 
BkCTORY  DIRECT 


Advmucmau 

Hearing  Loss 
Is  Not  A  Sign 
Of  Old  Age. 

Chicago,  Illr— A  free  offer  of  special 
interest  to  those  who  hear  but  do 
not  understand  words  has  been 
announced  by  Beltone.  A  non-oper¬ 
ating  model  of  the  smallest  Beltone 
aid  of  its  kind  will  be  given  ab¬ 
solutely  free  to  anyone  who  sends 
for  this  free  model  now. 

Send  for  this  nrodel,  it  will  show 
you  how  tiny  hearing  help  can  be.  It 
is  not  a  real  hearing  and  it’s  yours 
to  keep  free.  The  actual  aid  weighs 
less  than  an  eighth  of  an  ounce,  and 
it  fits  completely  into  the  ear  ciuial. 

These  models  are  free,  so  we  sug¬ 
gest  you  write  for  yours  now.  Again, 
we  repeat,  there  is  no  cost,  and  cer¬ 
tainly  no  obligation.  All  hearing 
problems  are  not  alike  and  some 
cannot  be  helped  by  a  hearing  aid 
but  many  can.  So,  send  for  your  free 
model  now.  Thousands  have  already 
been  mailed,  so  be  sure  to  send  your 
name,  address  and  phone  number 
today  to  Department  14129,  Beltone 
Electronics,  4201  West  Victoria 
Street,  Chicago,  Illinois  60646. 

Offer  not  i^d  in  C^fornia. 


Dmt  POWERLINE: 

All  my  lift  I  Kav*  Mt  tomathint  iraida  of  ma;  a  sort  of  sacurity  in 
mysatf.  I  know  I'm  good.  Good  in  tha  sansa  that  I  lova  paopla.  I 
lova  lifa  and  baauty.  I  think  it's  baautiful  to  baliava  in  somathing. 
It's  good  to  look  up  and  foal  tharo  is  a  raason,  a  purposa. 

But  God?  How  I  wish  I  couM  say  ha  is  raal!  You  might  say  I'm 
afraid  to  gat  too  dapandant  upon  Him.  Evarytimal  pray,  I  ask 
God  if  Ha  is  raalty  tharaf  And  than  I  say  to  Him,  "Daar  Lord,  if 
you  can  haar  ma,  plaasa  try  to  undarstaitd  that  IHo  is  so  scary  to 
ma.  Your  raason  for  putting  us  hara  is  confusing  to  nw.  Right 
whan  I  start  to  commit  mysatf  to  You,  it's  almost  as  if  thara  was 
a  big  Mack  Mock  of  doubt  that  makes  my  haad  faal  dizzy." 


Severns  Valley  Church, 
Elizabethtown,  Ky.,  plan  to  organize 
a  state  fellowship  for  Baptists  in 
sports  in  connection  with  the  national 
effort. 

Rick  Mitchell,  Southern  Baptist 
foreign  missionary  to  the  Philippines, 
said  sports  is  alr^dy  an  important 
aspect  of  evangelism  and  missions 
there. 

“Wte  have  four  or  five  different 
strategies  for  reaching  young  peofde 
and  students,”  said  Mitchell,  director 
of  Baptist  student  ministries  in 
Davao. 

“One  of  them  is  sports.  I  see  the 
fellowship  as  being  able  to  provide 
resource  people  who  can  come  from 
the  States  and  do  things  that  we  as 
missionaries  or  as  nationals  are  not 
at  present  able  to  do.” 

The  success  of  the  sports  fellowship 
in  overseas  missions  depend  upon 
the  evangelism  experiences  that  take 


llieQm^ty 


POWERLINE  Answers: 

About  God,  think  of  a  relationship  writh  him  rathei^  than 
dependence  upon  him.  There's  a  big  difference.  Perhaps  a  good 
analogy  is  that  it  is  unlikely  that  you  would  ever  become  too 
deperKlent  on  a  friend.  The  essence  of  frier>dship  is  sharing.  Each 
enters  in  a  mystical  way  into  the  life  of  the  other.  So  that  your 
relationship  with  a  friend  tends  to  produce  strength,  not 
weakness.  It  appears  to  me  that  there  is  a  parallel  here  in  terms  of 
a  relationship  with  God. 

Let  me  also  suggest  that  you  yourself,  and  other  persons  who  also 
are  self-conscious  beings,  are  a  sufficient  reason  for  why  God  put 
us  here.  God  must  have  reserved  his  supreme  love  for  personality. 

God  is  greatly  involved  with  human  life  —  joys,  fulfillment, 
aspiration,  being!  I  think  everything  in  the  Christian  faith 
conspires  to  help  us  be  better  selves  and  have  a  satisfying  relation 
to  all  other  selves.  That  is  sufficient  reason  for  existence. 


s  Hie  KJV  UttaOliiii 
Reference  Bible 

The  pure  d^mce  (tf  the  King  James  has 

found  its  iwMt  captiwiting  home. 

The  KJV  Ufa^hun  gathers  1200  pages  Sovture 
and  study  hdps  into  only  ^  of  an  indt  Leawiqg  you 
with  the  most  slender  handy  usehil  BMe  you’ll  find 
anywhere.  • 

It’s  siinf^  as  versatile  as  you  are: 


Meadowview  pastor 
dies  in  wreck 


HOLMAN 
ULTRATHIN 
REFERENCE  BIBLE 
King  James  Venioo 
Ma^iificent  Scripture  in  a 
shm,  comfortable  format 
Choose  from  a  variety  oi 
colors,  each  bearing  a 
detafied  concordance, 
presentation  pages,  and 
fofl-color  maps.  And  the 
print  is  larger...the  pages 
crisper  than  you’d 
expect  in  a  B3)le  Oiis  tl» 
and  complete. 

BONDED  LEATHER 
Black 

7406S  (463260) 
Blue 

B7406S  (463261) 
Gray 

GY7408S  (463262) 
Brown 

N7406S  (463263) 
Burgundy 

R7406S  (463264) 
Ihupe 

TP7406S  (463265) 
Each,  $29.95 

PLEASE  flOTE:  Oh  di  CMk  nMI 
onkn  adU  Mr  aki  tM  tf  wpk- 


L.  J.  Brewer,  pasUM*  of  Meadowview 
Baptist  Church,  Starkville,  for  ten 
years,  died  Wednesday  night  Sept.  23, 
in  an  automobile 
accident  on  his 
.  'IHsZnd  birthday. 

^  Brewer  was  a 
native  of  Carroll 
^  T'i^County.  He  was 
%  ^  .  ,|graduated.from 

^  ^  Mississippi  Col- 

m.  lege  and  received 

^|a  master’s  in 


Nurses’  Retreat  will  feature 
missionary  nurses’  speeches 


the  Lord  had  said  through  the 
^3‘‘The  virmn  will  be  with 
will  give  buth  to  a  son,  and 


Find  a  Bible  that  fits  your 
style.  Visit  us  today  or 
order  fifom  your  Baptist 
Book  Store  or  Mai  Order 
Center  where  your  sabs- 


Mail  on  October  1! 


Housitig  reservations  due  for  San  Antoi^ 

®  _ Conmuttee  for  pertinent  informati^^ 


NASHVILLE  (BP) -Peo^jfo  ^ 

niM  to  attend  the  Southern  Baptet  h^ 

annual  meeting  in  San  ^  ^ 

tonio.'Ifexas,  next  summer  must  mate  si.,r 

their  housing  requests  Oct  ^  A* 

nwjnced  Convention  Manager  Tun  A.  who 

Heckpiist.  w  u  •.  r“ 

The  annual  meeting  will  be  held  m  I 

San  Antonio,  June  14-16.  The  SBC  is  I 
holding  4,000  downtown  hotel  rooms  I 
far  SouthOT  Baptist  messengers,  said  I 
Hedquist  vice  president  for  busing  I 
and  finance  of  the  SBC  Executive  I 
(fommittee.  I 

“If  a  person  wants  a  chance  for  a  I 

room,heorshemustinaU^bo«-  I 

ing  request  Oct.  C  l*e  ad^.  ^  I 
doesn't  matter  what  time  of  day  tte  I 

request  is  mailed  ;  aU  requests  win  be  I 

opened  by  the  date  (rf  postmark.  I 

Housing  request  forms  — com^te  | 

with  instructions,  room  rate^  and  a  I 
map  of  downtown  San  Antonio  —  are  I 

available  from  state  Baptist  con^  I 

tion  executive  directors,  he  said.  A  I 

copy  of  the  request  form  and  all  mto-  I 
mation  is  printed  in  the  September  I 

issue  of  The  Baptist  Program,  a  I 
Tpag^nne  published  by  the  Executive  I 

CommitleeL  (It  is  also  printed  on  these  I 

two  pages  of  the  Baptist  Record  )  I 

•Tlje  hoiking  assignment  process  is  I 
conducted  by  the  San  Antonio  Hous-  I 
ing  Bureau  —  people  who  are  not  I 

Southern  Baptist  and  who  do  not  know  I 
who  anyone  (in  the  SBC)  is,”  Hedquist  I 

said.  ,  I 

Hounng  request  forms  postmarked  1 

prior  to  Oct  1  will  be  processed  by  the  1 
boiBii^  bureau  after  those  postmart-  I 
ed  Oct  lor  Oct  2,  he  said.  History  in-  I 

dicates  aU  hotels  listed  on  the  form  I 

will  be  filled  by  individuals  who  mail  I 

forms  those  two  days.  Hedquist  warn-  j 

ed  Oct.  1  postmarks  probaWy  will  ex-  I 

baust  all  4,600  rooms.  .  1 

Individuals  cannot  reserve  blocks  of 
rooms  through  the  housing  bureau,  be 

said.  A  p^rw  or  group  can  send 

multiple  forms  in  the  same  envdope, 

but  when  that  envelope  is  opened,  j 

each  form  win  be  treated  indivkiiBBy. 

Requests  in  the  same  envelope  are 
oot  go^rmteocl  to  be  in  the  SMD®  hotd 

or  even  to  an  be  asBigBed  to  rooms,  te 

added.  Duplicate  farms  wiD  not  be 
ptocessed. 

Once  the  housing  buiesu’!i  rooms 
ire  sMtaoed,  the  unMiisned  rwipots 
will  be  returned  to  the  E»<^ve 

Committee,  he  said.  Executive  Com-  - 
mittBe  staff  members  win  send  the 
questors  information  about  other  San 
Antonio  hotels  and  travel  agents  who 
can  help  the  people  reserve  rooms  m  ^ 

the  city.  v‘ 

Individuals  who  do  not  want  to  be 

pinc«ssed  through  the  hounng  btaesu 

may  write  die  Executive  Committee 

and  receive  the  names  and  telephone 


•  Good  teasper,  like  a  sunny  day, 
sheds  a  ray  of  brightness  over 

everything;  it  is  the  sweetener  of  toll 

and  the  soother  of  disquietude!  — 
Washington  Irving 
Hol  bom!  Some  people  doot  have 


numbers  of  hotels  not  inclu^  in 
housing  bureau  block.  The  Executive 
Committee  address  is  901  Commerce 
St.,  Nashville,  Ibnn.  37203. 

Also,  mobile  handicapped  pe^e 
who  have  written  vwficaUon  of  their 


handicap  may  contact  the  Executive 
Committee  before  Oct.  1  to  get  h^- 
ing  reservations  immediately 
cent  to  the  convention  center,  be  said. 

Individuals  with  special  medial 
neeife  also  may  contart  the  Blxecutive 


Committee  for  pertinent  information. 
San  Antonio  has  about  13,000  hotel 

roomsandoneofthehighestconcOT- 
trations  of  rooms  near  the  convention 

center  of  any  city  where  the  SBC  m- 
paial  meeting  convenes,  Hedquist  said 


Because  of  that  high  concentration  of 

nearby  rooms  and  local  ground 
transportation,  a  special 
SBC  messengers  will  not  be  of  feren 
during  the  annual  meeting  next 
summer. 
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HOTEL  LIST 


Map 

Number 


Hotel/ Motel 


Code 

Letters 


Alamo  TravcLodge  TRA 

The  Crockett  Hotel  CRO  75.W 

Downtown  Rodeway  Inn  R 

Downtowner  Motel  • 

Elmira  Motor  Inn  ElM  • 

The  EmUy  Morgan  Hotel  TCM  • 

Four  Seasons  San  Antonio  KE  W.w 

Granada  Inn  by  the  River  GRI  ^  W 

Hilton  Palacio  del  Rio  Hotel  HPR  • 

Hyatl  Regency  San  Antonio  HYR  K.W 

La  Mansion  del  Rio  Hotel  • 

La  Paloma  Inn 

La  Quinta-Convention  Center  • 

Uen^^'**  “‘In  63.00 

&”S^n.er  HoUl,  CUN  «00 

St.  Anthony  Inter.Continental  SAl  73.W 

San  Antonio  Marriott  »*  “ 

Texian  Inn-Market  Square  TXD  ^  -«.W 

TraveUxlge  on  the  River  TRR 


.  h 


Single 


Rates 


$36.00 

75.00 

42.00 

44.00 

24.00 

65.00 

80.00 

34.00 

90.00 

82.00 

68.00 

47.00 

61.00^ 

61.00 

63.00 

75.00 

75.00 


Double 

$44.00 

85.00 

44.00 

48.60 

26.00 

75.00 

90.00 

44.00 

100.00 

93.00 

75.00 

52.00 

61.00 

61.00 

72.00 

75.00 

85.00 

93.00 

45.00 

68.00 


Si 


TS  P^r^Sre^.  WMt  ^ 

3.  mWMu'^r^  headquartered  at  the  Hilton  Palacio  *1  Rio  Hotel. 


September  weekend 


Weather  is  oeitber  a  fiice  nor  a 
place,  but  it  defnitely  can  influence 
the  expressions  pictured  in  faces  and 


the  impressions  jnesented  by  places. 

‘The  last  time  Campers  on  Mission 
met  at  Askewts  Landing,  a  cold  wave 


Iters  and  two  extra  quitts,  and 
even  considered  taUng  an  dectric  a 
blanket 

For  our  32nd  wedding  annivemry 
on  September  25,  WD.  and  I  decided 
to  join  the  friendly  COM  groiq> 
holding  their  tenth  anniversary  rally. 
We’d  been  wanting  to  try  out  our 
camper  again,  and  this  time  we  were 
determined  that  the  mosquitoes  would 
not  have  the  final  word. 


caught  us  an  by  surprise  and  we  near¬ 
ly  froze  to  death,”  Ridurd  Alford 
warned  me  last  week.  So  I  padKd 


On  Thursday  morning,  while  I  was 
getting  dressed  for  work,  WJ).  called, 
‘%eakfost  is  ready.”  He  had  the  table 


set  and  eggs  and  toast  on  the  tahln 
I  thought ‘lie  muM  have  raad  that  ar¬ 
ticle  by  Paul  Mickey  in 
magazine.  Tut  Your  Mate  on  a 
Pedestal’  ”  The  artkie  said,  ‘liaise 
the  interests  of  your  spouse  above 
your  own ...  It  helps  build  a  mar- 
ria^  that  lasts.”  (Tliath  not  jmt 
waiting  on  yow  mate  hand  and  foot 
but  itls  speaking  words  of  apprecia¬ 
tion  often  and  saying  1  love  you’  often 
and  ith  going  out  of  your  wqr  to  plaoe 
your  matek  concerns  and  feettogs  and 
interests  above  your  own.) 

We  didn't  have  for  to  drive  to  Ed- 


wards  —  only  15  minutes,  and  then 
five  or  six  miles  tluough  iuDy  woods 
and  pastures  to  the  lakeside  campsite 
calM  Askewh  ijimting  g 

Rarely  have  I  seen  weekend 
weather  more  perfect  Pridsy  mgbt 
was  cod  enough  for  us  to  add  two 
quilts  after  midnight,  We  didnt  need 
the  air-conditianen  so  WJX  dklnl  have 
to  work  to  level  the  camper. 

After  a  catered  suppei;  we  sat  in  the 
pavihon  and  listened  to  the  other 
campers  sing,  and  watched  the 
dranutic  groi^  “Sunday  Compaiv,” 
perform.  Their  test  presentation,  I 
thought  was  a  mime  of  The  Buable 
of  the  lUents.”  A  braeae  blew  across 
the  lake  Above  WJ).k  dnulder  I  could 
see  a  thin  silvery  half-cirele  of  new 
moon  and  foding  pink  streaks  of  a 
September  sunset.  Earl  Rochestez; 
president  introduced  some  of  the 
charter  memben,  who  did  some 
reminisring. 

Saturday  was  just  right  not  too  hot 
and  not  too  cold.  Mama  had  given  us 
a  new  toaster  as  an  anniversary  gift 
It  was  real  haqdy  far  breakfost  in  the 
camper^  I  listened  to  John  McBride^ 
seminar  oA  Tfreparing  for  the 
Unplanned”  (while  seeking  to  witness 
during  camping  trips).  Partkipanla 
suggested  ways  of  opemng  conversa¬ 
tions  with  foBts  on  campgrounds  and 
dien  relating  the  conversation  to  a 
natural  sharing  of  the  gospel 
messagBL  Marie  and  Hubert  Hughes 
of  Natchez  suggested  that  most 
everybody  takes  along  a  map^  and 
that  conversations  about  various 
routes  and  directions  often  take  place 
between  can^iers.  How  easy  to  relate 
that  to  “Jesus  said,  T  am  the  way .. .’ 
and  He  is  the  only  route  to  heaven.” 

Scott  Reed  in  another  seminar  was 
tafoing  about  the  usefulneas  of  the 
down  mime  in  resort  ministries. 

We  were  camping  in  the  edge  of  a 
wood  at  the  curve  of  the  narrow  lake 
PM  and  Richard  Alford  from  Ointoo 
and  Howard  and  Mary  Oonoor  from 
McOomb  were  eating  lunch  at  a  table 
next  to  our  place,  so  we  joined  them, 
taking  only  oar  peanut  butter  and 
crachera  and  cheese  and  vanflla 
wafcra  (our  typical  lazy  travel  ntoaL) 
Sunshine  streaming  through  yeBow- 
ing  leaves  made  our  ‘^|jBning  room” 
appear  to  have  cnrtainB-of  gold. 

During  the  afternoon  I  enjoyed  the 
sflenon  And  we  wanted  a  bit  and  wat¬ 
ched  some  local  residents  sitting  on 
the  lake  bank  catching  tiny  fiMt  WD. 
was  templed  to  gs  home  for  hia  pole, 
but  he  never  ihd.  He  hstened  to  a  foot¬ 
ball  game  on  the  radio  and  we  fed 
bread  to  the  big  black  and  white 
ducks.  As  night  time  again  neared, 
white  egrets  began  to  settle  on  the 
dead  tree  trunks  poking  up  from  the 
lake. 

Sunday  morning,  Ralph  Hmson 
preached.  As  I  sat  in  the  pavibon  and 
listened  I  expressed  thanks  to  God 
that  WD.  and  I  could  celebrate  this 
anniversary  together.  Once,  late  last 
year;  when  be  was  sick,  I  feared  we 
might  not  see  another. 


^  SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 
JUNE  14-16.  1986— SAN  ANTONIO,  TEXAS 


FOR  HOUSINQ  BUREAU  USE  ONLY 


OFFtCIAL  HOUSING  REQUEST  FORM 


PLEASE  PRINT  OR  TYPE  ALL  ITEMS  TO  ASSURE  ACCURACY. 

COMPLETE  EACH  PART  BELOW  IN  DETAIL  FOR  CORRECT  ANO  RAPID  PROCESSING. 
SHOULD  MORE  THAN  (1)  ROOM  BE  NEEDED.  PLEASE  USE  A  SECOND  FORM. 
•ALL  CONFIRMATIONS  WILL  BE  SENT  TO  INDIVIDUAL  ItffilCATED  IN  PART  I. 


PART  I 

INSTRUCTIONS: 


Accurately  fill  in  the  requested  information.  The  continrtation  will  be  mailed  to  tiie  person  whose  name  appears  in  Part  I. 
This  person  must  be  one  of  toe  persons  who  will  be  occupymg  the  room. 


H  necessary,  pholo-1 
copies  ol  this  form  may 
be  used  to  make 
additional  reservations. 


IFIRST  NAME! 


(LAST) 


(STREET  ADDRESS  OR  F.O  BOX  NUMBER  I 


lOTY) 


(STATE) _ (2IF  -  USA.) 


(PHONE  NUMBER) 


PART  II 
INSTRUCTIONS: 


SECOND  CHOICE  □  □  □ 

(HOTEL  CODE) 

FIFTH  CHOICE  □  □  □ 

(HOTEL  CODE) 


THIRD  CHOICE  □  □  □ 

(HOTEL  CODE) 

SIXTH  CHOICE  □  □  □ 

(HOTEL  CODE) 


FIRST  CHOICE  U  U  U 

(HOTEL  CODE) 

FOURTH  CHOICE  □  □  □ 

(HOTEL  CODE) 


1.  PHtoTT  OR  TYPE  NAMES  OF  ALL  PERSONS  OCCUPYBIQ  THE  ROOM.  MCLUOtNG  THIS  INO(VK)UAL  LISTED  Bii  PART  L 

2.  SELECT  TYPE  ROOM  DESIREO  WITH  ARRIVAL  ANO  DEPARTURE  DATES, 
a  PRBIT  OR  TYPE  LAST  NAME  FIRST. 


GUEST  NAME/S  (PRINT  LAST  NAME  FIRS 


P  ♦  1  —  Paftof  t  one  bedroom  P  ♦  2  —  Pertor  S  two  bedfoomi 


IMPORTANT;  No  phone  orders  wiN  be  accepted.  NIake  a  photocopy  of  your  order  for  your  tilee.  Housing  Bureau  processes  reservations  in 
order  of  data  mailed.  Confirmations  will  come  directly  from  your  hotel.  DO  NOT  SEND  DEPOSITS  WITH  RESERVATIONS.  Change*  in 
reservations  should  be  made  by  directly  comacting  toe  confinning  hoM. 


NOTE  PLEASE  RECHECK  ALL  ITEMS  FOR  CORRECT  INFORMATON 
DO  NOT  MAN.  FORMS  POSTMARKED  BEFORE  OCTOBER  1.  1BB7> 
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TliT«d«y,  QctoSar  i,  iwi 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

New  Staff  OrientatioD  and  Aaaodatiooal  Staff  Meetk^ 
Baptist  Building;  9:30  a.m.-4  p.m.  (MBCB  A  PD) 


MasterLife,  MasterBuilder  workshops 
will  be  held  at  Gulfshore  Assembly 

Rick  Mitchell  of  Bush,  La.,  and  Val  group  in  the  church,”  states  Mose  D.  ing  level  of  a  local  church  as  well  as 
Prince  from  Fresno^  Calif.,  will  be  CO-  Dangerfield,  director.  Church  Ttrain-  the  Sunday  School  mroUment. 
leaders  for  a  MasterLife  workshop  to  ing  Department,  sponsor  of  the  _  ^ 

be  held  at  Gulfshore  Baptist  workshops.  This  weeklong  vrorkshop  to  be  hrfd 

Assembly,  Oct  26-30.  Pre-registration  MasterLife  is  a  discipieship  train-  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assemmy  be 
for  this  workshop  may  be  made  by  ing  course  invtdving  persons  who  are  ®  P®®****  “ing  * 

mailing  to  Gulfshore  Baptist  serious  about  being  disciples.  The  ^  receive  m , 

Assembly  the  182.50  registration  fee.  26-week  course  is  a  sequential,  p®c«ss**y  «*■  cooducti^  tte 

Simultaneously  a  MasterBuilder  developmentaL  group  discipling  pro-  *“****^  di^pl^  propam  m  the 
workshop  will  be  conducted.  This  will  cess  that  enables  one  to  make  Christ  churm.  It  M  a  demandi^w»  and 
be  led  by  Joe  Chandler  of  Knooreille,  master  and  to  master  life  through  changes  lives  drastically. 

Ihnn.  The  pre-registration  fee  for  the  practicing  basic  disciplines  under  the  Poaons  interested  in  participating 

MasterBuikler  workshop  is  $50.00.  direction  of  mature,  practicing  in  this  workshop  should  correspond 

”It  is  important  that  the  pastor  and  disciplers.  directly  with  Gulfshore  Baptist 

one  other  person,  or  a  person  “Churches  conducting  MasterLife  AssemUy  concerning  registration.  Oi; 
designated  the  pastor  attend  the  groups  baptise  up  to  200  percent  more  they  may  call  the  Qiurch  IVaining 
workshop  in  order  to  have  a  certified  persons  than  churches  that  have  not  Department,  Mose  D.  Dangerfield, 
person  in  the  church  who  may  ordo-  conducted  Masta*Life,”  said  Danger-  directm;  968-3800.  The  phone  number 
the  material  and  lead  a  MasterLife  field.  “MasterLife  also  affects  the  giv-  for  Gulfehme  is  452-7261. 


was  formerly  associate  BSU  director  Yamato-shi,  Kanagawa  242,  Japan), 
at  the  University  of  Mississippi,  He  is  a  native  of  Fbrt  Wor^  Texas, 
Hattiesbu^.  andsheistheformer  Mary  Elizabeth 

Gilbert  oi  Perry  County,  Miss. 

Michael  and  Lyaa  Hotcliiasoa,  mis-  Alma  Barroa,  mother  of  Thomas 
sionaries  to  Ibgo,  are  the  parents  of  Barron,  missionary  to  Indonesia,  died 
Max  Alexander,  born  July  20.  They  Sept.  7.  He  v/m  torn  in  Ftoest,  U., 
may  be  addressed  at  BP  43  Thbligbo,  grew  iq>  in  Ricbton,  Miss.  She  is 

Tbga  He  was  born  in  Mobile;  Ala  ,  and  ^  Hazel  Clark  of  Riston, 

considers  T/*ng  Beach,  Miss.,  his  Appointed  by  the  Foreign  Mission 
hometown.  The  former  Lynn  Wood,  Board  in  1967,  they  may  be  address- 
she  was  born  in  Memphis,  Thnn.,  and  2518  Park  Dr,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

coifeiders  Newhebron,  Miss.,  her  37214. 

hometown.  .j  ^ 

David  and  Mary  Lyaa  Soirtha’land, 

*  Baptist  reiHesentatives  to  Belgium 

Robert  and  Donna  Leonard,  mis-  since  1982,  resigned  frmn  missionary 
sionaries  to  BraziL  reporta  change  of  service  The  Foreign  Mission  Board 
address  (Caixa  I^tal  22,  68100  San-  approved  their  resignation  at  its 
tarem,  PA,  Brazil).  He  was  born  in  Au^t  meeting.  A  native  of  Florida, 
Buffalo,  N.Y.,  and  considers  Pompano  vvas  born  in  OrlaiKlo.  Tlje  former 
Beach,  Fla.,  his  hometown.  The  Mary  Lynn  Perkins  of  Mississippi,  she 
former  Dotuia  Cralle,  she  was  brnm  in  torn  in  OeKalb  and  considers 
Graham,  ^xas,  and  considers  Macon  her  hometown.  They  may  be 
Jackson,  Miss.,  her  hometown.  addressed  at  2700  Evans  Dr,  Dothan, 

Ala.  36303. 

Larry  and  Mary  Hendricks,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Costa  Rica,  are  the  Paul  and  Hannah  Gay,  missionaries 
parents  of  Andrea  Joy,  torn  July  11.  ^  Ethiopia,  have  arrived  on  the  field 

at  Hickory  Church  They  may  be  addressed  at  Apartado  ^  begin  language  study  (address :  P. 
and  vras  enroute  to  231,  Liberia,  Guanacaste,  Costa  Rica.  5539,  Addis  Ababa,  Ethiopia), 

in  executive  direc-  He  was  born  in  Ekhncmd,  Okla.,  and  He  was  torn  in  Cuthbert,  Ga.,  and 
:  the  Home  Mission  considers  Yazoo  City,  Miss.,  his  considers  Jackson,  Miss.,  his 


Allen  and  Leila  Mae  Webb  will  be 
returning  to  Mississippi  around  Oc¬ 
tober  1  fnnn  North  Dakota,  wha?e  he 
has  been  interim  pastor  of  the 
Calvary  Southern  Baptist  Church  at 
Ehnerado.  Their  Mississippi  address 
is  4006  South  ^Kwe  Drive,  Pascagoula, 
Miss. 


R.  Tracy  Hipps  center,  has  been 
called  as  pastor  (rf  Enon  Church  in  Big 
Springs  immunity. 

This  is  his  first  pastorate  He  and 
his  wife  Patricia  reside  in  West  Point 
where  he  was  a  staffer  at  West  End 
Qiurch. 

^  ^  He  was  ordained  to  the  gospel 
ministry  Aug.  30  at  West  End.  Nelson 
Crozier,  right,  of  First  Church, 
Sharon,  and  a  former  pastor  ot  West 
End  Church,  delivered,,^  charge  to 
the  church.  Jim  Cttr,  left,  pastor  at 
West  End,  delivered  the  charge  to  the 
candidate. 


Donald  and  Teresa  Bolls,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  the  Niger  Republic,  have 
completed  furlough  and  returned  to 
the  field  (address:  BP  10088,  Niamey, 
Niger  Republic).  He  is  a  native  ol 
Jackson,  Miss.  She  is  the  former 
Teresa  Downey  of  (kady,  N.M. 


®rerh:flt2eu 

The  Ptomeen  In  C 
Church  Furniture 


u  m  NASHVILLE,  TN- John  R.  Woods,  gospel  ministry.  Sept.  6,  by  Roxie 
of  Kosciusko;  has  earned  the  Pastoral  Church,  Roxie 
Ministries  Diploma  from  the  He  was  presented  a  certificate  of 
Seminary  Extension  Independent  license  from  Joseph  R  Knight,  pastor. 
Study  Institute  Tto  diidoma  was  during  the  morning  services,  Sept.  20. 
presented  September  6,  at  Second 
(Ilhurch,  Kasdusko,  by  the  pastor, 

Danny  Dodds.  Woods  is  a  member  of 
Second  diurch.  He  is  employed  by 
Lawrin  Lamp  Company.  He  com¬ 
pleted  a  series  oi  16  courses  in  earn¬ 
ing  the  Pastoral  Ministries  Diploma. 


William  H.  Ross,  pastor  of  vices.  Lunch  will  be  served  in  the 

Bethlehem  Church,  Hazel  Green,  fello^hip  hall  following  the  morning 

Ala.,  was  honored  by  the  church  at  his  service 

retirement.  He  is  a  afternoon  service  will  b^n  at 

former  pastor  of  1  singing,  followed  by  a  short 

First  Churches  in  church  history,  recognition  of  charter 

Stonewall  and  Lum-  members,  comments  by  former 

RA  ^^^^^^^Bherton,  Miss.,  and  P®®l<>rs,  and  former  music  directors, 

■  l'  (/  ^Bother  churchre  in  and  special  music  Iv  former  music 

^  Alabama.  ^  WMboom  (center)  directors. 

Ross  has  been  on  ordained  to  the  gospel  ministry  by  The  pastor,  Ray  Legge,  will  bring 
^Bk^^K^Hthe  Mississippi  ^  (^urch  (Clay  Association),  closing  comments. 

Baptist  Convention  Wilboum,  who  was  a  member  of  West 
Ross  Board,  a  Clarke  ^  Church,  recently  was  called  as  /fj //  ^  y. 

as  church  pianist  for  39  years.  She  was  College  trustee,  and  has  participated  “»***•••  of  Siloam  Church  (Clay 

presented  an  inscribed  and  initialed  in  numerous  Home  Mission  Board  ^••oristion).  Avery  Jonee  (right)  Is  pastor  C'l' 

silver  tray  and  a  plaque  for  her  many  projects.  of  Siloam.  Jim  Carr  (left)  is  pastor  of  West  “There,”  said  the  newlywed  bus- 

years  of  dedicated  service.  He  and  his  wife  Tbmmie  Jean  are  band  pointing  to  Niagara  Falls,  “I  told 

Former  pastors  and  music  directors  natives  of  Laurel,  Miss.,  and  will  _  you  that  if  you  married  me  I’d  show 

of  the  church  attended  along  with  24  reside  at  814  Mira  Vista,  Huntsville,  you  the  world’s  largest  cataract.” 

^mily  members.  She  was  the  honoree  AL  35802.  He  is  available  for  pulpit  Aa  execative  is  one  who  noakes  an  “Cataract!”  screamed  the  former 
«  a  reception  held  in  the  fellowship  supply,  interim  pastorates,  and  inunediate  dedskm  and  is  sometimes  chorus  girl.  “I  thought  you  said 
hell  of  the  church  Sunday  afternoon,  teaching.  right  —  Elbert  Hubbard  Cadillac.” 
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- Devotional  . . 

May  I  invite  you 
into  my  sunroom 


Youth  Ministries’  Workshop 
to  meet  at  Tiak  O’Khata 


Bridges 


By  Billie  Buckley 

I  wish  you  were  here  with  me  in  my  sunroom.  We  could  look  out  together 
at  the  tH«eze  playing  through  the  pecan  trees;  the  new  calves  standing  quietly 
by  their  mothers ;  the  complete  stillness  of  the  pond.  This  is  one  ai  those  rare 
H|||||||||||H|||||H  peaceful  days  when  even  nature  is  in  harmony  with  herself. 

Maybe  we  COULD  share  something.  Go  get  your  Bible 
and  turn  to  Isaiah  59.  I’m  serious.  Let’s  you  and  I,  who  may 


Large  selection  of  new  and  used  buses  in 
stock. 

Call  today!  ARKANSAS  BUS  EXCHANGE 

Toll  Free  R  O.  Box  9006  —  Pine  Bluff,  AR  71611 
1-800-851-5054  501-536-7795  (in  Ark.) 


FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 


Sunflower  (Sunflower):  Oct  4-9; 
Danny  Lanier,  full-time  evangelist; 
Mark  Manning,  music;  Sunday,  U 
a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m; 
Harold  Lollar,  Jr,  pastor. 


•  Complete  stock  of  chairt.  tablet,  desks  and 
faraishiagt  for  Classroom,  Library,  Saaday 
School,  Aaditoriam,  Cafeteria  and  every 
School  and  Charch  aae.  _ « _ 

.  EVfaiYTmNG  FOR  HTRcISBEIQ' 

THE  SCHOOL 


Looseleqf 

Luxury 

The  distinctive  features  of  the 
Scofield  Bible,  elegantly 
captured  in  their  most 
usable  format  ever. 

THE  SCOFIELD 
REFERENCE  BIBLE 
Looaele^Edllioa  i 

(Oxford)  384  i 

THENEW  m 

SCOFIELD  ^ 
REFERENCE  BIBLE 
Looaclanf  Edkkwi 

(Oxford)  9384 

Each,  $12 


Availabie  at  your  nearest 


Where  Your  Sati^action  Is  Guaranteed 


What’s  the  hurry?  In  the  old  days  if 
anybody  missed  a  stagecoach  he  was 
content  to  wait  a  day  or  two  for  the 
next  one  Now  he  squawks  if  he  mises 
one  section  of  a  revolving  door.  — 
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Thirty-three  ladies  of  Rankin 
Associatioa  met  at  First  Church, 
Richland,  Sept.  8,  for  the  study  of  A 
Century  to  Celebrate:  History  of 
WMU. 

Vesta  Renfroe  of  McLaurin  Heights 
Church  presented  the  history  of 
women  in  missions  dating  ba^  to 
1888.  Those  attending  the  study, 
fellowship  and  luncheon  were  Juanita 
Gallaspy,  Geneva  Peden,  Kathryn 
Madden,  Ruth  Jennings,  Mildred  Her¬ 
rington,  Nina  Raybom  and  Meriam 
Brown  of  Pearson;  Florence  Burton, 
Ruth  Everett  and  Velma  Denley,  Paul 
Truitt;  Agnes  Bates  and  B^ah 
Winstead,  Leesburg;  Ekina  Dyer,  Em¬ 
ma  Cross,  Ellon  Watkins,  Maud 
Blount,  Elstelle  Vanderziel,  Gertrude 
Beasley  and  Elstelle  Barnett,  First, 
Pearl;  Madelyn  Young  and  Hazel 
Phelps,  Mt.  Pisgah;  Lottie  Scoggins, 
Helen  Butler,  Eldna  Pearson,  Virginia 
Patrick,  Thelma  Martin,  Lillie  Mae 
Smith,  Nellie  Mae  Rimes,  Jimmie  Sue 
Simpson,  Exo  Nell  Peagler  and  Clara 
Warren,  First,  Richland. 

Guests  were  welcomed  by  Dale 
Sauls,  minister  of  education,  who  also 
joined  the  ladies  in  the  fellowship  hall 
fw  lunch  along  with  the  minister  of 
youth.  Clay  Moss  and  wife,  Vicky, 
Cathy  Yarbrough  and  Marie  Phillips, 
secretaries,  and  Harold  Weeks, 
custodian. 


Kovtn  Parker,  summer  missiorMuy  to  Virginia,  spoke  to  the  GAs  at  Antioch  Church, 
Jaiper  County,  on  Labor  Day  weekend.  Parker  was  appointed  as  summer  home  mis¬ 
sionary  representing  the  Jones  County  Junior  College  BSU. 

The  GAs  interviewed  Parker  to  help  complete  one  of  their  activities  toward  a  badge. 

Pictured,  front  row,  are  Amartoa  Pippen,  Christy  Phillips,  Melissa  Bishop,  second 
row,  Faye  Pippen,  GA  leader,  Parker,  Leslie  James,  Amy  Deik,  Wendy  Phillips,  and 
Lou  James,  GA  leader. 

Carey  Bass  is  pastor  and  John  Sumner  is  BSU  director  at  Jones  County  Junior 
College. 


Thirteen  Mississippans  from  the  for  under  $45,000. 

Meadville  area  traveled  to  Ohio  this  Pictured  with  the  lYotwood  Church 
summer  to  help  Trotwood  Church  in  pastor  Ibm  Chattin  and  his  wife  are 
suburban  Dayton,  saving  the  church  the  workers.  FYom  left  they  are  Tony 
about  $60,000  oa  a  church  addition,  and  Paulette  Mullins,  Misty  and 
The  project,  which  was  assisted  by  Maranda  and  Gloria  and  Randy 
other  churches,  consisted  of  adding  a  PriesL  Buster  Middleton,  Kurtz  Elzell, 
3,000  square  foot  addition  including  Billy  'Ibrrell,*David  Golman,  Jim  and 
nine  classrooms,  a  fellowship  hall,*a  Tru^  and  Misty  Alford.  Churches 
pasUH-’s  study,  library,  and  kitchen,  represented  included  New  Hope,  Pro- 
Without  labor,  the  project  was  vidence,  and  New  Salem, 
estimated  to  cost  $100,000.  It  was  done 


A  Fail  Festival  will  be  held  at 
Hillcrest  Chorch,  3102  Mootkello  Dr, 
Jackson.  Fri.,  Oct  2,  from  6:00-9:00 
p.m.  They  will  have  entertainment 
such  as  a  hot  dog  supper,  pie  throw, 
dunking  booth,  moon  walk,  bake  sale, 
and  fishing  pond. 

All  of  the  money  received  will  ^  to 
the  Children’s  Library  and  Resource 
Room. 


Balia  Fountain  Chufch,  Ocaan  Springs  recently  held  an  Acteens’  recognition  ser¬ 
vice.  The  theme  was  "Faith,  Hope  and  Charity  the  Greatest  of  These  is  Love.” 

Pictured,  left  to  right  are  queens  Jenny  Hight,  Wendy  Doffing,  Amy  Cameron, 
Theresa  Mathieu,  Misty  Merideth,  and  Tirta  Doffing. 


Frank  Stovall,  bead  of  the  Milton  Ray  Jr.  and  Bill  Ladd  were 
Mississippi  College  music  depart-  recently  ordained  as  deacons  of  West 
ment,  a^  Ralph  Thylor,  pianist  and  End  Church,  West  Point.  Jim  Carr  is 
pnrfessor  of  music,  will  (^)en  the  pastor, 
college  faculty  recital  series  with  a 
program  of  nineteenth-century  ctmi- 
posers  on  Thursday,  Oct.  1,  at  8  p.m. 
in  Aven  Auditorium. 


Pocahontas  Church  has  opened  a 
V t>uilding  fund  to  replace  the  church 
^  ^  plant  that  was  destroyed  by  fire  Sept. 

*  ^  10.  The  United  Mississippi  Bank,  Box 

*■'  ■  5,  Clinton,  MS  39056,  has  been 

f  ■  d^ignated  at  the  rrfficial  deposittH^. 

This  is  the  Executive  Council  at  East  Central  Junior  College.  From  left,  front  - 

row;  Tina  Stokes,  outreach  chairman.  Pine  Grove,  Neshoba;  Cynthia  Ganann,  Although  men  are  accused  of  not 
publicity  chairman.  Center  Hik,  Leake;  Brenda  Trosper,  social  chairman,  Murphy  Creek,  knowing  their  own  weakness,  yet 
Winston;  Melanie  Huffman,  worship  chairman,  Grace  Baptist  Church,  Neshoba:  perhaps  few  know  their  own  strength. 

SecoTKl  row;  Jeff  Wall,  commuter  chairman,  Clarke  Venable,  Newton;  Marsha  It  is  in  men  as  in  soils,  where 
StovaN,  president.  Coldwater,  Neshoba:  Sheila  Goodwin,  music  chairman.  Rocky  Point,  sometimes  there  is  a  vein  of  gold 
Leake;  Amy  Parker,  missions  chairman.  Grace,  Neshoba:  Don  Gann,  director  which  the  owner  knows  not  of  —  Swift 


K-SUN  TAPE  FOR  YOUR  KROY, 
Models  61, 86. 80K,  80K  E^tor  and 
190*  —  $71.02  per  5  cartridge  car¬ 
ton  which  includes  sales  tax/ship¬ 
ping  charges.  'Registered  trade¬ 
marks  of  Kroy.  James  Shamblin, 
BETTER  LINES.  Box  13068,  4975 
McWillie  Drive,  Jackson,  MS  39236 
(601)  982-4949. 


Mother  Teresa 
visits  Russia, 
wants  work  there 


"WHAT  PARENTS  NEED  TO 
KNOW  About  Drugs”  —  31  page 
booklet  with  simple  answers  to 
questions  asked  by  parents.  Writ¬ 
ten  by  Southern  Baptist  preacher 
with  13  years  experience  in  drug 
abuse  treatment.  Send  $2.50  for 
postage-paid  copy.  Ray  Crowder, 
P.  O.  Box  2068,  Gadsden,  Ala.  35903. 


MOSCX)W,  U.S.S.R  (EP)  -  Mother 
Ibresa,  79,  the  1979  Nobel  Peace  Prize 
laureate  and  Roman  Catholic  nun 
known  for  her  relief  work  in  Llalcut- 
ta,  India,  arrived  here  Aug.  20,  for  a 
six-day  visit,  saying  she  hoped  the 
Soviet  government  would  let  her  set 
up  a  mission  near  Chernobyl  because 
these  were  some  peo- 

1  pie  like  that  who  could  use  our  tender 

|..^E  «  love  and  care." 

*  w  Soviet  law  bars  religious  organiza- 
charity  work  on  the  ground 
B  M  B*  that  it  can  become  a  means  of 

0mm  0  #"#  proaelytism. 

^  ^  ^  w  abl  Mother  Ibresa’s  religious  (mler 

*  *  operates  more  than  3S0  centers  for  the 

lafl,  back  row,  are  D.  J.  Cobb,  Kavin  Marritt,  David  Lavoma,  poor  and  sick,  including  homes  for 
Amanda  Robartson,  John  Haam,  JannHar  Lavoma,  Ibnya  AIDS  victims  in  New  York  and 
Windham,  Cindy  Dawson,  Mandy  Haigiovs,  and  ChrMy  Hala;  Washington,  and  projects  in  Com- 
from  roM(  Amy  Smith,  Man  FMzgsrald,  Jamie  FMzgareld,  Qingar  munist  countries  such  as  Cuba, 
Simmons,  Carol  Psters,  Nicole  Baldwin.  Nickis  Hale,  Richard  Poland,  and  Yligoslavia,  where  she 
Dawson,  Wayne  Kiddy,  WNNam  Hala,  and  Crystal  Kiddy.  was  bora  of  Albanian  parents. 


CON-nNUING  EDUCA’nON  for 
pastors  and  staff  through  in¬ 
dividual  study  offered  by  Southern 
Baptist  Center  for  Biblical  Studies, 
5238  San  Juan  Avenue,  Jackson¬ 
ville.  FL  32210. 1-904-384-8440.  Call 
or  write  for  information. 


A  Backyard  Bible  School  was  held  recently  In  the  yard  of 
Harmon  and  Sis  Jordan,  sponsored  by  Old  Oak  Grova  Church, 
Myrtla.  Forty-six  pupils  registered,  and  average  attendance  was 
^  Workirtg  In  the  school  wore  the  pastor,  Ibmmy  Peters,  VMa 
Huddleston,  Debra  Kiddy,  Sandra  Garrett,  St^  Brownies. 
John  Hsam,  arto  Mark  and  Jason  Jordan.  Pupils  pictured,  kom 


FOR  SALE:  USED  MINOLTA  EP 
310  copier.  3  supply  trays,  overhaul¬ 
ed  recently,  $500.00.  Crowder  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Box  156,  Crowder,  MS 
38622;  (601)  326-8339. 


Thursday,  October  1,  1M7 
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Bethel  Church,  Liocolii  Association, 
will  honor  its  senior  citizens  with  Old 
Fashion  Day,  Oct.  25.  W.  C.  Sandiford, 
former  pastor,  will  speak  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  service.  A  noon  meal  will  be  serv¬ 
ed  for  all  those  over  €0  by  the  younger 
members.  Gospel  singing  will  be 
presented  in  the  afternoon. 


New  Hope,  Carthage:  Oct.  11;  Sun¬ 
day  School,  10  a.m.  followed  1^  wor¬ 
ship  service  at  11;  Smith  Sanders, 
Harperville,  former  pastor,  will  bring 
the  message;  covered  dish  lunch  serv¬ 
ed  in  fellowship  hall  at  noon;  The 
“Glory  Road  Singers”  will  present  an 
afternoon  program  that  begins  at 
1:30;  Jimmy  Young,  pastor. 

Stonewall  (Simpson) :  Oct.  4;  dinner 
on  church  grounds,  singing,  and 
fellowship  afterwards;  Bob  Jones, 
pastor. 

Siloam  (Clay):  Oct.  11;  Sunday 
School,  9:45  a.m.;  worship  at  11  a.m.; 
J.  B.  Miller,  former  pastm;  guest 
speaker;  hmch  at  noon  and  singing  by 
local  talent  in  the  afternoon;  Av&ry 
Jones,  pastm*. 

Glading  (Amite):  Oct  11;  Sunday 
Scbod  at  10  a.m.,  worship  at  11;  din¬ 
ner  on  the  grounds;  afternoon  singing 
by  “The  Fbundations,”  a  Pike  (bounty 
group  consisting  of  Sam  Oglesby,  Clif¬ 
ton  Williams,  Jarvis  Branch,  and 
Dwight  Rimes;  (Charles  Kirkfield, 
pastor. 

Roger  Dorsett,  director  of  missians,  DMoue  Williams  has  joined  the  staff 
Jackson  Aaaociatian,  wiU  be  resigning  of  First  Church,  Greenville,  as  min-  Moselle  Memorial:  Oct.  4;  Sunday 
effective  October  5.  He  will  become  ister  of  education  as  of  Sept.  13.  He  School  at  9:45  a.m.;  worship  at  11 
pastor  of  Chlvary  Baptist  Church  in  and  his  wife,  Susan,  a.m.;  speaker  will  be  Charles  Picker- 

Emerado,  North  Dakota.  and  their  two  chil-  ing,  former  president  of  the  Mississip- 

dren,  Natalie  and  pi  ^ptist  Convention;  lunch  served; 
^  Tbny,  went  to  afternoon  services  to  include  special 

Greenville  from  dedication  of  the  New  Fellowship 
Union  Church  in  HaU/E^ducation  Building;  Garland 
Picayune  where  he  E^ves,  pastor.  ^ 

served  in  a  similar 
position  for  the  last 
l-A  mKK  nine  years. 

Williams 


At  the  morning  service  of  First  Church.  Amory,  Aug.  16,  Pastor  Jerry  Massey 
recognized  the  Triple  L  Club  (Live  Longer  and  Like  It)  as  having  attained  the  Starv 
dard  of  Excellertce.  Mrs.  Mary  H.  Morgan,  president,  accepted  the  certificate  tor 
outstarxlirtg  work  and  service.  Officers  shown  displaying  of  certificate  are  Mary 
Morgan,  presiderrt;  Fay  Hathcote,  secretary,  and  Alta  C^aybome,  vice  president. 


Pictured  from  left  at  Harmony's  75  anniversary  are  Erxxh  Purvis,  Marvin  Cox,  and 
Robert  Daniel.  _ 


Harmony  unveils  photos 
at  75th  year  celebration 


Harmony  Church,  New  Albany,  Photos  of  all  former  pastors,  in- 
celebrated  its  75th  anniversary  in  eluding  organizing  pastOT,  John  H. 
June  with  old  fashioned  day  and  din-  Heath,  and  all  former  deacons,  were 
tier  with  300  present.  unveiled.  The  oldest  living  memba*  is 

Guest  speakers  were  Enoch  Purvis,  Mrs.  Chra  Thomas,  94. 
former  pastor,  1966-79,  kfarvin  C^ooc,  The  service  was  videotaped  for 
Union  (hunty  director  of  missions,  posterity, 
and  Robert  ll  Daniel,  pastor. 


FOR  SALE 

AT  A  SACRinCE  PRICE 
CMC  4107  COACH 

new  interior  throughout  •  built-in  electric  coffee  bar 
new  two  way  refrigeFator  •  excellent  corKNtlon 
•  well  nuiintained  and  must  be  seen  to  appreciate 
Call  Lewis  E.  Clarke  (318)  878-5905  or 
Dwight  at  (318)  870-5100.  Delhi,  Louisiana 


Arkabutla  Church,  Northwest,  has 
a  new  minister  of  youth  and  music, 
Rkk  Wilbom.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
Mid-America  Seminary,  Memphis. 
Charles  (hvanaugh  is  pastor. 


McAdams  (Attala):  OcL  U;  Sunday 
School  at  10;  worship  at  11  with 
Douglass  Hogg,  pastor,  speaking; 
lunch  in  the  Family  Life  Building;  a 
special  music  program  featuring 
“The  Singing  Messengers”  of  New 
Hope  Church  at  1:30.  Special  music  at 
the  evening  worship  hour. 

Arkabata:  Oct.  11,  at  11  a.m.; 
speaker,  Bobby  Walton,  Benoit, 
former  pastor  of  Arkabutla;  Charles 
Cavanaugh,  pastor;*  songfest  in 
afternoon. 


M.  B.  “Baddy”  Paryear,  former 
pastor  of  Walnut  Grove  Church, 

Walnut  Grove,  has  been  called  as  pas- 
tor  of  First  Chinch, 

Blountsville,  Ala. 

He  is  a  graduate  _ _ _  _ 

of  CJlarke  Chllege,  duties  on  Aug.  28.  Jim  Carr  is  pastor. 
Mississippi  Col- 

lege,  and  New  Immanuel  diiirch.  Greenwood,  has 
Orleans  Seminary,  called  Alan  Berry  as  minister  of 
Puryear  and  his  music  and  youth.  Berry  is  a  graduate 
wife,  Aleathea,  of  Northwest 

^  have  one  son,  Mississii^i  Junior 

**«rye*r  Jeremy.  His  new  '  College,  and  Delta 

address  is  P.  O.  Box  280,  Blountsville,  State  University. 

AL  35031.  He  as 

minister  of  music 

xx.  1.  4  j  41.  and  activities  at 

r.  I  GnsenrieMChun* 

pastorale  o(  VUIey  Grow  Church  m  r.ra.i,vlll. 

Pontotoc  Association  on  Aug.  30.  , 

r^frirA  a/\in<y  (n  Tm. 
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To  be  the  best  we  can  be,  we  must  oBey  God” 


By  Julian  W.  Fagan  HI 
Genesis  11:27-3:9 

...We  live  in  a  world  that  emphasizes  the  im¬ 
portance  ot  pleasure  and  accomplishment. 
Fulfillment  is  portrayed  as  being  found  in 
realization  of  pleasing 
i  things  and  in  achiewment  of 
personal  goals.  Personal 
pleasure  and  personal  gain 
are  fast  becoming  the  ethic 
of  America.  In  such  a  world, 
how  does  the  Christian  res¬ 
pond?  What  basis  do  -we 
have  to  counter  an  argument 
that  has  such  a  wide  follow¬ 
ing  and  that  is  espoused  by 
The  Word  of  God  teaches 
another  way  to  fulfillment  and  happiness  and 
to  doing  the  most  good  for  other  people  The 
story  of  Abram’s  call  jH^vides  the  way  to  true 
happiness  and  to  greatness. 

Abram  was  not  a  country  bumpkin.  He  was 
reared  in  Ur,  a  civilized  and  highly  developed 
city,  likely  on  the  southern  part  of  the 
Euphrates  River.  His  father  mov^  the  family 
north  on  the  river  to  the  city  called  Haran  and 
lived  there  until  he  died.  God  spoke  to  Abram 
and  called  him  to  follow.  God’s  call  was  to  leave 
and  to  ga  Abram’^  father  was  an  idolater  (Josh. 
24:2)  and  had  been  comfortable  living  in  the 
above  two  cities  where  the  moon-god  was  wor- 


UNIFORM 


Fagan 
so  many  people? 


shipped.  Haran  was  a  flourishing  caravan  ci¬ 
ty.  God  had  spoken  to  Abram  before  he  moved 
to  Haran  (Acts  7:2),  but  it  is  after  his  father’s 
death  that  we  see  Abram  respond. 

(jod’s  request  was  that  Abram  leave  and  go 
to  a  place  that  would  later  be  shown  to  him.  He 
was  asked  to  leave  that  settled  world  developed 
by  the  nations  oi  the  post-Babel  era  and  go  to 
a  better  place  that  God  would  provide  With  the 
request,  (kxl  made  a  promise  of  blessing.  So, 
Abram  has  a  call,  a  promise,  and  a  choice  to 
make  His  choice  is  obedience  or  disobedience 
If  he  obeys,  he  must  leave  all  that  he  has  known, 
which  includes  his  country,  his  people  and  his 
father’s  household  —  not  to  mention  that  he  is 
75  years  old.  Think  about  that  for  a  minute  Stop 
reading  and  think!  He  had  to  leave  everything 
he  knew  and  start  over  as  an  old  man.  He  did 
not  know  where  he  was  going  or  what  it  would 
be  like.  It  was  crunch  time  When  one  is  at  this 
point  in  life  look  at  the  number  of  factors  that 
are  invcrfved!  But,  in  essence  there  was  only  one 
—  was  this  what  God  wanted  him  to  do? 

We  can  stir  and  stew  over  a  multitude  of 
issues,  but  if  one  of  the  issues  is  the  request  of 
God,  that  call  is  the  only  issue.  The  answer  to 
it  solves  all  the  rest.  One  characteristic 
Abram’s  life  from  this  point  forward  is  his 


prompt  obedience  to  <^.  Perhaps  his  life  for 
75  years  among  idolaters  had  taught  him  that 
the  accomplishment  of  personal  goals  and  the 
search  for  pleasure  were  not  the  answers  to 
fulfillment.  He  chose  to  follow  God. 

Tbday  Abraham  has  a  great  name,  and  all  the 
blessings  promised  by  Cxod  have  been  poured 
out  on  this  faithful  follower.  If  we  make  a  list 
of  the  great  people  in  history,  Abraham  ranks 
high  on  the  list.  If  we  talk  about  faith,  he  has 
no  superior.  What  is  it  that  places  this  man 
among  the  greats  in  the  history  of  the  world? 
Not  personal  accomplishments  or  pleasures  ex¬ 
perienced,  but  a  simple  obedience  —  obedience 
to  God. 

What  is  the  energy  that  drives  you  today?  Is 
it  the  anticipation  that  comes  on  Friday  after¬ 
noon,  pay  day,  vacation,  the  new  car  you  just 
financed,  the  new  house,  the  note  at  the  bank, 
(Hr  does  your  arthritis  simply  prevent  you  from 
staying  in  the  bed  any  longer?  Wouldn’t  it  be 
wonderful  to  have  an  energy  that  propels  us  to 
do  something  that  will  last  beyond  these  few 
years  that  we  liye  here,  that  would  outlast  the 
average  automc^ile?  Gosh,  we  are  still  talking 
alxMii  what  Abraham  did  several  thousand 
years  ago!  Thlk  about  achieving  and  being  the 
best. 


invention.  It  is  because  of  his  obedience.  He  left 
it  all  to  go  to  an  unknown  place  to  accomplish 
an  unknown  task  just  because  God  asked  him 
to  do  it.  And  he  was  75  years  old.  Ihlk  about 
motivation  for  living.  People  become  great 
when  they  serve  God.  That  also  is  when  they 
are  able  to  be  the  most  help  to  other  people. 

If  you  are  looking  for  energy  to  motivate  your 
life,  find  God’s  call  for  you.  If  you  want  to  be 
a  blessing  to  the  people  around  you  and  even 
to  people  whom  you  have  never  seen,  find  God’s 
call  for  your  life  If  you  wapt  to  find  fulfillment 
in  life,  look  for  what  (]k)d  has  in  store  and  stop 
storing  up  all  that  stuff  for  ycmrself.  Life  is 
always  in  the  giving  up  and  going  after  God.  Do 
not  say  y(Hi  are  too  old.  Abraham  was  75  when 
he  started;  l^leb  was  85. 

Abram  was  not  unique  in  receiving  the  call 
of  God.  EVERY  CHRISTIAN  HAS  BEEN 
CALLED  BY  GOD  TO  SALVATION  AND  TO 
MINISTRY.  He  has  a  ministry  for  each  of  us. 
The  question  is  will  we  obey  as  he  calls  us?  In 
order  to  be  the  best  we  can  be,  we  must  obey 
and  follow  him.  That  is  the  best  for  us  and 
for  other  people.  That  is  also  the  way  to  find 
purpose  in  life  It  is  also  a  lot  less  crowded  than 
the  freeway. 

Julian  Fagan  is  pastor.  First,  Pontotoc. 


The  reason  we  talk  about  this  man  is  not  (*Abraham’s  name  is  Abram  until  it  is  chang- 
because  of  his  wealth  or  his  corporation  or  his  ed  in  Genesis  17:5.) 


God  creates  the  world,  rests  on  seventh  day 


By  Rex  Yancey 
Genesis  1:1-3.  7-U.  25-27  ;  2:2-3 

The  Hebrew  title  to  the  first  book  in  the  Old 
Ibstament  w<xild  simply  be  “In  the  beginning.” 
The  title  “Genesis”  came  from  the  Septuagmt, 
the  Greek  translation  of  the 
Old  Testament. 

The  b<xik  of  Genesis  is 
power  packed,  yet  enxuner- 
ated  in  all  simplicity. 
Genesis  provides  for  us  a 
theological  summary  of  the 
A''-  beginning.  The  Bible  is  not 

a  science  book,  although  it 
^  IB  does  (XHitain  matters  per- 
Yancey  taining  to  science  Some  Bi¬ 
ble  knowledge  is  not  exhaustive  We  must  stay 
on  the  emphasis  of  God. 

Verse  1  assumes  the  existence  of  God.  The 
writer  does  not  try  to  prove  the  existence  of 
Ctod.  lb  him,  God  is  a  matter  of  fact.  God  is  ab¬ 
solute  in  the  beginning.  He  is  not  only  before 
all,  he  IS  above  all. 

Verse  1  denies  atheism  (no  God),  pcdytheism 
(many  gods),  fatalism  (doctrine  (if  chance), 
pantheism  (God  is  everything  and  everything 
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is  God),  and  materialism  (the  etemality  of 
matter). 

G(xl  is  seen  as  active  He  is  moving,  (seating, 
forming  and  speaking.  God  is  sovereign  over  his 
creation.  His  sovereignty  reaches  from  heaven 
to  earth.  He  is  sovereign  over  man.  He  gave 
dominion  to  man. 

created  this  world  from  no  preexisting 
matoial.  A  man  forms  and  makes,  but  (Mily 
God  (sm  create 

There  are  various  the(Mies  as  to  the  (seation 
(tf  the  world.  Conscientious  Christians  hold  dif¬ 
ferent  theories  of  creation.  However,  when  one 
goes  back  as  far  as  be  can  in  the  creation  of  the 
world  and  man,  G<xl  did  it.  This  is  a  truth  with 
whi(d)  we  (»n  build  our  lives.  Let  us  study  the 
theories  and  even  hold  to  certain  ones.  But  let 
us  build  (Mir  lives  on  principles  that  are 
immutable. 

In  verse  3,  we  have  creation  by  Fiat,  a  Latin 
word  which  means  “let  be”  (Od  spoke  and  it 
happened.  There  was  something  in  creation 
with  the  potential  of  bringing  forth  light.  Oea- 
tion  began  to  move  and  work  to  bring  life  (xod 


created  the  form  and  then  filled  it  up. 

In  verse  4,  God  gives  his  approval  to  what  be 
has  done  “It  is  goo(L”  ITien  he  cried  to  the  lighL 
“Light,  your  name  is  day.”  And  be  cried  to  the 
darkness,  “Darkness,  your  name  is  night.”  The 
first  three  days  are  preparation,  and  the  last 
three  are  a(xomplishment. 

Is  the  “day”  a  24-h(Hir  day?  This  word  is  not 
always  used  to  describe  a  24-hour  period  (rf  time 
in  the  Bible  Sometimes  it  is  used  for  a  long 
period  of  time  Job  14:6  is  a  reference  to  a 
lifetime.  John  9:4,  2  Corinthians  6:2,  and 
Romans  13:12  are  not  24-h(MU‘  days.  Peter  said 
in  2  Peter  3:8,  “But  do  not  let  this  one  fact 
es(;ape  your  notice,  beloved,  that  with  the  Lord 
one  (lay  is  as  a  tlMusand  years,  and  a  thousand 
years  as  one  day”  (NAS).  How  old  is  the  earth? 
No  one  knows.  However  old  it  is,  created 
it.  He  also  (rested  man  in  his  own  image 

(xod  said,  “Let  us  nuike  man  in  (Mir  image” 
Dr.  Watts  said,  “God  was  calling  on  every  mode 
by  which  he  manifested  himself  to  come  into 
play  at  the  point  of  the  highest  of  (reation, 
namely  man.  If  (xie  sees  the  IVinity  here,  be  is 
seeing  too  much.  If  one  does  not  see  the  inci¬ 
pient  possibility  of  the  (itod-head  in  three  per¬ 


sons  or  manifestations,  he  is  seeing  too  little 
The  exalted  nature  of  man  and  his  place  and 
scheme  in  creation  call  for  the  cooperation  of 
the  whole  company  of  heaven.” 

In  verses  25-27,  (i(xl  created  the  beasts  of  the 
earth,  the  cattle,  and  the  creeping  things  of  the 
earth.  There  is  not  a  (Tossing  over  of  the  species 
but  a  development  of  the  species.  Man  is  plac¬ 
ed  at  the  climax  of  the  creation  story.  Mankind 
is  the  apex  or  the  crown  of  God’s  creation.  Man 
was  to  be  fruitful  and  multiply,  fill  up  the  earth, 
subdue  the  creation,  and  have  dominion  over 
it.  (R)d  (reated  male  and  female. 

There  are  four  differences  between  man  and 
the  animals.  One,  man  is  created  in  G(xi’s  im¬ 
age.  Two,  (tod  breathed  into  man’s  nostrils  the 
breath  of  lives.  Three,  man  is  reck(M)ed  as 
superior  to  all  animals.  Four,  man  has  the 
power  to  reason. 

In  chapter  2:2-3,  all  the  development  involv¬ 
ing  the  direct  w(h^  of  God  has  come  to  an  end, 
but  the  potential  of  this  creation  is  still  going 
on.  (tod  does  not  rest  because  he  is  tired.  He 
rests  to  commemorate  the  (ximpletion  of  his 
work. 

Rex  Yancey  is  pastor.  First,  Quitman. 


Believing  on  Jesus:  salvation  conies  through  faith 

By  A1  Flncli 


Galatians  1:4-7.  2:15-21 
One  subject  ihe  early  (Christian  had  to  face 
was  making  Christ  the  only  means  of  salvation, 
lb  alter  the  simple  truth  that  Jesus  dirist  on¬ 
ly  (plus  nothing;  less 
nothing)  was  the  way  to 
God,  would  pervert  the 
gospel.  Salvation  comes 
through  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ. 

Paul  clearly  states  that 
redemption  comes  from 
Jesus  Clirist  “who  gave 
himself  fir  our  sins”  (Gala¬ 
tians  1:4).  He  died  on  the 
Roman  cross  voluntarily,  and  of  the  Father’s 
will.  Gearly  no  one  took  his  life  ...  He  laid  it 
down.  Yet  in  the  cross  event  (tod’s  will  and  pur¬ 
pose  were  coming  to  fruition.  Further,  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  death  of  Christ  was  to  deliver  us 
from  the  “present  evil  world.”  This  truth  made 
evident  6  the  (»use  for  praise  and  (certainty 
((Galatians  1:5). 

i  An  understanding  of  the  message  that  fMlows 
wiU  be  made  clearer  if  we  understand  Acts 


LIFE  AND  WORK 

15:1-31.  The  Jerusalem  church  considered  the 
possibility  that  faith,  in  (Christ  alone  was  suffi- 
(nent  for  Ovation.  'The  evidence  was  clear  and 
the  decision  definite,  that,  one  came  to  (Christ 
by  faith  (a  condition  of  the  inner  man)  rather 
than  by  circumcision  (a  condition  of  the  outer 
man).  Some  Jews  sought  (drcumcision  before 
faith  and  adcled  personal  works  to  the  w(Nic  of 
Christ  f(Mr  us. 

Now,  apwstasy  comes  because  people  are 
following  these  “Judaizers.”  Ihey  were  “remov-. 
ed”  from  grace  to  another  gospel  This  “another 
gospel”  is  not  a  second  gospel  resembling  the 
first.  It  is  no  alternate  choice  placed  alongside 
the  real.  It  is  “not  another”  gospel.  Clearly  our 
redemption  is  in  (hrist  only.  These  verses 
refute  the  statement,  “We’re  all  going  to  the 
same  place;  it  doesn’t  matter  bow  we  get 
there.” 

This  contrast  of  “inner  faith”  and  “outer 
works”  is  discussed  at  length  in  Galatians 
2:15-21.  Salvation  is  not  by  works  but  by  faith 
(Galatians  2:16).  “We  have  believed  in  Jesus 


(hrisL  that  we  might  be  justified  by  the  works 
of  (hrist.” 

A  statonent  of  salvati(m  as  well  as  a  pers(X)al 
testimony  is  given  in  Galatians  2:20.  A  (hris- 
tian  is  not  someone  who  is  trying  to  obey  an  (Mit- 
ward  law.  He  is  the  one  who  has  the  living 
(hrist  living  within  him.  By  faith  I  am  united 
to  Christ  forever.  When  he  died  I  died;  when 
he  arose,  I  arose  with  him.  He  lives  CNit  his  life 
thitMigh  me  as  I  walk  by  faith.  Four  mem(Mry 
words  of  Galatians  2:20: 

The  Christian  life  —  its  Cost:  “I  am  crucified 
with  Christ.”  The  (hristian  life  is  not 
“cheap”  . . .  l(X)k  at  the  cost  to  (hrist.  He  was 
crucified.  Nor  is  it  easy  . . .  look  at  the  cost  to 
the  believer  ...  he  dies  in  (hrist  Read  Romans 
6:8,  Chlossians  2:20, 3:3,  II  Timothy  2:11.  We  are 
to  take  up  our  cross  (Matthew  16:24).  A  cross 
is  not  a  burden,  a  broken-hearted  frustration, 
a  disappointment,  an  agony,  or  a  trial.  The 
cross  is  an  instrument  of  execution,  a  thing  to 
die  on.  Jesus  died  doing  for  us  what  we  c(Mild 
not  do  for  ourselves,  but  we  die  by  faith  with 
him. 

The  Christian  life  —  its  Condition:  “Never¬ 
theless  I  live  . . .”.  We  die,  yet  we  live.  This  is 


our  glory,  yet  our  tension.  Our  gkary  is  that  we 
share  the  death/resurrecti(m  evenL  dying  to 
live.  Our  tensi(Mi  is  the  living  of  a  spiritual  life 
in  a  physical  setting. 

The  (hristian  life  —  its  (haracter:  “Yet  not 
I,  but  (hrist  liveth  in  me:  And  the  life  I  now  live 
in  the  flesh  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  (tod.” 
Christ  lives  in  Paul,  and  Paul’s  life  is  in  Christ. 
These  are  two  worlds,  one  visible  and  the  other 
invisible  The  w(M-ld  we  can  see  seems  to  leave 
no  room  for  the  other.  Yet  in  (hrist  it  is  there! 

The  (hristian  life  —  its  Center:  “Who  love^ 
me  and  gave  himself  for  me”  Loving  and  giv^f 
ing  are  the  nature  of  God  and  charactmze|J 
(tod’s  relationship  to  men.  Read  John  3:16,  la 
John  4:9-10.  His  death  was  an  act  (rf  ^elf-W 
surrender,  motivated  by  his  own  kwe  Ihere  wasl|j 
no  natural  necessity,  or  the  Fsther’k  will  f<Mx:-^a 
ed  on  him  unwillin^y.  He  died  because  be  a 
loved.  ■ :  S 

It  was  love  for  me  in  a  special  and  unique  n 
sense  His  death  is  for  me  and  instead  of  me  d 
Jesus  died  for  all  because  he  died  for  each7^ 
Christ  died  for  the  world  but  he  “loved  me  and 
gave  himself  for  me”  ’ 

Al  Finch  is  pastor.  First,  Greenwcmd.  ? 
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kfe  A  Mrs  D.  a  Scott 
Mr.  BBI  Thomu 
Mrs  Dorothy  W  Shaw 
IMr.  ’tevy  TVaHt 
Me  A  Mrs  John  L.  Henderson 
Jim  Uptan 

Herman  A  Sharon  Dungan 
Mis  Annie  Su  Wuey  — 

Me  Jeyu  Coa 
Jciate  Vtou 

Herman  A  Sharon  Dungan 
dayten  O.  WaBwr 
Mr.  A  Mrs  David  L.  Blechingej' 
Karen,  Elaine,  Mary  A  Gayle  at 
Ite  Inmftng  Restaurant 
Fhmil:'  ol  (Sasrtan  Walker  Sr. 
Ju  A  Diau  Enorud  A  Fhmily 
R  R  Bartholomew 
Edward  A  Melanie  (toteiy 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Karl  Netoon 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Samuel  J.  Reistar 
Mr.  JaaMS  Wakcr 
Herman  A  Sharon  Dungan 
Pearl  Poto  Baptiat  Womu 
Rev.  Earacst  WaRwr 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Jama  W.  Lewis 
Mr.  dMord  Whh 
Mr.  A  klis  Phul  Poole 
Mr.  dMtofd  Nal 
The  Jeau  Reynolds  Fhmily 
Mr.  Pete  Ward 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Lucian  A.  Ward 
smart  Ward 
Mr.  A  Mrs  David 
Phtoenheiner 
Mr.  Sam  Wmru 
Preschool  Department, 
Goodwater  BC.  Magu 
Mis  Lacy  Wmiu 
Mr.  A  Mrs  ftte  Brown,  Jr. 
Caacilla  Baptist  Church 
Mrs  Earweittoe  WeBbara 
Mrs  Ruth  Sl  Murphy 
Euaelten  Sunday  ScfaooL 
Indtenola 

FBC,  Indianola.  Keenagers  r 
PoweU  A  Haael  Pu 
Harris  Wbceter 
Herbert  A  Lm  Anu  Stanley 
Paul  A  Franca  Stanley 
Mtoale  White 
Robert  A  Diau  Stewart 
Ehrto  WhiIttogteB 
Jau  A  Billy  Armstrong  A 
Fhmily 

Mis  ABeyu  WBHasu 
Mrs  Howard  C  Williams  Sr. 
Mis  Emma  WHHaau 
Mr.  A  Mrs  OUvu  N.  King 
Mrs  Leyd  WBon 
Mr.  A  Mis  Donald  Patterson 
Mis  Weedall 
Mrs  J.  R  Lewis 


J.  U  Lnffhi 

Mrs  Bertha  Mu  toong 

Mr.  A  Mis  Daniel  W. 


WAl^MART  DISTRIBUTION  CENTER,  BROOKHAVEN 
DESIGNATES  MONEY  FOR 
DICKERSON  PLACE 

ShoMm.  left  to  right,  is  Mr.  Ray  Covington.  Loss  Prevention  Manager 
for  Wal-Mart,  Mrs.  Joyce  WHson,  Social  Service  Caseworker.  Dickerson 
Place,  Mr.  Jim  Wilson,  Safety  Committee  Chairman  for  Wal-Mart  ar>d 
Dr.  Kermit  D.  McGregor,  Public  Relations  Director  for  The  Baptist 
Children’s  Village.  Mr.  Covington  presented  a  lf,500X)0  check  for 
DICKERSON  PLACE  ministries  in  honor  of  five  hundred  thousand  hours 
of  safe  work. 


MRS.  AMERICA  1987 
VISITS  THE  VILLAGE 

Mrs.  Pamela  Nail,  Mrs.  America  1987,  rwt  only  spoke  in  a  special  ser¬ 
vice  September  21  in  Poweii  Chapel,  India  Nunnery  (Campus,  but  took 
time  to  sign  autographs  for  children. 


MAMA  T’S  GIVES  25%  OF  FOOD  RECEIPTS 
TO  THE  VILLAGE  ON 
GRAND  OPENING  DAY 

Standing  near  the  entrance  of  MAMA  FS,  The  Oxford  Mall,  Oxford. 
Mississippi  is  Rev.  Karl  K.  McGraw,  Director  of  Properties.  The  Baptist 
Children’s  Village  with  Mrs.  Patricia  Jackson,  co-owner  of  MAMA  T’S 
and  MAMA  T.  ^ 

The  family  restaurant  specializing  in  MEXICAN  food  gave  $550iX), 
25%  of  their  GRAND  OPENING  receipts  to  The  Village. 

This  gift  was  motivated  in  part  by  MA^  T’S  and  her  daughter’s  long 
time  friendship  with  Mrs.  Dizzy  (Patricia  Nash)  Dean  in  whose  menrKxy 
DEANASH,  our  child  (»re  facility  in  Stor>e  County  is  named. 


Mhmr  *  Hoton  Gray 
Ira.  I.  H.  FMter 
’Ihauay  Kauock  h  Fhmily 


HONORS 


Mrs.  Irou  Wmig 
Mr.  «  kb«.  OHvor  N.  Kiag 


Rev.  h  Mr*.  Jerry  Maoacy  k 
Fmmky 

Mr  &  Mr*  T.  J.  Nortaa  k 
Fhotily 

AtoOwau  Omiday  School. 
OrihuBC 


Rev.  W.  to  Webb 

Jaatae  k  Chad  Fhatoa 
Pi  wdia  k  Louiae  Hicks 


Alattua  Sooday  Schooi 
(3alitoiBC 
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Kids  reach  out 


NEW  YOBK,  NY.  (ABS)  -  Tlw 
children  of  a  Mtiraat.  Mon.,  chordi 
scoured  the  -eigWmrhood  for  tada 
camastheiri]]ecialpra|octtSiBMBi- 
mer  for  the  Ainericui  Bttilt  SeeMtT% 
program, for  Vhcatioa  Bible  Schai  i, 
known  at  ‘*So«  the  Martaloua  Stad.** 
But  the  taadiwf  attar  forttaa'  the 
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GEOGRAFUNI  (For  Young  Readers) 

Nations  and  Imaginations 


Canada 


By  Ralph  C.  Peterson 


r» 


CHILD  RE  NS  PAGE 


Canada 


Pacific- 

Ocean 


Atlantic 

Ocean 


Mexico 


Mexico 


©1963  R.  Peterson 


Can  you  imagine  that  the  United  States  map  looks  like  a  whale 
swimming  on  its  back? 


Pen  Pal  Club 

Anyone,  ages  6  through  12,  who 
wishes  to  meet  a  Pen  Pal  through 
the  Baptist  Record  may  do  that  by 
sending  name,  address,  age,  and 
name  of  church.  Names  will  be 
listed  monthly  on  the  Children’s 
Page. 


Climbing 
Jacob’s  Ladder 

On  the  rungs  of  the  ladder,  write  the 
names  of  Jacob’s  twelve  sons  and  one 
daughter. 

List  the  names  by  the  ages  of  the 
children,  from  oldest  to  youngest. 
Begin  at  the  bottom  rung  and  go  up. 

To  find  the  answers,  read; 

Genesis  29:31-35 


Joy  Morgan 
Rt.  3,  Box  68 
Sammif;  MS  39666 
Age  11 

First,  McComb 


By  Ralph  C.  Peterson 


Rebecca  Arthur 
Rt.  7,  Bo*  168-A 
Columbia,  MS  39429 
Age:  12 

Cedar  Grove  Church 


1.  What  is  largest  state  in  the  lower  48?  (Color  it.) 

2.  What  is  the  smallest  state?  (Color  it.) 

3.  Find  two  or  more  states  with  similar  shapes.  (Color  them.) 

4.  Find  the  Mississippi  River.  (Color  it.) 

5.  What  state  is  bordered  by  two  of  the  Great  Lakes?  (Color  it.) 

6.  What  state  is  split  by  a  body  of  water?  (Color  it.) 

7.  What  are  the  two  southernmost  states?  (Color  them.) 

8.  What  state  is  farthest  east?  (Color  it.) 

9.  What  state  is  farthest  west?  (Color  it.) 


lest  your  memory  r  ■ 

Choose  the  right  answer.  I 

1.  When  Isaac  was  born,  Abraham  was  I 

(a)  105  years  old.  (b)  100  years  old.  I 
(c)  175  years  old.  (Genesis  21:5)  ' 

2.  On  their  way  to  the  place  of 
sacrifice,  Issac  said  to  his  father, 

“Behold  the  fire  and  the  wood :  but 

1  where  is  the 

Young  Billy  listened  closely  as  his  (a)dove  (b)  incense  (c)  rope? 
mother  told  him  about  the  gowl  times  (d)  lamb?  (Genesis  22:7) 

she  had  when  she  was  a  little  girl  on  3.  As  Abraham  was  about  to  stab 
the  farm  —  riding  a  pony,  wading  in  Isaac,  he  heard  an  angel  call  from 

a  brook,  sliding  down  a  haystack.  heaven,  and  he  saw 

Finally,  he  gave  a  sigh  and  said,  (a)  the  two  servants,  (b)  the  angel. 

“Mother,  I  wish  I’d  met  you  sooner!"  (c)  a  ram.  (d)  his  wife,  Sarah.  vS) 

(Genesis  22:13) 

4.  When  Abraham  said  to  Isaac,  “God  ^^4 
will  provide,”  he  meant  that  God 
would  provide 

(a)  food  for  them  to  eat. 

(b)  descendants  in  the  future. 

(c)  a  ram  for  the  sacrifice.  f 

((Genesis  22:8,  13)  I 


Map  C|uiz  Lincoln  Road  Church,  Hattiesburg, 

Answers:  **  Putt-putt  golf  party  for  the 

children  in  the  1st  through  6th  grades 
on  Friday,  Sept.  4.  Approximately  18 
BIUJOJIIB3  6  children  attended. 
auiBifV  8 
SBxaiL  puB  Bpuo|  j  'L 
UBgiqoiw  9 
UBSiqoiJv  '9 

•0pBJ0103  puB  SuiuioX^ 

B)OqBG  (RJON  pUB  SBSUBM 

‘.BUiBqBiv  puB  iddississiiv  £ 

PUBISI  apoifti  Z 
SBxao,  1 


Kids  reach  out  to  kids  in  other  lands 


NEW  YORK,  NY,  (ABS)  —  The  small  mountain  of  cans  that  would  Stockbridge,  Ga.,  were  also  reaching 
children  of  a  Melrose,  Mass.,  church  resulf  at  least  3,000  of  them.  Proceeds  out  with  love  to  others  their  own  age 
scoured  the  neighborhood  for  soda  from  the  sale  of  those  cans  will  help  in  South  America.  The  Illinois 
cans  as  their  special  project  this  sum-  bring  new  life  for  children  in  Hon-  youngsters  set  up  a  large  fishbowl  so 
mer  for  the  American  Bible  Society’s  duras  through  the  Scriptures  which  they  could  se^  their  “seed  gift”  grow 
program  for  Vacation  Bible  School,  ABS  has  been  asked  to  help  provide,  to  over  $300.  Those  in  Georgia  doubl- 
known  as  “Sow  the  Marvelous  Seed.”  Meanwhile,  VBS  classes  at  chur-  ed  that  amounL  the  boys  slightly  edg- 
But  the  teachers  never  foresaw  the  ches  in  Mt.  Prospect,  Ill.,  and  ing  out  the  girls  in  giving. 
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